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6 Keys to Sharing the Gospel in a Pluralistic Culture 
By Doug Powe 

     
It’s tempting to imagine that revitalizing a church is a matter of reverting to an earlier, “purer” tradi-
tion, as in the case of Methodists intent on emulating what John Wesley did in the 18th century. Oth-
ers think it’s a matter of adopting practices that work in other churches. They go to a training event 
and hear someone say, “Our congregation started growing when we gave out refrigerator magnets,” 
and think a similar, seemingly easy evangelistic strategy will work for them. 
 
What both approaches lack is an understanding of the importance of contextualizing practices. They 
fail to distinguish between the idea and the activity resulting from the idea. Sharing the gospel in a 
pluralistic culture requires that we contextualize the gospel in ways that honor the personhood and 
the perspectives of those we are trying to reach. I believe these six values and practices are key. 
 
1. Engaging differences 
The idea of engaging others who are different is something we often talk about, but we aren’t often 
successful in living it out. We either seek commonality at all expense, glossing over differences, or 
we shut down all conversation by demeaning those who disagree with us. We label them as liberal or 
conservative, progressive or traditionalist, etc. The implication is that they are not even worthy of en-
gaging because we already know their perspective. The ideal of engaging all as children of God 
means altering the way we approach people, creating a space where all perspectives are honored. 
 
2. Encouraging dialogue 
Can we believe that Christ is the only way to salvation and still be open to the beliefs of others? We 
don’t have to accept the beliefs of others to appreciate their beliefs, to enter into dialogue without 
shutting them down, and to show genuine interest in what they have to say. Even those who claim to 
be open-minded can treat others in a cursory manner by failing to really listen to those with different 
beliefs. We need to genuinely listen and learn from others. 
 
3. Valuing relationships 
When individuals who think and believe differently than we do are not swayed to accept our perspec-
tive, some of us will stop being in relationship with them. Being in relationship with another is not 
about conformity, but about authentically seeing the person as a child of God, and treating that per-
son as such, no matter the circumstances. We are called to be in relationship with people who don’t 
necessarily hold our beliefs. 
 
4. Being accessible to others 
It’s easy to paint a picture of society as “going to hell in a handbasket” and close ourselves off from 
those who aren’t like us. We live in a culture where we often give access only to those who run in 
similar circles with us. In many cases this is not intentional, but we never move outside of our com-
fort zones. We need to broaden our circles so that others will see that we are accessible. If I talk 
about wanting to connect with soccer families, it’s not helpful if I do this from inside my church. I 
need to hang out in places where those who play soccer attend. This may mean coaching a team or 
getting involved as a referee. We need to be intentional about building up relationships outside of our 
normal networks. 
 
5. Becoming more vulnerable 
It’s one thing to be accessible but another to be truly open to others. Too often we take the safe 
route and do things that do not require us to expose ourselves. An example is a feeding ministry 
where we get to set the terms and control all the resources. How can we be more intentional about 
entering spaces that we do not control so that those who believe differently will feel comfortable en-
gaging, dialoguing, and relating to us? 
 
Continued on next page 
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6. Recognizing the importance of reciprocity 
Our work in Christian outreach can never be one-sided. Too many Christians either abuse their 
right to speak in the public square by trying to shut down all the other voices, or they fail to speak 
up in the name of Christ because they do not want to offend. Neither is a reciprocal approach. 
We need to make space for others so that their voices can be heard. We cannot be afraid of let-
ting others speak and voice opinions that differ from ours. 
 
Our goal should be to be known not simply as Christians but as Christians who cherish the per-
sonhood of others. We need to learn to contextualize the gospel with people and not for people 
as we work to transform lives and communities. 
 
This article is adapted from the conclusion of E. Stanley Jones and Sharing the Good News in a 
Pluralistic Society (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 2018) F. Douglas Powe, Jr., 
and Jack Jackson, general editors. Used by permission.   

New Sermon Series: Hometown Missionary 
Many of us came to faith when all you had to do was build a church and people would come. It 
was part of the culture. The world has changed. To reach new people for Jesus, especially our 
neighbors right here in Sarasota, we’ll reclaim the missionary heart, prayers, and practices of our 
spiritual ancestors.   
 
