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The article is reprinted from the website of The Florida Conference of the United Methodist
Church and brought to you by the Connectional Table in collaboration with the Council of
Bishops and the General Council on Finance and Administration.

A new report from The United Methodist Church on the state of the church says that 50
years after the creation of the denomination through the merger of The Evangelical United
Brethren Church and The Methodist Church, the church’s ministries around the world are
thriving.
"This 2018 State of the Church report is a story of our mission. As this report will show, we
are seeing growth and innovation across our worldwide connection,” states the report.
Worldwide, there was a 12 percent increase in membership from 2006 to 2016 -- nearly 1.4
million members -- and the number of congregations grew from 47,390 to 54,623.
In the decade since the Four Areas of Focus were affirmed at the 2008 General Conference,
this common vision for the whole church has engaged local churches, annual conferences
and general agencies in countless ministries related to these focus areas with renewed purpose. From hula-hooping for health to the #SeeAllthePeople initiative to providing aid to refugees to empowering students to become leaders, the State of the Church Report recounts
story after story of United Methodists doing the work of faithful discipleship.
The report also details efforts to help the denomination be more representative of being a
worldwide church through work on the General Book of Discipline, a draft revision of the Social Principles to be more globally relevant and “Wonder, Love and Praise,” a statement on
United Methodist ecclesiology -- all of which are to be considered by the 2020 General Conference.

The report shares information about the work of the Commission on A Way Forward in preparation for a called session of General Conference in 2019, the Council of Bishops' recommendation of the One Church Plan and the subsequent actions of the Judicial Council.
More findings include:




The largest membership growth was recorded in the Congo, where membership surged
by 147% over 10 years, followed by the Africa Central Conference with a 67% increase.
In 2017, United Methodists gave about $133.2 million to support connectional ministries
around the world, about $1.8 million more than in the previous year.
A record high number of U.S. annual conferences paid 100% of their apportionments –
29 out of 56. Nine Central Conference episcopal areas paid at least 100% apportionments.

The State of the Church report, a collaborative effort of the Connectional Table, the Council
of Bishops, United Methodist Communications and the General Council on Finance and Administration, is available in its entirety online, along with previous reports, at :
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/state-of-the-church-report.

Prayer and Fasting Day
Southwest District Prayer and Fasting
For The Future of the UMC
The SW District is asking each church to claim one day
between January 1, 2019 and February 26, 2019 to
fast and pray for the future of the United Methodist
Church. Our day is Thursday, January 10th at 6 pm

How to Observe the Day of Prayer and Fasting:


Use James 4:6-10 as the Scriptural passage for the day



Set Alarms on your phone as a reminder to pray throughout the day.



Attend a 30-minute Prayer Service January 10th at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. End the fast with
Communion.



See list of FL delegates to General Conference (below) so you can pray for them.



Pray for peach, wisdom, and guidance from the Holy Spirit during the General Conference.



Pray for the Bishops who will facilitate General Conference.



We acknowledge our dependence upon the Lord as a denomination. Seek forgiveness for our
pride and ask for God’s grace in fulfilling our calling as Christ’s Church.



Pray for the unity of the church.



Ask for the Lord to revive the church and make it fruitful once again.

Thank you for interceding on behalf of the denomination and for continuing to pray between now and
during General Conference.

General Conference Delegation 2019 Special Session
Clergy Delegates: Rev. Alex Shanks, Rev. Rini Hernan, Rev. Dionne Hammond, Rev. Harold
Lewis, Rev. David Dodge, Rev. Dr. Cynthia Weems, Rev. Jacquie Leveron, Rev. Dr. Sharon Austin,
Rev. Joanes Martin
Clergy Reserve Delegates: Rev. Dr. Gerladine McClellan, Rev. David Allen, Rev. David McEntire, Rev. Audrey Warren, Rev. Jay Therrell, Rev. Dr. Bob Bushong, Rev. Dr. Armando Rodgruez,
Rev. Dr. Kevin James
Clergy Alternate Delegates: Rev. Vicki Walker, Rev. Wayne Wiatt, Rev. Catherine Fluck Price,
Rev. Melissa Cooper, Rev. Jamie Westlake, Rev. Annette Stiles Pendergrass, Rev. Joe MacLaren
Lay Delegates: Molly McEntire, Derrick Scott, Alice Williams, Mickey Wilson, Russ Graves,
Jeremy Hearn, Rachael Sumner, Carlene Fogle-Miller, Janet Earls
Lay Reserve Delegates: Martha Gay Duncan, Anne Pierre-Louis, Paulette Monroe, Rod Groom,
Joyce Bright, Rodney Akers Benjamin Spangler
Lay Alternate Delegates: Rushing Kimball, Kelly Minter, Walter Dry, Brittany Cott, Frances
Jennings, Michael Coffey, Gary Sanders
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Join the Conversation!
POV Workshop: LGBTQ+ inclusion

