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An Integrity of Faith and a Clarity of Witness:
Can the U.S. Church Rediscover its Voice and Honor its Lord?
By Bishop Ken Carter, 8/20/18

The summer has been a long one for the church, a parched wilderness in which we have experienced
not showers of blessings but the relentless heat and light shining upon our sins and failures.
+In our United Methodist Church, we continue the slow journey toward a special called General Conference to discern and debate our impasse over understandings of human sexuality in the church.
This impasse creates anxiety about the future, fuels judgment about others across ideological lines,
strains relationships and perpetuates a sense among some of being excluded and among others of
being stereotyped.
+In the Roman Catholic Church, wrenching new discoveries of the abuse of children and youth by the
clergy in the U.S. and other nations has shaken this tradition to its core. Added to this pain is the documented knowledge of these practices by those in spiritual authority. Many United Methodists in Florida trace their spiritual journeys to beginnings in the Catholic Church.

+In the seeker-oriented and highly visible Willow Creek Community Church, a decades-long pattern of
predatory sexual behavior by their founder, Bill Hybels, has diminished a legacy of leadership and influence and left a trail of betrayal and harm. Many Florida United Methodists have invested significantly in learning about the Willow Creek model of ministry. Of course, this has taken place within the larger #MeToo movement.
+And in one stream of the evangelical church in the U.S., a political alliance with President Donald
Trump has been strained by the government’s seizure and incarceration of immigrant children at our
borders and separation from their families and the President’s affair with a pornographic actress during his third marriage. How U.S. citizens vote for president is a private matter, although Trump did carry the state of Florida in the 2016 election.
What do these events of the summer teach us?
+We need healthier relationships between clergy and laity; and, yes, we need to resist placing spiritual
leaders on a pedestal. This is true for Popes and Bishops and Mega-Church Pastors. And it is true for
anyone who stands in a pulpit and speaks for God.
+We need clearer lines of authority. Churches do not need leadership structures of five to seven people. The purpose in our polity of distinct staff-parish and finance committees and boards of trustees is
to differentiate these areas of administrative work and to place the laity in positions of shared oversight with the clergy.
+We need to spend more time in relationships with a few others who will hold us spiritually accountable. This was the heritage of the band meetings and class meetings in early Methodism. This happens
in many of our covenant groups across the Florida Conference. I wonder if our current climate for life,
church and ministry almost requires this practice.
+In a culture that is divided in toxic and severe ways, we need to discover what we share in common
within the church and beyond it. Within the church, we need to refocus on what is our core—to keep
the main thing the main thing. The core is in the Creeds, the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, the
Lord’s Prayer, our General Rules (do no harm, do all the good we can, stay in love with God), the
Great Commission and the Great Commandment. We can often quickly describe how we differ from
other churches and followers of Jesus. Can we invest time in discovering what we share in common
with them? And beyond the church, how can we model the life of Jesus, who is the world’s peace,
amongst other religious traditions, in a secular culture, and across political parties?
Continued next page
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+The church must acknowledge its complicity in the harm done to women by their spiritual leaders,
colleagues and congregants. We can develop a culture that trusts the voices of women in pulpits,
around cabinet tables and in complaint processes and local church leadership. We can also deepen
our reading of the experiences and scholarship of women who teach us about scripture and tradition,
our journey inward towards God and our engagement with the world’s suffering and injustice.
+We believe in separation of church and state but not a “naked public square.” The church is called
to help form the conscience of society. We are given spiritual gifts for the common good, and we are
called to be a voice for those who have no advocates or lobbyists to plead on their behalf. Of course,
our witness is compromised by our own moral failure and apathy. Yet, in humility we name the
threats to the democracy in which we live, which makes rights possible for those who dream for
safety, education, food and health for their children, just as we do for ours. And, more positively, the
church can call and equip women and men from its own membership who will use the power of political office to serve the most vulnerable in our society.
Where is our hope?
There is one Lord, Jesus Christ. In obedience to Him we place all other leaders under His name, in
the church and in the nation. We are in need of His forgiveness and grace. We rejoice in His salvation and healing. We are made a part of His body in baptism and become more like Him through discipleship. God loves the world so much that He sends Jesus into the world. We cannot escape,
abandon or ignore the world. Yes, the church often reflects the sin of the world. Yet, the world is in
need of people whose light shines in the darkest places. Many Methodists across Florida offer this
witness in their everyday lives. In a time of very real discouragement, God is never without the witness of whose lives display the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
This is the integrity of our faith and the clarity of our witness, even in an anxious and discouraging
season. Jesus Christ is Lord. We are His disciples, His servants, His church. And, when the people
of the world see Jesus in the church—in us—they experience this as good news. And, in response
we bear witness, with our lives and with our words, and usually in that order, that we belong to Him,
that we depend on Him, that we give any glory or credit for any good we contribute to the world to
Him.
Prayer:
O God, You are our judge and our hope.
In Jesus You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.
Give us a faith that has integrity and a witness that has clarity,
so that all may know You and Your love, and the abundant life You have come to give us,
and that Your will may become a reality on earth, as it is in heaven.
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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September Message Series