Take a breath. It’s ok if this is new for you, even uncomfortable. It is for me as well. I’ll be learning 
and trying out new things right alongside you. God’s power will be made perfect in our weakness. 
– Lisa <><   
 
July 8    
Come and See - The Power of Invitation (John 1:35-42) 
 
July 15 
Calling on God - The Witness of Prayer (Philippians 1:1-11)                
 
July 22 
My Story, God’s Story – The Strength of Testimony (Titus 3:3-7, 1 Peter 3:15b-16a)  
          
July 29 
This is the Good News – Sharing the Gospel (Acts 10:34-43)               
 
August 5 
The Heart of a Missionary – Longing For Others to Come to Faith (Luke 16:19-31; Isaiah 6:1-8) 
Holy Communion offered at both services.  All are welcome to participate         
 

Continued from previous page    

July Sermon Series     
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Care Opportunities 

Sunday 
Prayer Care after each service 
Persons are available to pray with you in the 
back of the sanctuary following each Sunday 
service. These Prayer Keepers are under cove-
nant agreement to honor confidentiality.   
 
Daniel Plan for Everyone 
Sundays, 10:30 am, Church Office 
A holistic approach to Godly living: Faith + 
Food + Fitness + Focus + Friends 
 

Monday 
Prayer Equipping 
Mondays, 9:30 am, Wesley Room 
A gathering to gain experience in praying for 
others and offering the presence of prayer. 
(Prayer Keepers) No experience necessary.    
 

Wednesday 
Midweek Communion Service  
Wednesdays, 8:00 am, Sanctuary 
An intimate gathering of gospel singing (you 
pick 'em), interactive devotion & prayer, and 
Holy Communion 
 
Prayer Gathering 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am, Wesley Room 
Offering the presence of prayer for anyone with 
any need.  
 
Revive 
Wednesdays, 6:15 pm, Church Office 
Equipping in the Christian understandings of 
God's goodness in the face of trouble. No ex-
perience necessary.  
 
Breathe 
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm, Church Office 
Following Revive, a lingering opportunity for 
sharing and caring for one another.  
 

Thursday 
Daniel Plan for Women 
Thursdays, 2:00 pm, Wesley Room 
A holistic approach to Godly living: Faith + 
Food + Fitness + Focus + Friends 

UMCOR 

During the month of July, our passion project 

donations will be for the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief, UMCOR 

UMCOR is the humanitarian relief and devel-

opment arm of The United Methodist Church 

(UMC), a non-profit 501(c)3 organization oper-

ated under the auspices of the General Board 

of Global Ministries.  UMCOR’s Vision and 

Mission are as follows: 

 

Vision: As the humanitarian relief and develop-

ment arm of The United Methodist Church, 

UMCOR strengthens and transforms people 

and communities.  

 

Mission: Compelled by Christ to be a voice of 

conscience on behalf of the people called 

Methodist, UMCOR works globally to alleviate 

human suffering and advance hope and heal-

ing. UMCOR’s work can be categorized into 

three major areas: 

 

1) Humanitarian Relief / Disaster Response  

2) Sustainable Development 

3) Global Health (in collaboration with Global 

Ministries) 

The response of UMCOR isn’t something 

“they” do, it’s something “we” do.  In fact, it’s 

your generous giving that allows response 

when disaster strikes.  UMCOR will be able to 

offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer.  

With your help, UMCOR will continue to meet 

the needs of children, families and communi-

ties who’ve experienced devastation in the 

wake of a disaster. 

Please make your check payable to Trinity 
UMC and note: UMCOR 
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Kidz Chorus Children & Youth Ministry 

YOUTH SUMMER SCHEDULE 
July 11    
Late Night Sardines & Ice Cream party 
7:00-10:00pm  Meet in the Youth Room at 
7:00pm  Free! 
 
July 25    
Movie Matinee & Arcade Afternoon 
11:11am-3:33pm  
Meet in the Food Court at Sarasota Square 
Mall.  Bring $10 to cover movie, lunch, & arcade 
 
August 1    
Ninja Warrior Night at Evo Athletics 
6:00-9:00pm 
Meet in the Youth Room at 6:00pm 
(transportation provided) 
Bring $6 for admission 
 
August 4    
Day 4 Hope 
itrinity.org or hope4c.us for more info 
 
August 8    
End of Summer Siesta Morning 
7:00am-12:30pm 
Morning at the beach including breakfast, beach 
games, free time, and a brunch picnic 
Meet in the Youth Room at 7:00am 
Free! 
 
September 5    
Fall Kickoff for YOUTH GROUP 
6:00-7:30pm 
Meet in the Youth Room at 6:00pm 

Our Kidz Chorus is in recess for the summer.  

We will need new families with grammar 

school-aged children to participate in the Fall 

season. 

Special thanks to Grand-Mom assistants Nan-

cy Smith and Mary Lou Lawson for their aid 

and support with this group. 