Saturday, January 5, 2019 from 8am – 4pm
Hosted by Trinity Sarasota
4150 S. Shade Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34231
Lunch and snacks will be provided. Donations for lunch are appreciated.
Facilitated by Rev. Robin Hager and Rev. Lisa Degrenia
Register through the Trinity Sarasota Office trinity@itrinity.org or
941-924-7756 Seating limited to 80 persons

What is POV?

POV stands for Point of View. POV experiences teach us how to have
healthy, honest, faithful conversations on complex and difficult topics. In our
polarized and angry world, the people of God can model another way of being.
At the POV workshop, there will be no votes, no debates, no coercion to an
agenda or viewpoint. The purpose is to create empathy for various viewpoints from a posture of listening to scripture, stories, and each other.
Our POV experience will be on the topic of human sexuality, specifically, the points of view surrounding the greater inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in the leadership and life of our UMC tradition.
(LGBTQ+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Transsexual, Queer, Questioning, + other
sexual identities.)
We believe we can have faithful, respectful discussion on complicated issues, and even differ in how
to address them, and still remain in committed communion with each other as brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Why a POV on LGBTQ+ inclusion?

The United Methodist Church has been wrestling with questions of inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons
since 1972. This includes the marriage and ordination of gay persons.
The Commission on a Way Forward (www.umc.org/wayforward) was proposed by the Council of
Bishops and approved by the 2016 General Conference to do a complete examination and possible
revision of every paragraph of the United Methodist Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality
and explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity and mission of the church.
Three proposals came out of The Commission on the Way Forward. All three will be considered by
the Special Session of the General Conference to be held in St. Louis, February 23-26, 2019. The
General Conference is the decision making body of the UMC. The General Conference has the power to enact one of the proposals, portions of one or more of the proposals, choose none of the proposals to keep things as they are, or create and enact a new proposal.
The POV workshop and Praying our Way Forward are two of several ministries being offered to prepare us for the General Conference decision and for the revival of Christ’s church.

Praying Our Way Forward is a UMC prayer ministry. All persons across the denomination are
invited to pray for God’s guidance. Here’s how:
 Consider joining UMCPrays.org.
 Set an alarm to Pause and Pray four minutes daily from 2:23 through 2:26 AM or PM.
 Participate in a weekly Wesleyan fast from Thursday after dinner through Friday afternoon.
 Use the prayer calendar on UMCPrays.org to pray for delegates to the General Conference and
bishops by name.
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Stewardship Team
Trinity United Methodist church capital campaign
Shelter from the Storm
As we celebrate our 70th year here at Trinity we are reminded of our Vision for the next 70 years: God is Love! And we
are called to share that Love and the hope we’ve found in
Jesus Christ!
At the very heart of sharing that love are the activities that we
engage in on our campus. They include our wonderful Sunday morning services, our Wednesday evening gatherings,
small group classes throughout the week, the rummage sale,
the Preschool, Family Fun Week and special events like the
recent visit with a Tuskegee Airman..
Recently, the Trustees of Trinity conducted an audit on our campus by an outside firm the results of
which were published in this month’s Acorn.
For those of you that have not seen it, the Trustees outlined the cumulative deferred maintenance
that is required on the buildings of our campus along with the associated cost for their completion.
Each of the main buildings on our campus are in need of new roofs and most of the air-conditioning
systems need to be replaced. These are projects that simply must be done in order to continue our
church for the next 70 years..
This is where you and I come in. The Stewardship team in conjunction with the Finance committee
are announcing Trinity United Methodist Church Capital Campaign.
It is called Shelter from the Storm
“You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the
storm and a shade from the heat. For the breath of the ruthless is like a storm driving against a wall”
Isaiah 25:4 NIV
Our intention is to raise $350,000 which is the cost of the projects outlined in the trustees report.
At the center of our campaign is a replanting of the majestic oak tree which used to be in the courtyard between Haley and Heritage Halls. It will be highlighted by a brick walkway surrounding the tree
coming from the existing sidewalk. Ryan Hicks, one of our members, is helping us with this as part
of his Eagle Scout project.
We have partnered with a company called Bricks R Us to provide you the opportunity to purchase a
brick in honor or in memory of a loved one or any other appropriate engraving that you would like to
see on our brick walkway. We are also providing an opportunity for you to purchase a beautiful engraved bench which will be installed at various parts of our campus as part of the capital campaign.
100% of the proceeds of these purchases will go towards our Capital campaign. The bricks will be
between $100 and $200 depending on size and style and the benches are available at a minimum of
$5000.
We will maintain a table in Haley Hall with more information on Shelter from the Storm and how you
can be a part of this very important Capital Campaign.
Here at Trinity we have come this far by Faith and the Trinity congregation has always stepped up to
meet the needs of the church. I believe that we will step up again in this important endeavor.
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51st Annual Rummage Sale for Missions