September Focus:
Pursuing Peace

Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it. – Psalm 34:14
As followers of Jesus Christ, we’re called to
foster peace in the midst of evil, controversy,
and conflict. Grow your understanding and
skills in peacemaking through our upcoming
Sunday messages, Bible reading plan, and
book discussion sessions.

Sunday Messages
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Cultivating a Heart of Peace
Recognizing a Heart of War
Out of the Box
Helping Things Go Right

Matthew 5:43-47; Genesis 1:26-27
Galatians 6:13-18; Luke 18:9-14; Matthew 6:1-6
Mark 6:30-34; John 8:1-11
1 Samuel 24; Ephesians 4:1-6

Bible Reading Plan

How does this passage reveal the nature and will of God? What is the big idea and why is it important?
Is there an example to follow or avoid? Lord, help me apply the truth of this passage to my life today!
September 2-8
Genesis 1:26-27
1 John 4:7-12

Ezekiel 36:26
John 14:15-27

September 9-15
Galatians 5:13-26
Luke 18:9-14

Galatians 6:13-18 James 4:1-10
Romans 12:3-5
Matthew 6:1-6

September 16-22
Mark 6:30-34
Romans 12:9-21

Matthew 5:1-16
Mark 14:3-9

Psalm 51
Matthew 7:1-5, 12

September 23-29
Luke 10:25-37
John 8:1-11

1 Samuel 24
Luke 15:11-32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Ephesians 4:1-6

Matthew 5:43-47
Micah 4:1-5

Book Discussion Sessions

Read The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict by The Arbinger
Institute and come to one or more of our book discussion sessions. Three
copies are available to check out through the church office and one copy is
available to check out through the blue UMW reading library in Haley Hall.

Sunday, September 16 at 4:00pm at Panera on Bee Ridge & Cattlemen
Thurs., September 20 at 9:00am at Caribou Coffee & Einstein Bagels
corner of Bee Ridge and Tamiami Trail
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70th Anniversary Celebration
The Light of Love in our Sanctuary
We see it every time we gather for worship. Every
time we raise our eyes, our hands, our hearts,
its light of Love shines down on us. It is our magnificent stained glass window above the altar. It
speaks to us without ever uttering a sound, and
we feel God’s love.

Did you ever stop and wonder how it came about?
It certainly could not be ordered from a catalog or
from Amazon.com. What did it take for us to
have this beautiful window?
After much prayer, twenty-five Trinity members
were selected to design and bring to the new
sanctuary an inspiring window. Through many
meetings and more prayer, the symbols and colors were planned. The White Stained Glass Studio of Sarasota carried out the plans, showing a
“Go Into All the World” theme in a 20thcentury style of stained glass art.
Faceted glass involves using glass dalles, or
slabs, in combination with an opaque matrix. Chipping and faceting the pieces of glass diffuse the light passing through and add sparkle to
the beauty. There are fifteen sections to the whole
window, five in each of the three large sections.
In translucent tones chosen to be both joyous and
soothing, the image depicts the cross central to our faith. The descending dove represents the Holy Spirit of God in our lives. The circular movement symbolizes God’s unending love for all people
and God’s grace and Spirit going out into the entire world.
The worship center that houses this beautiful testimony was dedicated some 34 years ago. (1984)
Like the building, this window took much prayer, time and dedication all to the glory of God.
To quote Dr. Paul F. Andrus, pastor: “To the many persons who have prayed, worked, and sacrificed that this day might come, let the commendation of God suffice: ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant.’ May all who come here feel the touch of God upon their lives that have rested upon those
who have been called to this great task.”
As the light from outside changes, so the window changes with varying colors and brightness. No
two worshippers will see it in just the same way. The original planners imagined each of us finding
our own inspiration in the light coming into our worship space. It was their prayer that all who enter
the sanctuary and look upon the window will be inspired by the light and colors, challenged by the
symbolism, and comforted by an awareness of God’s presence with us always.
In this year of our 70th anniversary as Christ’s church, let us stop and think about what hands and
minds can do to the glory of God. The next time you gaze at the window and are in awe of all the
things that God does for us, take a moment to thankfully remember the vision and dedication of
those who made this dream a reality. What is God calling you to make a reality?
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Family Ministry Events