UMWomen  

UMW Summer News..... 

Don’t forget to turn in your Reading report if 

you participate in the UMW Reading Program. 

The reports are due to our reading Coordinator, 

Evelyn Miller by July 1st.  

Thank you to the Ruth Circle...who out of their 

Sunshine Fund has given $100 to Family Fun 

Week, $100 to Day 4 Hope, and $75 to the 

church to buy a new coffee pot for the kitchen.    

Blessings to all UMW members and I hope you 

are all enjoying your summer!  UMW meetings 

will resume in September.  But as our member-

ship coordinator, Joy Voyles, said in the last 

ACORN, don't miss any opportunity this sum-

mer to reach out and invite women to join us in 

September!  

Always, 

Sherrill Carr,  

UMW President 
 

Trinity’s Warren Willis  

Summer Camp Participants  

June 11, 2018 
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Board of Trustees 

There are many ways to give to God’s work 
through Trinity, Sarasota 

General offerings and pledge giving support 
current ministries through the operating budget. 

Designated giving supports the specific project 
you choose. Its use is restricted to that project. 
The entire amount of the gift is available for im-
mediate use. 

Legacy giving is naming the church as a bene-
ficiary of your will, trust, or insurance policy. 

Asset-based giving involves donating a non-
cash asset such as publicly-traded stock, real 
estate, car, jewelry, etc. The asset is usually 
liquidated with the funds becoming a general, 
designated, or endowment gift as you direct. 

Endowment giving for property/
maintenance, scholarship, or general needs. 
Its use is restricted to one of the three areas. 
You choose. The gift is combined with other 
gifts with the same restriction with the goal of 
building principal to earn interest in perpetuity. 
Only the interest generated from the gift is used 
for ministry. (except in extreme circumstances) 
The original gift becomes principle and remains 
intact.    

For example, if you wanted to give $5,000 to 
help with higher education scholarships, there 
are 2 possibilities: 

 Designated Giving - used by Trinity's schol-
arship committee and likely all of the $5,000 
will be dispersed in a few years. 

 Endowment Giving - invested in the Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund with other similar 
gifts. The Endowment Fund Committee re-
leases interest each year in perpetuity to Trin-
ity's scholarship committee. The $5,000 gift 
remains intact as principal in the endowment 
fund. 

 
We're glad to help you with your giving ques-
tions and plans. Contact Trinity's business 
administrator, Jack Hundley for further infor-
mation.  - Curt Eskew, Chair 

 
 

Stewardship Team 

Currently there are two subjects of utmost im-

portance that everyone needs to be aware of for 

the near future: 

First, campus security and what we plan to do 

about it must be a priority for consideration.  We 

need your help!  Available to you are documents 

that highlight security issues and live shooter 

situations as well as a letter and a “constructive 

feedback” questionnaire.  You can pick up these 

items in the church office, on the resource table 

in the rear of the sanctuary, or in Haley Hall on 

that resource table.  Additionally, any church 

leader should be able to help you in facilitating 

your feedback.  This is YOUR chance to make 

your opinion count.  How we move forward with 

important decisions in these areas will be influ-

enced by what we read and hear from those 

who respond.  Be a part of what we do or 

choose to “go with the flow.” 

Secondly, we must accept the fact that seventy 

great years on our campus means that our facil-

ities have aged and will require repairing or re-

placing in some critical areas in the near future 

as well as in the coming years.  These projects 

will necessitate a capital campaign to raise the 

funds that are needed.  The Trustees will be 

working with the Finance and Stewardship 

Teams to communicate the details of the cam-

paign to you soon. 

No job is too big, no need is too overwhelming 

when it comes to Trinity United Methodist 

Church and those who faithfully carry on God’s 

work there.  We know we can count on you in 

situations like this.  Together we can overcome 

any challenge.  Together we will move forward 

and accomplish great things in Christ! 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

       Dave Masterson 
       Chair - Trustees 
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New Class on Wednesdays starting in  
July and September. 
  
Coming in July:  Why?  
Come discuss the deep questions which 
can derail faith - suffering, understanding 
God’s will, unanswered prayers. Wednes-
days at 11 am in Haley Hall starting       
July 11th.  
  
 
 
 

 
Coming in September-  
Disciple 1 Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 11am in Haley Hall start-
ing September 12 
Journey through the entire Bible with a 
great discussion group 

would like to receive the Acorn by email, saving 

How to Stay Connected -   

Our Facebook page, Trinity United Methodist 
Church Sarasota is the best place for re-
minders, updates and the latest pictures. 