51st

Annual
Rummage Sale
Wed., January 16 – Sat., January 19, 2019

Dinner and PreSale Shopping
January 16, 2018
Seatings 4:30 and 6 pm

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS
January 17 - Thursday
8:30 am - 7 pm
January 18 - Friday
8:30 am - 4 pm
January 19 - Saturday
8:30 am - noon
We will begin accepting donations next Sunday,
January 6th. We can use almost anything sellable except heavy or overstuffed furniture and
non-flat screen TV’s and unusable computers.
See the sign-up sheet posted for helpers on
Sale Days as well as the Presell Prep.
Tickets for the PreSale Dinner and Shopping
on Wednesday, January 16th will be available
next Sunday. Dinner is Loaded Baked Potato,
Bowl of Chili, Salad, a special dessert, and beverage served with a smile. $10
Help publicize this event. Flyers are available in Haley Hall. Please take as many as you
need and post in your neighborhood, at work,
school, etc., or use the Event posting on your
Facebook page.
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Questions or (gladly accepted) suggestions?
Call or see Evelyn Miller

Rummage Sale Volunteers Needed:
A special Volunteer board is now in Haley
Hall. Please check it to see where you have
been asked to serve. If day or time is not
convenient, just cross off and hopefully place
your name another day or time. I am sure I
have missed adding some names. Forgive
me and please add your name where you
can help!
ESPECIALLY NEEDED!!! Helpers to sort as
items come in. Starting Monday, January 7th.
Come between 9 am - noon, any day of every week day. Stay the whole time or even
just an hour. We have a very short time to
get everything prepared before Wednesday,
January 16th when the sale starts. There’s a
place on the volunteer board to sign up for
which days you could help sort before the
sale.
Other ways you can volunteer:


Bring your sell-able items to Heritage
starting Sunday, January 6th. The sooner
the better!



Buy tickets to the Wednesday night dinner - 2 seatings 4:30 pm and 6 pm.
(tickets available starting January 6th)



Take a flyer and hand out to friends to
post somewhere for us



Bake some items for the Bake Shop please bring to Haley on Wednesday,
January 16th.

Any volunteer questions, see me at church or
email me at srcmusic@verizon.net
Thanks so much to everyone for volunteering
to help!! -Sherrill Carr, Rummage Sale Volunteer Coordinator

United Methodist Women News
UMWomen gathered for their Christmas celebration on Dec. 13th at Glenridge, hosted by Joann
Rall. Beautiful decorations, favors, food, door prizes and special music by the TVB were all part of
the day. The new 2019 Executive Board was installed, pledging to be a light to our Unit and to the
world.
Dave and Nancy Masterson were each presented with a Special Mission Recognition pin and
certificate recognizing all the ways they serve at Trinity and how much we appreciate them.

A special SMR pin with a sapphire was given to Brenda Lee Hickman who retired as our Unit Treasurer having served for 21 years. Much of the program was honoring her with tributes and gifts from
the circles and the unit. Doris Ann Wasson, UMW District retired treasurer gave a glowing tribute to
Brenda Lee for her fine “keeper of UMW funds” over the years
Carol Harris updated us with COPA newsletters and gave thank you’s to the 13 women who sponsor
children in the Dominican Republic.
Evelyn Miller reported that new books for the reading program are now in the blue cart in Haley Hall
and of course reminded us that the Rummage Sale is coming in January and that she especially relies on UMW ladies’ help.
Trinity UMW has a full schedule planned for 2019...which is the 150th Anniversary of our organization.
Executive Board members please note: Board meeting on Thursday, January 3rd at 9:30 am in Haley Hall.
UMW ladies that help put up Haley Hall decorations, please return on Thursday, January 3rd at
11:30 am to take down decorations and put away.
January Circle Meetings:
Hannah Circle: Monday, January 7, 1 pm, at Ann Golm’s home
Ruth Circle: Tuesday, January 8, 9:30 am in Haley Hall. Hostess: Laurie Ward
Persis Circle: Tuesday, January 8th, 6:30 pm, in Wesley Room. Leader: Pam Rader
NOTE TO ALL CIRCLES: January is pledge month for UMW. President Sherrill Carr and new Unit
Treasurer, Nancy Masterson, will be visiting all circles to share the importance of our giving for the
mission work of UMW. Please pray between now and then as to what your offering might be in 2019.
Mission Initiatives
The entire program and organization of United Methodist Women focuses on mission.
Our mission initiatives include:
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Providing opportunities to grow spiritually