2018 Family Ministry Events
Family Fun Lunch Fellowship

1st Sunday of every month, 10:30am-noon
includes Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, and Dec. 2
Family-fun activities and games, free lunch and dessert, plus encouraging
fellowship for parents and kids.

Parents’ Night Out
2nd Friday of every month, 6:00pm-10:00pm
includes Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9, and Dec. 14
Parents finally get a night to themselves while kids enjoy a free dinner, fun
games, awesome crafts, and a kid-friendly movie with popcorn. Drop-off
any time after 6pm and pick-up any time before 10pm.
RSVP by calling 941-924-7756 ext.158.

Promise Kids (K-6th grade)
Sunday mornings, 9:00-10:15am
Music and prayer in the sanctuary with our church family before heading to
Heritage Hall for games, crafts, Bible stories, and Big Ideas.

Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)

1st Wednesday of every month, 6:00-7:30pm
includes Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov.7, and Dec. 5
Faith, friendships, and fun including free pizza, shaved ice truck, open game
room, rock climbing wall, OctoDome, obstacle courses, and more.
2nd, 3rd, etc. Wednesdays involve discipleship and leadership training.
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Music Ministry
"To Every Thing There Is A Season..."
You've, no doubt, heard it said many times by family members, friends,
and associates especially from the more seasoned among the crowd;
"Whew, I'm glad Christmas comes only once a year!"
Well, let's dissect that for a moment... Whereas Christmas is indeed one
day that occurs once a year, just the preparation for the occasion is not
uncommonly a ridiculous number of days preceding the actual event.
Add to that, whereas, the onerous contemporary commercialization of said holiday at one time began
following Thanksgiving Day 'after' leftovers, now it officially commences the day after Halloween.
One can clearly understand the 'exasperation' of the aforementioned quip!
Whatever... Fact is, a new season is indeed upon us, with plans already being considered for World
Communion Sunday, All Saint's Day, Thanksgiving Unity Worship Service and, of course, Advent,
moving into the Christmas Holidays.
In addition to the reconvening of rehearsal and service schedules for the Trinity Vocal Band on Tuesdays, the Kidz' Chorus on Wednesdays, and the Chancel Choir on Thursdays, there will begin something NEW!
The abandoned cases begged the re-implementation and re-establishment of a certain venerable
music ministry group, but in a brand new fun-filled, keepin'-the-beat, soulful way.
The Wisdom of the Lord has revealed a way to revitalize the team instrument referred to as
'hand-chimes' that will be multi-generational, with the emphasis on whomever grammar
school age and youth wish to participate!
Honors to Barbara Ellsworth who, until relatively recently, was the driving force to keeping this ministry going. Perhaps those who participated before would be enthused to see a fresh new approach to
this wonderful instrument. This new approach will encourage parents/grand-parents to bring and
learn how to play this easy team instrument along with their kid's/grand kid's in a fresh, fabulous
fashion! There will be spaces for up to 12 to 14 folks to fit in.
A colorful curriculum has been located to enable everyone at whatever age to learn in a fun, nonstressed way, but we we've got to get everyone on board who is interested so that we can all begin
on the ground floor together.
The regular music ministry group rehearsals will reconvene and commence during the week following the Labor Day Holiday. That's Sept.
4th, 5th, and 6th. The initial meeting time and date for our new
"Hand-Chime Time Team" will be Wednesday, September 12th at
5:15 pm in the choir room!
Look for further announcements, etc.!
Mr. Butler
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United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women
Trinity UMW welcomes all women to be a part of the Unit here at Trinity
with 3 active circles. UMWomen is the largest faith based organization in
the world with over 800,000 members in mission in many ways, but mainly
for women, children and youth. If you would like more information, contact
Trinity UMW Presient Sherrill Carr at srcmusic@ verizon.net.
Executive Board Meeting Tuesday Sept. 4th,
9:30 am in Haley Hall.