Whenever at Church, be sure to CHECK IN 
on Facebook to help your friends find our 
Church. 

Check out and Share the Facebook page for 
Trinity Preschool Sarasota.   

July 4th Worship 

New Class Beginning 

8am Service in the Sanctuary 
Patriotic Sing-a-long, Prayers for our      
Nation, Message, and Holy Communion 
  
 
10am Service in the Wesley Room 
Prayers for our nation and other concerns 

70th Anniversary Celebration 

We’ve Come This Far by Faith 

By faith, for seventy years our congregation, 
Trinity United Methodist Church, has been an 
example of living testimony to the Risen Christ. 

Over the coming year, we will recognize and 
celebrate our history, our legacy, and our fu-
ture.  Early beginnings in a tent are evidenced 
in photographs and documents.  Some current 
Trinity members recall from decades ago the 
pastors, the lay leaders, the oak tree, the build-
ing additions, the ministries, and stained glass 
windows. 

Historical displays celebrating God’s work in us 
and through us will begin to appear in Haley 
Hall. If you have photos, documents, or memo-
ries, please share them through the church 
office so they may be included. We’re glad to 
return your treasures to you or keep them for 
the church archive. 

Something for you to consider in our seventy-
year anniversary celebration is that the nation 
of Israel is also seventy years old this year. 
Quite a moment of congruence. 

Each of you as members of Trinity make a sig-
nificant difference in declaring the One True 
Living God as real through His Son, Our Savior 
Jesus, and empowered by His Holy Spir-
it.  Today, we remember and celebrate the his-
tory.  Today we act on the urgency of His 
Word.  The future is bright and full of promise 
as together we announce the year of Jubilee 
plus 20. - Carroll Hatfield 
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TGIW Small Groups Habitat for Humanity 

During the summer months, 
we gather together for Dutch-
treat meals at nearby restau-
rants between 5:45* - 6:45 
pm.  Each week will be a dif-
ferent restaurant.  Please sign 
up before noon the Tuesday 
before, so we can let the res-

taurant know how many will be attending.  
The sign-up sheet is on the ticket table in 
Haley Hall or call church office.  We’ll have 
a reserved area and a Trinity host will 
greet you and direct you to the Trinity ta-
ble.  Everyone orders and pays for their 
own meal.  

Wednesday, 
July 11 

Bob Evans 
   5903 Brookhill Blvd 

Wednesday, 
July 18 

Panera Bread 
   1277 S. Tamiami Trail 

Wednesday, 
July 25 

Chili’s 
   4131 S. Tamiami Trail 

Wednesday, 
Aug. 1 

Outback 
    7207 S. Tamiami Trail 

Wednesday, 
Aug. 8 

Sommers Dutch Family 
   4000 Cattleman Road 

Wednesday, 
Aug. 15 

Yoders 
   3434 Bahia Vista 

Wednesday, 
Aug. 22 

Olive Garden 
   4900 S. Tamiami Trail 

Wednesday, 
Aug. 29 

Grasshopper 
   7253 S. Tamiami Trail 

Be A Disciple Online Class 

Want to Be an Expert?  Be A Disciple offers online 

classes. The classes are really COOL.  You go 

online, get the assignment, read and answer the 

questions, then submit it to the Course Facilitator. 

Your answers go to all the 15 registered in the 

class. You also get all their answers with com-

ments added from the facilitator. It’s convenient, at 

home, on your time (except for the dates, 10 days, 

Mon day through Friday, for 2 weeks). 

The class will better prepare you to be God’s serv-

ant. If you are interested in becoming or recertify-

ing as a Certified Lay Servant, the class gives you 

credit for that. Classes cost about $65. 

Coming up soon: 

August 13-25: Afire With God: Becoming Spirited 

Stewards 

August 20-31: Teach Adults 

Go to: Beadisciple.com or call Hank 941/284-3241 

One of our preschool teachers, Wanda Butler, 

has been awarded a Habitat For Humanity 

home. You can help her earn the 300 hours of 

service needed at this point in her process by 

volunteering along side her at a current Habitat 

build. 

To Volunteer: (you must be at least 16 years 

old) 

1. Search on Internet: Habitatsrq 

     Click on Volunteer 

     Click on Volunteer Hub 

     Click on Create Account 

2. After you create your account, go back to 

Volunteerhub and sign in. Job sites will 

come up. Click sign-in box for the job site 

you would like to work. 