Equipping women & girls to be leaders



Providing transformative educational experiences



Organizing for growth & flexibility



Working for justice through service & advocacy



With a focus on Women, Children & Youth. From its beginning, United Methodist Women has focused on ministries with women, children, and youth.

Mission Work of Trinity United Methodist Women for 2018
The Mission Work of THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN focuses on the support of Women and
Children’s projects in the United States and around the world. In 2018, TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN supported the projects and mission work listed below in OUR Church and OUR Community. Our deepest appreciation goes out to ALL of our Trinity UMW Members who have
made this mission work possible through their generous contributions and hard work throughout this
past year.
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S PROJECTS:
UMW Pledge to Mission $1976
(plus all projects listed below…)
World Thank Program and Offering $520
Call to Prayer and Self Denial Program and Offering $690
Special Mission Recognition $80 Gift to Memory $95
UMW National Legacy $25
Gift to Mission $60
UMW Bookcase – Spiritual & Mission Books for UMW Reading Program
and ALL Trinity UMC to enjoy $138
Our UMW Golden Links –
(We remember Our Ladies who are no longer able to be active.)
TRINITY UM CHURCH MISSION & OUTREACH WORK
UMCOR $200
COPA – 13 Children Sponsorships $2352
Trinity UMC & Ruth Circle -- Day 4 Hope $725
Trinity UMC & Persis Circle– Samaritan’s Purse Operation Shoebox Program $215
Purchased Plastic Boxes &Filled 13 Shoeboxes plus Postage
Trinity UMC – Children & Youth $250
Trinity UMC & Ruth Circle – Family Fun Night $400
Trinity UMC – Scholarship Fund $100
Trinity UMC – Preschool for Operating Fund $200
Trinity UMC (Ruth C) – Kitchen – purchased Coffee Pot $75
Cuban Methodist Pastor – Salary for 1 year $360
LOCAL COMMUNITY MISSION AND OUTREACH WORK:
All Faith’s Food Bank $300
Brothers & Sisters Doing the Right Thing (Newtown Program) $150
Dollar Dynasty – Newtown $200
Everyday Blessings Home (foster care) $100
FISH – $100 & Volunteers
Lighthouse of Manasota $100
Literacy Council of Sarasota $200
Phillippi Shores Elementary School Staff – Favors for Staff $40
Red Bird Mission (in Kentucky) $200
Safe Children’s Coalition $200
Selah Foundation $200
ShelterBox USA $200
COPA - Board Member for Community Partners
Healthy Start Coalition of Sarasota – Gave Baby Shower
Pines of Sarasota – Donations to Re-Sale Stores
Pines of Sarasota Retirement Home – Angel Gifts for Christmas
Resurrection House – Donation of Clothing & Toiletries
Pay for Guide Post magazine to be sent to Military – Ruth Circle
Send Christmas Cards to Military Service person – Ruth Circle
Trinity UMC – Host several Coffee Hours
Trinity UMC Rummage Sale – Coordinated, provided workers Host Bake Shop & Lunches
Trinity UMC – Reading Program volunteers
Trinity UMC -- Made & Donated Baskets for various projects
Trinity UMC – Luncheons following Memorial Services – Ruth Circle
Trinity UMC – Send cards to Golden Links, Shut-ins, those who are ill and also
send Seasonal Holiday cards throughout the year.
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Why?

Finance Team
Why?