Hannah Circle

meets on Monday, September 10, at noon
in Haley Hall for a welcome back covered dish
luncheon. It will be hosted by Beatty Shipley
and Nancy Masterson.
Jan Robertson, Chair

Persis Circle
will meet on the Second Tuesday,
September 11, 6:30 pm, Wesley Room.
Pam Rader, Chair

Ruth Circle
Our "Welcome Back" first meeting after the
summer break will be held at the
home of Joy Voyles. We will open with prayer
and a short meeting. Lunch, fun, fellowship,
sharing, and games will follow the meeting.
Weather permitting, the gathering will
be outdoors (lanai), so come comfortable and
casual.
Members will be contacted the first part of
Sept. to see if they plan to attend and
to answer any questions they might have.
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2018
Time: 11:00 AM (* note time change)
Place: Home of Joy Voyles
Lunch: Will be provided
Contact Info: Joy Voyles / 926-2517

TUSKEEGEE AIRMEN
SAVE THE DATE - OCTOBER 6, 2018
A few months ago I was searching
the internet for a program for Ruth Circle. I filled out an application with the
Tuskegee Airmen.
Later I received a call from George Hardy agreeing to be our speaker. I asked
him how long he had been a speaker for
the Airmen. His reply astounded me “I am one!”
I have since met Mr. Hardy and he is an amazing man, who fought for our country in WWII with the
renowned Tuskegee Airmen. You can google Mr. Hardy and be amazed at his accomplishments.
So the United Methodist Women are sharing this program with the congregation and guests.
Join us on Saturday, Oct. 6th at 10:30 A.M. in Haley Hall. Refreshments will be served.
Ruby Cook - Ruth Circle Chairperson
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Praise Reports / Glory Sightings
Thank You for Prayers, cards, and concern. No
way could I have sat still with out your prayers,
my family and friend, Carol, nagging me to put
my head down. Hope to see you Sunday Mary Raymond
To the Congregation of Trinity UMC
From the family of Leah A. Dukes
Trinity was a faith home for our parents, Leah
and Jim Dukes for many years. But what we as
family would say is that Trinity became a faith
home for us as well. Over the years we have
worshiped at Trinity, joined “The Solos” luncheons, and celebrated Mom’s 90th at a coffee
hour reception at Trinity. You have supported
us, prayed for us, and stood with us in services
celebrating the lives of our father, grandfather,
and great grandfather Jim Roe Dukes in January 2006; our sister, mother, and aunt Nancy
Ostuni in February 2018; and our mother,
grandmother and “GG” Leah Ann Swiger Dukes
in July 2018.
Thank you for your cards, your prayers, your
presence, your encouragement, your tributes.
You have been a blessing to us.
Marilyn Dukes Bursch, on behalf of our family

Last year, with
your help, the
Trinity United
Methodist
Church’s Scholarship Golf Tournament was a great
success. Thank
you for your gifts
and we hope you
can help again this
year. Your generosity helped make
possible 11 student Scholarships.
We make a living
by what we do. We make a life by what we
give. Thank you for being so giving.
Glenn Wood, Scholarship Committee Chair
Scholarship Recipients 2018/2019
Charles Anthofer
Univ. of Florida - Chemical Engineering
Kelsey Anthofer
Florida State Univ. College of Law
Elizabeth Hicks
Florida Southern College - Economics

Emma Kral
Clemson Univ. - Mechanical Engineering
Gunner Kral*
Clemson University, Chemical Engineering
*Harmon Scholar
Jordan Means
University of Southern Maine - Media Studies
Emma Odenweller
Florida International College - Marine Biology

Ashley Rader
Univ. of North Florida - Special Education
Taylor Rader
Univ. of Florida - Industrial & Systems Engineering
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Congratulations to all of this year's Trinity Scholarship recipients. Six of the eleven were in worship Sunday for a back to school blessing and
to receive their checks. Many thanks and blessings to Glenn Wood and his team for answering
God's call and making this possible.