3. Please call or text Wanda to donate your 

work hours to her. She only gets credit for the 

hours if you are working the same job site at 

the same time.  941/735-0580 

 

Wednesday, July 4th.   
Usual TGIWednesday 

Schedule for these  

Small Groups: 

8 am Communion Service 

10 am Prayer Gathering 

11 am Pastor’s Bible Study  
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Day 4 Hope 

Day 4 Hope Trinity Volunteers Information: 

My sincere thanks to over 160 Trinity people 

who have said yes when I asked you to serve at 

Day 4 Hope, both in these weeks leading up to 

the event and/or on Saturday, August 4th.  Eve-

ry volunteer is important and we are thankful we 

can count on each of you. 

Please remember to attend the Volunteer Ori-

entation on Sunday, July 29th at 2 pm in the 

Sanctuary. This is a good time to review and 

refresh details of your position, and is especially 

important for persons who are serving for the 

first time. 

From now until the Day 4 Hope, any questions 

volunteers may have...please contact Nancy 

Masterson at nancyem71@gmail.com or call 

her at 320-4142. I so appreciate Nancy for step-

ping in for me for the rest of this time leading up 

to Day 4 Hope. 

You all will be in my thoughts and prayers these 

next few weeks and on Day 4 Hope! It will be a 

wonderful time of outreach...thanks to your help 

in serving families that we will welcome on our 

campus.  -Sherrill Carr 

Community Volunteers Still Needed  

We thank God for the wonderful response of 

Trinity folks who will be serving on August 4th 

and helping with preparations.  But we have 

many volunteer positions that require a special 

skill set that we can’t fill from our congregation.  

We call these folks community volunteers.  

Community volunteers include hairstylists, bar-

bers, photographers, doctors, nurses, dentists, 

dental hygienists, and interpreters. 

Will you help us by inviting these folks to serve 

at Day 4 Hope?  

Nurses  

Dentists 

Folks who speak Spanish to interpret  

Flyers for this purpose are available in Haley 

Hall. Contact Carol Harris                                

harrimail@comcast.net  to refer a new commu-

nity volunteer for Day 4 Hope.      

Day 4 Hope Prayer Guide 
 

Week of July 1                   Read Zechariah 4:6 
Our Saturday, August 4th Day 4 Hope, and the year of sharing the love of Jesus throughout our neigh-
borhood to follow, are beyond our strength, wisdom, and skill. It is a God-sized calling which requires 
humble and fervent prayer. Pray for our Trinity Day 4 Hope team, especially our team leaders Carol Har-
ris, Nancy Masterson, Tammy Barnett, and Sherrill Carr. Pray we would be faithful in seeking the Lord’s 
strength in all aspects of this effort, faithful to one another as we serve together, and faithful in listening 
to God’s direction above all things.  
  
Week of July 8                  Read Mark 12:28-34 
Pray for the families attending Day 4 Hope, for the staff and children of the Everyday Blessing Foster 
Home, and for the faculty and staff of Phillippi Shores Elementary School. 
  
Week of July 15               Read Matthew 25:31-40 
Pray for our community partners- Hope 4 Communities which organizes the effort across the county, oth-
er congregations involved in the Day 4 Hope effort, Police, Firefighters, Businesses, Lions, Suncoast 
Reading Association, The Public Library, Health Department, and All Faith’s Foodbank. Pray for our gen-
erous professionals- Hairstylists, Dental, Medical, and Photography. 
  
Week of July 22               Read Acts 7:32-34  
Walk our campus, imagining and blessing those who will serve and be served. 
  
Week of July 29              Read 1 Chronicles 16:34-36 
Call on the power of the Holy Spirit to bring our entire neighborhood to saving faith, caring relationship, 
and joyful service to one another in Jesus’ Name. 

mailto:harrimail@comcast.net
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TUMC DOLLARS AND CENTS 
(does not include designated funds) 

 
Jan-May income   $178,385 
  (with prepaid pledges prorated) 
 
Jan-May spending  $192,142 
 
50% of apportionments ($21,451) paid 
through May. 

 

Conversations with Bishop Carter 

Finance Team Report 

UMWomen Reading Program 

UMW Ladies... 
 
It is time to turn in your Reading Lists for Level 
I, II or maybe....  Use the blue sheets or just 
give me a list of titles and categories, thank 
you.  There is a UMW mailbox in the office. 
They need to be in by July 1st so you still have 
plenty of time to finish a book or two.  

 
Rembrandt painted him, 
Zeffirelli filmed him, 
Chesterson eulogized him, 
Lenin died with his name on his lips, 
Toynbee compared him to Jesus and Buddha, 
Kerouac picked him as patron of the “Beat” 
generation,  
Sir Kenneth Clark called him Europe’s “greatest 
religious genius.” 
 