Where is God when tragedy and suffering
strike? If God is all powerful, and if each one
of us is a beloved child of God, then how can
God allow tragedy and suffering to infest creation?
 Why do the innocent suffer?
 Why do my prayers go unanswered?
 Why can't I see God's will for my life?
Every Tuesday, from January 22 to
February 26, 2019, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
If this day and time doesn’t work for you and
you haven’t had a chance to discuss the role
of faith in times of trouble, please contact:
Tee Ormiston Tee@iTrinity.org
As part of our discussion, we'll read the book
Why? by best-selling author, Adam Hamilton.
He brings fresh insight to the age-old question
of how to understand the will of God, especially as it relates to suffering. He rejects
simplistic answers and unexamined assumptions, laying out core ideas for comprehending
God's plan for the world.
All are welcome. All questions are welcome.
We'll provide books for you and a safe place
to explore these deep questions together.
Six sessions.

TUMC DOLLARS AND CENTS
(does not include designated funds)
Jan-Nov income
$380,631
(includes giving made by
some members in advance)
Jan-Nov spending $399,976
90% of apportionments ($38,665) paid
through November.
Update: As of December 21, our operating expenses are more than our operating
income by $19,729.06 with two Sundays
remaining in the year.

Envelope of Envelopes is available for
your monthly giving in Haley Hall. It includes
one envelope for each month plus envelopes
for additional mission projects. You can also
give online at www.iTrinity.org.

Care Ministry Offerings for our needs
My Loving Intentions one-day workshop will be held at Trinity on March 23, 2019.
What could be more caring for your family, or a better Christian witness opportunity than to address
end of life concerns in the comfort of your own Trinity family, right here in Haley Hall? Expert planners on end-of-life concerns, will present on 4 vital topics, in a one-day workshop. Palliative Care,
PrePlanning, as well as current Hospice Offerings will be presented by informed, approachable local experts. Our own Pastor Lisa will present on designing a personalized memorial or funeral that
you can craft in advance. Lunch will be provided. Registration will be needed. Give yourself and
those you love the gift of this unique, and much needed self care.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Want to pray but can’t yet do it out loud? PrayerKeepers will offer praying aloud and/or listeningcare with prayerful response again this spring. Let Tee know your interest. We can choose between several times and days that meet the needs of those ready to step into offering His presence
through prayer and listening. We take our time and work together.
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Family Ministry Events
Children & Youth
Sunday is my fun day!
Promise Kids
9:00-10:15am
Fun games, awesome crafts, Bible stories and
Big Ideas. Parents are always welcome to join
in on the adventure.
The Light
10:30-11:45am
Youth devotional with a breakfast and
breakout groups that include student praise
band practice, creative arts and open game
room.

Family Fun

Special Sunday afternoon events for children,
youth, and parents including roller skating, gokart racing, bowling, movies and more.
Next up…. Sunday, January 6, 2:00-4:00pm
Family Fun Party @ Knockerball N’ Ninja
(located inside the Sarasota Square Mall).
Free to all children and families.

Easter Eggstravaganza
April 20 & April 21

Easter Eve Parents’ Night Out
Saturday, 5:00-9:00pm
Kids enjoy a healthy and free dinner, fun
games, and a kid-friendly movie while parents
enjoy a night off.
Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, 10:15am
Easter egg hunt (starts right at 10:15am),
bounce house, giant slide, food and games for
all children and families.
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Community Book Collection
Books for Children Project a Rousing Success!
Thanks to everyone who brought in a children/
teen book to be given to local needy children. A
special THANKS to Pat Birt for making the
clever poster. We are happy to report we’ve
received over 300 books! You may continue to
bring them in for a few weeks longer. Appreciation also goes to the UMW for sponsoring this
endeavor.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/
news/20181216/when-it-comes-to-giftsskip-gadgets-stick-with-books
Friends, Please note this article in the Herald
Tribune! As we all agree, and as you have given
re this very subject, please note how important
the value of reading actually is.
Be horrified as I, but totally in belief, that there
might be homes that are "book deserts" - "one
book per 300 children, while children in middle
class homes had access to 13 books each". We
can 'cure' poverty if we fill homes with books and
it was interesting how the article mentioned libraries - too often the quick answer to not reading ...."It's hard", the author writes, "but a lot of
parents don't have the means, inclination or live
close enough to use libraries."