Amanda Wagler
Florida Southern College - Biochemistry
Kayla Wagler
Florida State University - Psychology/Spanish

Trinity United Methodist Church
Cordially invites you to our
13th ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, September 29, 2018
8:00 am Shotgun Start
Four Person Scramble
Serenoa Golf Club
Entry Fee: $75.00 per person
Includes: cart, green fees, range balls, lunch and 2 drinks with lunch.
Prizes will be awarded based on the best 4-person scramble score.
Everyone wins a prize! There will also be four closest-to-the-pin and long
drive prizes for both the men and women. Plus many, many attendance
prizes!
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
For further information please call: Glenn Wood 922-2789 or Dave Masterson 923-3827. For reservations, please mail the reservation form with payment. Thank you!
Team Contact Information
Name:___________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________
City:__________________________State:_______Zip:____________
Phone Number:___________________________________________
_____Please include me in the following foursome:
____________________________________________________Phone:____________________
____________________________________________________Phone:____________________

____________________________________________________Phone:____________________
____________________________________________________Phone:____________________
Or _____Please include me in a foursome organized by Trinity
Make checks payable to: Trinity United Methodist Church Golf Tournament
Mail to: Trinity, 4150 S. Shade Ave., Sarasota, FL 34231 Attn: Men’s Group
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Board of Trustees
Security Issues
Recently the Trustees asked the congregation
for constructive feedback concerning security
issues and what we can do to prevent or handle
“live shooter” situations on our campus. Also,
we solicited from you any ideas, opinions, solutions, and additional information that you wished
to volunteer to us so our evaluation would be as
inclusive as possible. It was a blessing to witness the interest so many people have shown in
this project. You would be surprised as to the
number of new subjects that were brought to our
attention during this process. These encompassed security and safety concerns not only
during worship, but also the overall preparedness we exhibit “24/7” campus wide.
We want to thank all those who participated in
this exercise. Your thoughtful input has given us
the ability to determine a consensus on how you
feel about certain important topics.
As you can understand, evaluating all of your
feedback has and will be a very large and timeconsuming job. We want to be thorough and
accurate as all of this material is examined.
Conclusions will be made as to what the congregation feels and particular recommendations will
be presented to a future meeting of the Leadership Council. This group will then decide on
what needs to be done. Some changes may
have to be made. Most assuredly you can count
on more planning and educational opportunities
for everyone as time goes on. We will keep you
informed.
Church Campus
Our beloved Trinity Church has been the place
where many, many faithful Christians have experienced the most meaningful religious experiences of their lives. I believe this because I am one
of them and I know I’m not alone. In so many
ways our church has been our shelter in the
storm. Our buildings on campus have served us
well. So well, in fact, that very little money has
had to be spent over the years for maintenance
aside from an occasional emergency here and
there.
The fact is, certain parts of our buildings are
worn and tired. They need our help this time. In
the months to come you will hear more about
what has to be done and how you can help. All
of us are in this together and together we will
move forward through Christ Jesus!
With great faith,
Dave Masterson, Trustee Chair
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Finance Team
The temperature is dropping, there's a crispness to the air, fall is here! Well, one of those
things is happening and with it comes the time
of year when we get back into gear, having enjoyed the more relaxing and kicked back days of
summer.
First things first, we need to let you know that
through July, our giving has fallen behind our
spending by about $4,000 and this includes
monies given in advance by some of our generous members. We are asking you to prayerfully
consider helping us "catch up".
Secondly, your Finance and Stewardship &
Generosity teams have turned an eye towards
the fall with optimism - we have seen our church
support many wonderful projects, we are excited about online giving, and our annual operating campaign starts next month.
Finally, in looking to 2019, we ask that you be
thinking about the role the church plays in your
life, your family's life and in our community. Our
church has so many passions and the good we
are doing is both tremendous and aweinspiring. These passions cannot come to fruition without support from you for our operating
budget.
In Christ,
Susan Kral, Finance Team Leader
Giving through July - $259,682
Spending through July - $263,501
Shortfall - $3,819
Giving includes about $42,800 in pledges paid
ahead of time. July was a three payroll month.

Super-Charged Conference
South West District faith communities will gather
for one of three super-charged events. Ours is
scheduled for
Saturday, October 27th
9am-noon
Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice, FL
We will have several inspirational speakers as
well as worship, celebration, connection and
the business of the charge conference.
----------------------------------------------------------The Trinity Leadership Council will gather
Monday, 10/8 at 6 pm in Haley Haley to discuss and approve our reports for the supercharged conference in October. All are welcome
to attend.