Who is he?..... 
 
Pastor Lisa recently recommended 2 books to 
read.  The UMW has ordered/ purchased 2 
copies of each book. They are for ANYONE 
AND EVERYONE to enjoy (as are all of the 
books).   Happy reading!   
 
Evelyn Miller 

The Cross and the Flame 

Join Bishop Ken Carter on 

Wednesday, September 19th, 

6:30 pm at Harvest UMC, 

Lakewood Ranch.  The events 

are open to all and there will 

be an opportunity to submit 

questions for Bishop Carter 

prior to the gatherings.  

To register: flumc.org/bishopconversation  

CONTINUOUS MISSION OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 Empty inkjet cartridges to be recycled 

 Old eye glasses for Lion’s Club 

 General Mills Box Tops for Red Bird Christian School in Kentucky. A 

long-established mission to this impoverished community. * 

 Towels and Toiletries for Resurrection House 

 Cell phones for Soldiers - Please bring your old/unwanted cell phones.   

 Used Greeting cards for Loveland Center 

 Aluminum Pull Tabs for The Shriners to purchase equipment for Children’s Hospitals 

There are bins in Haley Hall near the kitchen door for you to deposit these donated items.          

Thank you! 

* just clip the Box Top$ logo from these products:  Green Giant, Totino’s, Pillsbury, Old El Paso, Ziploc, 

Hefty, Juicy Juice, Better Crocker, General Mills, and more. Look for them on your grocery boxes. They 

may be small. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_qc6V2_bSAhUF6CYKHVhQAocQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fserving-others%2F&psig=AFQjCNEuHzHeXHoBhwwnY1c9mMmdbgwyqg&ust=1490704935968035
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July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

In Need of a Resource to Help You Through a 

Difficult Time? 

 Are you or someone you know going through a 

difficult circumstance such as divorce, depres-

sion, financial stress, anxiety, or death of a 

loved one? Care Notes are topic related book-

lets which say the right words at the right time 

and make a healing difference in people’s lives. 

These booklets communicate that God cares 

and is near no matter what situations you or 

your loved ones are facing.  This Care note dis-

play can be found in the back of the Sanctuary.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A reminder to all who have been knitting or cro-

cheting prayer shawls.  Our supply is getting 

low, and there is always a need for shawls.  

Please continue to make the shawls so that 

each of them will comfort the recipient with 

God’s blessings and love.  

If you wish to participate in our Prayer Shawl 

ministry, please contact Dawn Sutton 941/309-

3940 for more information.  Thank you for your 

continued support of this ministry. 

JoAnn Rall  7/2 

Roz Eskew  7/5 

Ashley Rader  7/7 

Taylor Rader  7/7 

Mary Raymond  7/7 

Adele Provence  7/8 

Mathias Liller   7/15 

Gail Thornton  7/17 

Tee Ormiston  7/18 

Sally Wood  7/18 

Sue Hilliard  7/19 

Ruby Cook  7/20 

Pat Shive  7/20 

Val Ramirez 7/24 

Ronald Williams  7/25 

Laura Degrenia  7/25  

Linda Cipoletti   7/27 

Sam Cipoletti   7/28 

Donna Starnes  7/28 

John Ellsworth  7/29 

Thomas Evans  7/31 

Phil & Carol Harris  7/1 

Tom & Sandy Thayer  7/6 

Kenneth & Emily Beck  7/7 

Bert & Susi Hooglander   7/9 

Henry & Revella Lee   7/15 

Bill & Sylvia Elam  7/19 

Bill & Elizabeth Stiles  7/20 

Donn & Mary Raymond  7/27 

Diane Freestone & Tom Surprise   7/28 

Care Notes 
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Praise Reports / Glory Sightings 

New Church Website  

We're excited to announce our new website 
launched the middle of May. You'll still find it 
at www.iTrinity.org. The new site is easier to 
navigate on mobile devices like phones and tab-
lets. It's also better at handling email messages 
to large numbers of people. It also looks fresh 
and modern.  

Your feedback on the new site is most wel-
come. We're ready to train persons to be web-
masters, so contact the church office to sched-
ule your training session.  

Lord, we offer this site to you for your welcom-
ing and reaching work. May it glorify you and 
draw people to you and your church. Amen.   

To the Staff, and Parishioners of Trinity United 
Methodist Church 
  
We want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
inviting us to your church and allowing us to dis-
play the hand carved Olive Wood carvings from 
the Holy Land.  
 