I remember when I learned how many of poverty's children move quickly from place to place,
and any book they may have once borrowed
from a library is long gone.......have that one 'lost
book' on your file and certainly you can never
borrow another......you then simply give up on
any library usage.
So your Christmas gift of books to 'our' children
(and, being His children, they are all Our children) was so special. They don't have to be
new, remember, used children's and teen's
books in good condition are welcome anytime
and please, please extend what you are doing,
about such needs to other Methodist churches
everywhere! We need to all understand the value of such gifts and what a difference they can
make to a needy child....to any child, to even
those "children" in reform schools, to people in
prisons....for surely He never turned away from
prisons, " Thank you for your patience, and for
your gifts,
Dee Webber

Gift Giving Opportunities Continue
Reaching Ministries
On Sunday, January 6, 2019, we celebrate the wise ones bringing gifts to baby
Jesus. Our gift will be the gift of ourselves, our time, and talents. Remember to fill
out the Reaching Ministries form, pray, and be ready to bring the form to worship on
January 6.
UMCOR GIFT CARDS Looking for more meaningful gifts which
speak to the true blessings of this holy season? We're here to
help! Consider making a donation to the United Methodist Committee on Relief in honor of your loved one, co-worker, or friend.
Come by the office during the week or to the table in Haley Hall on
Sunday mornings. Make the donation. We'll supply you beautiful
cards to present as your gift.

Trinity’s entire Christmas Eve offering of $1,798.00 will be sent to UMCOR to aid in
their Relief work.

2018 Anniversary Christmas Ornaments are still available
Trinity United Methodist of Sarasota is celebrating our 70th year anniversary.
We have come this far by faith. To commemorate our 70th Christmas as a
church, a special ornament has been created etched on beveled glass. A
great addition to your family decorations this three inch ornament features
our cross and flame and recognizes our 70 years of serving Christ. In addition to getting one for yourself, you may also purchase one for a family member or friend recalling their role in our seven decades of being a church. During weekdays there will be one on display in the church office.
Each ornament is only $10.00 and comes packaged in a box suitable for gift giving. All proceeds
will benefit our Trinity community ministries. Celebrate with Trinity by having your own commemorative ornament.
Thank you for your support, The 70thAnniversary Committee.
GlorYoga

When the song of angels is stilled,

Coupons available to give to
family & friends for 1 free
class

When the star in the sky is gone,

Yoga offers benefits of exercise along with enhanced
awareness of the mind, body
and spirit connection. In
GlorYoga, we give glory to
God, our creator. Because yoga is gentle, almost anyone can
do it, regardless of age or fitness level. For
more information, contact Certified Fitness
Instructor: Jennifer Means.
gloryoga@gmail.com.
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When the kings and princes are departed,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To rebuild peace among brothers
To make music for all to hear
-Howard Thurman

Smart Driving Class
AARP SMART DRIVING CLASS
This six hour-two day class helps drivers over
55 overcome the effects of aging while reviewing the latest traffic laws including photo enforcement. Most insurance companies give a
5% premium discount. If you previously took
the class please remember you need to retake
it every three years for the insurance discount
to continue.
The classes are scheduled at Trinity on:
January 31 & February 1,

Disciple Bible Study
Disciple Bible Study

Pastor Lisa and a joyful group of students are
working their way through the entire Bible on
Wednesdays from 11am-12:15pm in Haley
Hall. You are most welcome to come for any
and all of the two week studies along the way.
Wednesdays, January 2 and 9
Readings from Exodus and Leviticus on the
theme of Atonement

Cell Phones for Soldiers

Evening Class:

Over the years we have donated almost 400
used phones to the Cell Phones for Soldiers
organization and will continue to collect them
in this New Year. A basket is available to Haley Hall to drop them off and Margot Stanton
will deliver them.

February 18 & 25, (6-9:30PM)

https://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/

March 18 & 19,
April 11 & 12
(above are 9:00AM to 12:30PM)

Preregistration is required. The only cost is
for materials and is $15.00 for AARP members
(membership # required) and $20.00 for nonmembers.
Any church member regardless of age who
does not qualify for an insurance discount may
take the class for free but must register.

To register or questions call
Lee Moyer at 484-374-3806

New Address?
Has your contact information changed? Telephone number or email address? If so, please
let me know so I can update our records. We
want to keep in touch with you so we can share
news about everything that’s going on at Trinity
through the Acorn.
Thank you.
Membership Secretary, Nancy Smith
nancy@iTrinity.org or call Church office
on Tuesdays

Recycle those Christmas Cards
We are collecting greeting cards of all kinds (Christmas, birthday, Valentines, etc.) both used and
new (with envelopes) for LOVELAND CENTER. Please put them in the designated basket under
the missions bulletin board. They are used by them in many ways.
LOVELAND CENTER is a productive and safe place for adults with developmental disabilities that
focuses on offering individualized services. Services which empower adults with developmental
disabilities to make informed decisions about their work, lifestyle and citizenship so that they may
become more self-sufficient and interconnected with the community.
Nancy Harter is coordinating this outreach.
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Panel Discussion on Cuba