Day 4 Hope

You’re Invited

Celebrating What God Has Done
What a special day August 4th was in the life of
our church. Our doors and our hearts were
open to our neighbors, especially families from
Phillippi Shores Elementary School. We saw
many smiling guests and gracious, patient volunteers enjoying spending time together.
Over 200 volunteers came together from Trinity, Unity, and the community. 104 children
were served in preparation for the start of
school. We’re grateful to our hair stylists who
gave 46 haircuts. The amazing dental team
screened and applied fluoride to 62 children.
40 medical exams were completed by 5 physicians and 8 nurses. The loyal Lions did 41 diabetes screenings with 3 referrals. 4 children
were referred to the school nurse for follow-up
on their eye screenings.
God blessed us with many volunteers with special gifts including the translation team who
helped us communicate. Our photographers
took beautiful family portraits and candid shots
of the event. Our friends from Unity of Sarasota handled the pickup and distribution of groceries from All Faith’s Food Bank and
Detwiler’s Farm Market. It’s impossible to recognize everyone who helped prepare for Day 4
Hope and who served on August 4th. Thank
you Trinity for coming together to serve our
neighbors. God has truly blessed all who were
part of Day 4 Hope.

Contact Information
Has your contact information changed?
If so, please let me know so I can update our
records. We want to keep in touch with you so
we can share news about everything that’s going on at Trinity through the Acorn and emails.
Thank you.
Membership Secretary, Nancy Smith
nancy@iTrinity.org or call Church office
on Tuesdays

11

GlorYoga
What is Yoga? Yoga is a series of
stretches and poses that you do with
breathing techniques. It offers the
powerful benefits of exercise along
with enhanced awareness of the
mind, body and spirit connection. In GlorYoga, we as the creation, give glory to God, our creator. And since yoga is gentle, almost anyone can
do it, regardless of your age or fitness level. Modifications and progressions of poses are offered to
meet your level of practice.
Location: South Gym of Heritage Hall
Certified Fitness Instructor: Jennifer Means.
gloryoga@gmail.com for information.

GlorYoga Basics - Wednesdays
A mixed level class, including mat and chair instruction. Doors open at 8:45am, class begins at
9 am until 10:15 am.
GlorYoga – Thursdays
A mixed level class, mat only. Doors open at 4 pm,
class begins at 4:15 to 5:30 pm
Classes are $5 each or $20 per month. First class
is free. Drop-ins are most welcome! No preregistration needed.

Online Course

September Birthdays

Children of Abraham
Christians, Jews, Muslims - all members of
faiths that claim descent from Abraham, Sarah
and Hagar, in whose family God promised all
the families of the earth will be blessed.” Five
thousands years later their spiritual descendants are often trapped in mutual suspicion, misunderstanding and conflict. What can we do, as
followers of Jesus, the prince of Peace, to encourage safety and peace in our own locations?
Participants must obtain the book “The Faith
Club” by Ranya Idilby, Suzanne Oliver, and
Priscilla Warner, which is not included in the
$55 course fee.
For more information, contact Hank Lunsford
941/284-3241 hank.lunsford@gmail.com

Rummage Sale
Oh my goodness! I can’t believe that it is time to
start planning ahead for next year’s 51st Annual
Rummage Sale. Last sale’s proceeds are being
used around our Church, our town and even out
into the world. FISH, The Pines, Philippi Shores,
Church camp, Day4Hope, COPA in the Dominican Republic are just a few of the places being
helped by all your efforts at last January’s Sale.
Summer is my time to “neaten up” corners and
drawers, putting aside items (‘til they can come
in Jan.) that we can put in the next Sale. I hope
you are doing the same.
At the next Jan. R-Sale, (January 17, 18, 19,
2019) we would like to organize and do the preparations just a bit differently. We are looking for
a “few good men and women” to Chair or Cochair the various areas of the sale, such as
Books/media, the Boutique, Bake sale, PreSale
Dinner, toys/sports, tools/man stuff/appliances,
ladies & kids clothing, antiques/art/main floor
misc., helping with Craigslist/Swip.swap ,linens/
crafts and more. The time needed can be flexible. We will take care of the starting set-up but
could YOU perhaps help keep track of one of
these areas?
Looking forward to another wonderful year and
thanking you in advance, I am Evelyn Miller.
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Fritz Sprenger
Norma Fryer
David Francisco
Lee Taylor
Lisa Hatfield
Carolyn Thomas
Tammy Barnett
David Wyatt
Alana Bush
Brenda Lee Hickman
George Alberici
Bill Smith
Linda Easterday
Kathryn Logan
Debbie Tippen
Patty Leathers
George Ormiston
Paula McCullough
Lois Olmsted
Wendall Pritchett
Paula Neumeier
Steve Puhaly
Mark Calmes
Allie Demes
Debra Martin
Tonya Smith
Christina Wilhelm
Leah Dukes
Phillip Jorgensen
George Hoskins
Bert Hooglander