We really enjoyed being there and hope you 
and your members enjoyed having us.  Again 
we want to thank you and your people for your 
kind hospitality and continued support.  Thank 
you for being such wonderful hosts 
 
Faithfully,      
Mr. Rida Rishmawi    
Tony Abuaita   
Bethlehem Christian Families 
  
8729 Deepwood Ln. 
Fort Worth, TX 76123 
  

To all my friends at Trinity, 
 
This Sunday, June 17, Trinity will be celebrat-
ing 70 years of “coming this far by faith”.  Jim 
and I joined Trinity in 1986, after moving here 
from Ohio, and after “shopping around” at a 
number of other Sarasota churches. 
 
We chose Trinity because the congregation 
was so friendly.  The then-choir director Jean-
nette Green immediately encouraged me to 
join Trinity’s choir.  As you know, I did sing with 
the choir until just a few years ago. 
 
Over our years at Trinity, Jim and I were in-
volved in establishing the Thanksgiving dinners 
at Trinity, open to all.  Jim served as an usher 
for many years; I was in the Circle of Ruth. Af-
ter Jim’s death, at the encouragement of then-
pastor Jerry Milner, I led The Solos, a monthly 
gathering of solo women--and men--for lunch-
es at area restaurants. 
 
Trinity has been with me through hard times--
when Jim died in 2006, when my daughter 
Nancy died this February, and through my 
many surgeries.  You have been faithful, have 
companioned me and us with your prayers, 
your visits, your calls. 
 
With Nancy no longer in Sarasota to compan-
ion me, I have decided to move to an inde-
pendent living facility in Michigan, near my son 
Craig and his family.  My family has told me 
this was a brave decision--but it was a hard 
one for me. I have accumulated many treas-
ured memories from our homes in Sarasota 
and from the time with friends and neighbors--
and, of course, with Trinity.  I will take these 
memories with me--but I will miss you all! 
Come visit me if you are in Michigan! 
 
Leah   
June 13, 2018 
 
My address in Michigan: 
Leah A. Dukes 
Beacon Square 
Apartment 201 
101 E. Scripps Road 
Lake Orion, MI  48360 
Same phone # 941-921-2324 

Thank you for all the many prayers, expres-
sions of sympathy and other warm wishes we 
received on the death of mom. They are ap-
preciated and have been a great source of 
comfort to us.  -John and Linda Lopez.  

http://www.itrinity.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=8729+Deepwood+Ln.+Fort+Worth,+TX+76123&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8729+Deepwood+Ln.+Fort+Worth,+TX+76123&entry=gmail&source=g
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P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

 

Please lift extra prayers for:   Eddie Aguilera, Jane Becker, Bobbie Bruce, Bud Duffey, Karen 

Duffey, John Ellsworth, Roz Eskew, Elizabeth Fonda, Johanna Friday, Vickie Gill, Janet Headley, 

Susan Hicks, Bert Hooglander, Dan Jackson, Ruth Jackson, Sara Kane, Susan Keyser, Linda and 

George Kistler, Helen Krotec, Luis Laborde, Janet Marine, Mitch Mitchell, Maryalice McIntyre, 

George Pierce, Rob Purser, Susan Rich, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter, 

Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard 

 

Our Prayers are with the family and friends of Margaret Lopez who died on May 28, 2018.  
 
Mission Specific Prayers:  Midweek youth intern, a church webmaster, a leader to facilitate 
the Agape small group, Family Fun Week, Preschool Registrations, Day4Hope medical and dental 
professionals.  
 

Also please pray for our military family:  Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Tanner Holly,  Gunnar 
Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, 
Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 
If you know someone you would like to be put on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be 
removed, call the church office at 924-7756 or email  phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

     PRAYERS….           

July Communion  

 

Communion Prep:  July 1 

9:00 am:  Omer and Bev Quesnel 

10:30 am:  Joy Voyles 

 

July 1: 
9:00 am:    Mark and Margie Aukland 
10:30 am:  Carroll and Lisa Hatfield 
   Welcome Center: Ruby Ralston 
   Crucifer:  Carly Ellsworth 
 

July 8: 
9:00 am:    Julie Calmes 
10:30 am:  Tom and Diane Freestone 
   Welcome Center: Barb Hunt 
   Crucifer:  Owen Woodyard 

July 15: 
9:00 am:   Patty Leathers and George Hoskins 
10:30 am: Jim and Solita Tay 
   Welcome Center: Ethel Paki 
   Crucifer:  Marguerite Hankins 
 

July 22 
9:00 am:  Bev and Omer Quesnel 
10:30 am:  Jim and Solita Tay 
   Welcome Center: Barbara Hohl 

   Crucifer:  Mike Ray 
 
July 29 
9:00 am:  Mary Raymond, Deb Martin 
10:30 am:  Marilyn Williams, Joy Voyles 
   Welcome Center: Brenda Lee Hickman 

   Crucifer:  Carly Ellsworth 

Please contact Diane Freestone, if you 
would like to be a Liturgist for the 10:30 am 
Traditional Service. 