January Birthdays

BREAKING THE SILENCE ON CUBA
February 16, 2019
11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Christ United Methodist Church
1475 Center Road
Venice, FL 34292







Jorge Fernandez, Executive Director and
Co-Founder of Americans for Humanitarians
Dan Christopherson, President, Southwest
District Mission Program, Inc.
Allen Speer, CEO of Agape Flights
Pastor Edelis LaCosta, Cuba Pastor,
escaped Cuba on a boat
Moderator and translator: Ginny Derrough

Free BBQ lunch being served. Sponsored by
Southwest District Mission Program, Inc.
ChristForCuba.com

Pam Anthofer

1/1

Julie Calmes

1/3

Octavia Cross

1/5

Nelson Pearson 1/8
Pru Beishline

1/9

Jerry Voyles 1/9
Lyn Campbell

1/12

Louise Cowles

1/15

Henry Schnathmann
Revella Lee

1/20

Grace Stimson

1/20

Trent Rader 1/21
Don Lints

1/25

Diane Nash

1/25

Thomas Welsh

Lay Servant Ministries
Basic Course in Lay Ministries

Fri., February 15th 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Sat., February 16th 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

1/18

1/25

Phyllis Landis 1/27
Dawn Sutton
Bob Booth
Vinnie Nash

1/27

1/28
1/30

Pat Woodyard 1/30

th

Mon., February 18 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Ministry isn’t just a clergy endeavor; all Christians are called to serve! Laity serve on the
front line of evangelical living. Come and explore and discover your unique call in serving
God, neighbor and the greater church with the
United Methodist Church, along with current or
future friends from Trinity and our District.
This is a ten-hour course over three days held
at Trinity, led by Rev. Lisa Ann Degrenia. You
must be present for all ten hours to receive
credit. Contact Pastor Lisa for more details.
pastorlisa@iTrinity.org
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January Anniversaries
Lee & Joy Moyer 1/5
Dave & Nancy Masterson
Roy & Louise Cowles

1/20

1/28

PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for: Eddie Aguilera, Kay Anthofer, Britney Bang, Ken Birt, Pat Birt,
Bobbie Bruce, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, John Ellsworth, Johanna Friday, Thomas Grim, Tom
Hankins, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Susan Hicks, Barb Hohl, Bert Hooglander, Craig
Jorgensen, Sara Kane, George Kistler, Helen Krotec, Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Kai Nash,
George Pierce, Rob Purser, Jerry Ralston, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter,
Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard.
Also please pray for our military family: Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Tanner Holly, Gunnar
Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp,
Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
If you know someone you would like to be put on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed,
call the church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

SAVE THE DATE:
REVIVAL SUNDAY - February 17th
January 6:
9:00 am: needed
10:30 am: Jerry and Ruby Ralston
Welcome Center: Steve and Jane Cook
Crucifer: Carly Ellsworth
January 13:
9:00 am: needed
10:30 am: Emily Beck, Sandy Thayer
Welcome Center: Barb Hunt
Crucifer: Owen Woodyard
January 20:
9:00 am: Patty Leathers, Geoge Hoskins
10:30 am: Tom Surprise, Diane Freestone
Welcome Center: Laurie Ward
Crucifer: Marguerite Hankins
January 27:
9:00 am: Susan and David Francisco
10:30 am: Jim and Solita Tay
Welcome Center: Ethel Paki
Crucifer: Mike Ray

Altar Flowers
2019 Altar Flowers
If you would like to sponsor the Altar Flowers
for a Sunday worship service, please see signup sheet on table in back of Sanctuary. Cost is
$45 and you may take the flowers home with
you at the end of the service.

January Communion Prep:
9:00 am: Omer and Bev Quesnel
10:30 am: Carol Swart, Joy Voyles
January Liturgist: Diane Freestone

Needed Greeters Ministry Coordinator for
the 9 am Worship Service to line up volunteers
for Greeting and Welcome Center. Contact
Church Office if you can help. We are grateful
and blessed by Ginny Lints for faithfully serving
in this role in the past .
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Thank you Notes
Jim and Solita thank everyone who sent the
many cards and prayers after the death of
their beloved brother.

A big thank you to the following Trinity Angels
who blessed one or more residents of The
Pines with the Christmas presents they wished
for:
Becki Creighton
Diane Freestone
Rebecca Burke (Blessed 3 residents!)
Betsy Bundy
Gail Hoffman
Karen Remfrey
Marg MacLaughlan
Evelyn Miller
Phyllis and Wendall Pritchett
Carol Willette
Sam Caudle
Nancy Masterson
Hannah Circle (Blessed 2 residents!)