If you have attended any of these groups in 

the past, please get in touch with              

Tee Ormiston, Care Ministry Director: 

 

 Disciple Bible Study 

 Walk to Emmaus, Tresdias, Crysalys, 

Kyros 

 Alpha Class 

 Lay Servant Training 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=GVk0sXDhbssywM&tbnid=uExpYEENXRHMMM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shilohbaptistchurches.com%2Fgreetersministry.php&ei=fDgXVM3KKum58QH47oDwBA&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every Sunday:  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Worship  

 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 
Adult Small Groups  

 

Nursery Hours 
9 -11:30 a.m. 

 

Promise Kids 
9 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Youth Praise Band 
 10:30 am 

 

Every Monday:   

 

6:00  am  

Breakfast Group 

at Dennys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Every Tuesday 
 

9 am TVB       

Rehearsals 
 
 

10:30 am  

Program Staff 

 
 

TGIWednesday:  

Summer Schedule 

8 am: 40 minutes of hymns,  

a devotion and  communion   

8:45 am GlorYoga 

10 am Prayer Gathering 

11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study  

5:45 pm TGIW  Summer 

Dinner Out 

6:15 pm Revive/Breathe  

7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 

 

Every Thursday:  
 

 

2pm Daniel Plan 

4 pm GlorYoga 

 

Choir recess for 

summer except 

soloists, duets, 

Trios, and small 

groups will be  

independently 

scheduled 

Every Friday:   

8:00 am 

Breakfast 

Group at Tasty 

Home Cookin’ 
 

11am Book 

Study at  

Der Dutchman 

Sun Porch  

 

Church Office 

Closed  

(Other weekly 

small groups  

available -  

 

iTrinity.org 

 

for more  

information.) 

 
 
 
 
 

1 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm 

   Brookdale ALF Worship 

2 
9:30 am 
Prayer Equipping 
Class, Wesley 

3 
 
 
6 pm Board of 
Trustees 
 
 

4 Church Office Closed 
 
8 am: 40 minutes of hymns,  

a devotion and  communion   

10 am Prayer Gathering 

11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study  

5 
 
 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm 

   Brookdale ALF Worship 

 

 

9 
9:30 am 
Prayer Equipping 
 Class, Wesley 
 
 
 

10 

 
5:30 pm 
Stewardship 
Team, office 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Persis Circle 

11 
TGIWednesday Summer 
Schedule 
(see above) 
 
1:30 pm Piano Friends,  
Mary Hill Room 
 
7 - 10 pm 
Youth Group 

12 

 

13 
 
10 am 
Fish, Wesley 
Room 

14 
 

15 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm  

  Brookdale ALF Worship 

 

16 
9:30 am 
Prayer Equipping 
 Class, Wesley 
 
11:30 am 
Ladies Lunch Lift 
@ TooJays 
 
 
 
 

17 18 
TGIWednesday Summer 
Schedule 
(see above) 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22  

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm  

  Brookdale ALF Worship 

 

23 
9:30 am 
Prayer Equipping 
 Class, Wesley 
 
Assemble Day4 
Hope Supplies 
 
12noon 
Men’s Lunch 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 TGIWednesday Summer 
Schedule 
(see above) 
 
 
Youth Group 
11:11am - 3:33 pm 

26 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
8:30 - 11:30 
am 
Small Group 
Leaders, 
Haley 
 

29 
9 am XClaim! 
   Contemporary Worship 
10:30 am 
   Traditional Worship 
1:30 pm 
  Brookdale ALF Worship 
 
2-4 pm Day 4 Hope Vol-
unteer meeting, Sanctuary 
 

30 
 
9:30 am 
Prayer Equipping 
 Class, Wesley 
 
 

31 
 
9:30am 
Arts & Crafts 
Group 
 
 

August 1 
 Acorn Published 
TGIWednesday Summer 
Schedule 
(see above) 
 
6-9 pm  Youth Group 

2 3 4 
Day 4 Hope 
 

July 2018 

Campus Set up for Day 4 Hope  
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Congregational Care Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  

Preschool Director: Pam Rader 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,  
                                  Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton  
Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