From the staff and the children of Trinity
Preschool, I would like to say a very special
thank you to all those who helped with the Preschool gifts of the book, You Are Special by
Max Lucado. The response Nancy Masterson
received for the gift of the book, the inscriptions
in the books, and the team that wrapped the
books made this a special time for the preschoolers. They were very excited when Pastor
Lisa handed them their gift and she personally
said Merry Christmas to them. Thank you for
thinking of our littlest ones and always being
there for the Preschool. It never goes unnoticed or underappreciated! Thank you again
and Happy New Year! - Pam Rader, Director

And another big thank you to Margot and Hal
Stanton who have led this ministry for the
last 20+ years. They are retiring from this ministry and we are looking for another champion
with a passion for blessing those in need, to
lead us next year. Please let Nancy Masterson know if you are interested.
The beautiful decorations in our Sanctuary during Advent and Christmas were provided by
these Trinity Angels:
Dave Masterson, Emily Beck, George Cook,
Ed Degrenia, Tom Hankins, Cindy Jorgensen,
Steve Mayer, Tom Surprise, Fritz Springer,
Carol Swart, Sandy Thayer.
Our apologies if we missed your name!
Drop by on Saturday, January 12th, 9 am so
we can pack up the Christmas Decorations and
put away safely until next year.
Thank you UMWomen for beautifully decorating Haley Hall for Christmas.
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Mr. & Mrs. Santa joined the Preschool
families at their annual Christmas Party
and “snowball fight”.

Love Offering
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
Staff Love Offering again this year. Your generosity and words of encouragement and the
CAKE were all humbly appreciated.
It’s a blessing to serve our Lord at Trinity. Brooke, Dwayne, Gennie, Glenna, Jack, Karen,
LaTerry, Pam, Russ, Tee, Trevor, Wanda

January 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Every Sunday:
9:00 am & 10:30 am
Worship

Every Monday:

Every Tuesday

TGIWednesday:
Summer Schedule
8 am: 40 minutes of hymns,
a devotion and communion
9 am GlorYoga
10 am Prayer Gathering
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study
4:30 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Chime Time Team
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm Students of the Way

Every Thursday:

Every Friday:
8:00 am
Breakfast
Group at Tasty
Home Cookin’

(Other weekly
small groups
available -

9:00 am & 10:30 am
Adult Small Groups
Nursery Hours
9 -11:30 a.m.
Promise Kids
9 - 10:30 a.m.

9 am TVB
Rehearsals

6:00 am
Breakfast Group
at Dennys

10:30 am
Program Staff

4 pm Men’s Bible
Study, Wesley

Youth Praise Band
10:30 am
1

6 Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship
2pm: Family Fun

7
1 pm Hannah
Circle @ Ann
Golm’s

8
9:30 am
Ruth Circle
Haley

2
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)*
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20
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

21 Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr’s
Birthday
Church office
closed

27

28

9 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

Noon
Men’s Lunch
Bunch, Haley

15

5:30 pm
Stewardship Team

11:30 am
Lunch Lift
At Connor’s

22

6:30 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsals

3 9:30 am
UMWomen Board

5
8am - 4pm
POV Workshop
Haley Hall

10

11

12

ALL DAY:
Prayer & Fasting
for the future of
UMC

10 am
FISH Sarasota,
Wesley

7pm Rummage
Sale Table set up

6 pm Prayer
Service in the
Sanctuary
16
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

17

4 pm GlorYoga
upstairs

18

6pm
Why? Small Group
Study, Wesley

19

9 am GlorYoga upstairs

51st Annual Rummage Sale
23
TGIWednesday Schedule

24

25

30
TGIWednesday Schedule

31
9 am - noon
AARP Safe
Drivers Class

February 1

6 pm
Why? Small Group
Study, Wesley

29

for more
information.)

4

*No Chime Time Team

9
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

11am Book
Study at
Der Dutchman
Sun Porch

iTrinity.org

Church Office
Closed

No Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

6pm Board of
Trustees

15

4:15 pm GlorYoga

6pm Youth Group

6:30 pm Persis
Circle, Wesley
13
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship
1-4pm Lions Club Training, Mary Hill

2pm Daniel Plan

9am-noon
AARP Safe
Drivers Class

26

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Sound Board: Mark Anthofer
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Preschool Director: Pam Rader
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,
Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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