9/4
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/9
9/10
9/12
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/17
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/30

September Anniversaries
Ian Bland & Becki Creighton

9/2

Vinnie & Diane Nash 9/8
Bill & Tonya Smith

9/22

Leon & Wendy Newsome

9/24

New Adult Class
“Students of the Way”
(formerly Wascally Wesleyans)
Beginning Wednesday, September 5th, 7 pm
“Each Day, Jesus says to us, “Come follow
Me”. If we say “yes”, we can be sure that a
good and beautiful day lies ahead of us. And
we string those days to weeks, months, years,
decades, we will have lived a good and beautiful life”.
Come and join us for The Good and Beautiful
LIFE, 5 Chapters remain. Then we start “The
Good and Beautiful Community”. We have
great discussions, questions, comments and
fellowship.
Come have a beautiful Life
with us.

Agape Small Group
Agape Small Group meets Sundays at 10:30 am
in the Upper Room (Heritage stage) Join them
as they begin on new study:

Live Large, Be Different, Shine Bright
12 contagious qualities for healthy relationships
by Doug Fields & Joshua Griffin.

Disciple 1 Bible Study
Wednesdays at 11am in Haley Hall
starting September 19
Journey through the entire Bible with a great
discussion group. Contact Pastor Lisa to register and secure your workbook for the class

Blessings,
Omer Quesnel

ECHO Global Farm Tour
Conversations with Bishop Carter
The Cross and the Flame
Join Bishop Ken Carter on Wednesday, September 19th, 6:30 pm at
Harvest UMC, Lakewood Ranch.
The events are open to all and there
will be an opportunity to submit
questions for Bishop Carter prior to
the gatherings.
To register: flumc.org/
bishopconversation

Disaster Recovery Construction
The new tool trailer has been outfitted but needs
a truck to pull it up to Lakeland’s Conference Office to have the logo painted on it. It needs to go
as soon as someone can help me with it. We’ll
pay for your gas. In 2 weeks, we need someone
to help pick it up in Lakeland and take it to
Sebring to be used by Teams coming for Hurricane Irma restoration of homes. - Hank Lunsford
941/284-3241
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South West District of the United Methodist
Women is hosting an event on September 15
at ECHO Global Farm in Fort Myers.
ECHO is one of Southwest Florida’s top tourist
destinations: “a fascinating guided, walking
tour of the most creative working farm you
have ever experienced. Along the way you will
find unique demonstrations, plants, and techniques useful to farmers and urban gardeners
in developing countries. Experience the seven
settings of the Global Farm which feature
crops, techniques, and animals from around
the world. Goats, chickens, ducks, fish and
rabbits are all found on our farm; and ECHO is
home to one of the largest collections of tropical food plants in the United States. You won't
want to miss the demonstrations in our Urban
Garden, a perennial favorite, which features
some wacky, yet effective ways to grow crops
If enough are interested, we can plan car pools
to ECHO which is a 2 hour trip from Sarasota so
we would need to be leave at 7:30 am to be
sure to be there by 10 am.
$10.50 pre-registration is required. You must
register/pay through UMW Treasurer Brenda
Lee Hickman by September 7th.

PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for: Eddie Aguilera, Bobbie Bruce, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, John
Ellsworth, Johanna Friday, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Susan Hicks, Bert Hooglander,
Barbara Jackson, Sara Kane, Linda and George Kistler, Helen Krotec, Luis Laborde, Maryalice
McIntyre, George Pierce, Rob Purser, Mary Raymond, Susan Rich, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith,
Ron Williams, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard.
Our Prayers are with the family and friends of Susan Keyser who died on August 17, 2018.
A memorial service will be held at Trinity on Thursday, September 6th at 5 pm.
Mission Specific Prayers: Midweek youth intern, a church webmaster, a leader to facilitate
the Agape small group.
Also please pray for our military family: Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Tanner Holly, Gunnar
Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp,
Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
If you know someone you would like to be put on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be
removed, call the church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

Brookdale ALF
September 2:
9:00 am: Mark and Margie Aukland
10:30 am: Carroll and Lisa Hatfield
Welcome Center: Ethel Paki
Crucifer: Carly Ellsworth
September 9:
9:00 am: Julie Calmes
10:30 am: Emily Beck, Sandy Thayer
Welcome Center: Barb Hunt
Crucifer: Marguerite Hankins
September 16:
9:00 am: Patty Leathers and George Hoskins
10:30 am: Tom Surpise, Diane Freestone
Welcome Center: Ruby Ralston
Crucifer: Marguerite Hankins
September 23:
9:00 am: Susan and David Francisco
10:30 am: Jim and Solita Tay
Welcome Center: Ethel Paki
Crucifer: Mike Ray
September 30:
9:00 am: Deb Martin, Mary Raymond
10:30 am: Ruby Ralston, Paula Neumeier
Welcome Center: Janet Headley
Crucifer: Carly Ellsworth
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Worship Service, every Sunday 1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Phillippi Creek
5501 Swift Road, Garden Room
We invite everyone to help with this weekly
worship service for the residents.
Come to visit with them for a few minutes before and after worship service; or lead the
singing of hymns or instrumental accompaniment.
For more info, please see Hank Lunsford
941/284-3241

September Communion
Communion Prep:
9:00 am: Omer and Bev Quesnel
10:30 am: Kay Anthofer, Carol Swart

Please contact Diane Freestone, if you
would like to be a Liturgist for the 10:30 am
Traditional Service.

September 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

Every Sunday:
9:00 am & 10:30 am
Worship

Every Monday:

Every Tuesday

TGIWednesday:
Summer Schedule
8 am: 40 minutes of hymns,
a devotion and communion
9 am GlorYoga
10 am Prayer Gathering
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study
4:30 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus/ HandChime Time Team
6 pm TGIW Dinner
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal

Every Thursday:

9:00 am & 10:30 am
Adult Small Groups

9 am TVB
Rehearsals

6:00 am
Breakfast Group
at Dennys

10:30 am
Program Staff

Nursery Hours
9 -11:30 a.m.
Promise Kids
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Youth Praise Band
10:30 am
2 Holy Communion
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
10:30 am Family Fun
Fellowship & Lunch
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

3
Labor Day
Church Office
Closed

9
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

10
Noon Hannah
Circle, Haley
9:30 am
Prayer Equipping
Class, Wesley

4
9:30 am UMW
Board meeting

5
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

6pm Trustee

6 pm Youth Group

11

12
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

11am
Ruth Circle at
home of Joy
Voyles

2pm Daniel Plan
4:15 pm GlorYoga
6:30 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsals

FRI

SAT

Every Friday: (Other weekly
8:00 am
small groups
Breakfast Group
available at Tasty Home
Cookin’
iTrinity.org
11am Book
Study at
Der Dutchman
Sun Porch

for more
information.)

Church Office
Closed
6

7

1 - 4pm
Wedding
Shower,
Haley

5pm
Memorial Service
Susan Keyser

13

14

6 pm Parents
Night Out

5:15 pm:
Hand-Chime Time Team

8

15
2 pm - 8 pm
Emmaus
Group, Haley

6:30 pm
Persis Circle
16
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship
4 pm: Book Discussion
at Panera’s

17

23
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

24
9:30 am
Prayer Equipping
Class, Wesley

30
9 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
1:30 pm
Brookdale ALF Worship

15

18

9:30 am
Prayer Equipping
Class, Wesley

6:30 pm
Bishop Conversations,
Harvest UMC

11:30 am
Ladies Lunch Lift
@ TooJays

12noon
Men’s Lunch
Bunch

19
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

25
9:30 am
Arts & Crafts
Group

26 Acorn Published
TGIWednesday Schedule
(see above)

20

21

9 am Book
Discussion,
Caribou Coffee &
Bagels

6 pm
Tri-M’s at
Pritchett’s

27

28

22

29
13th Annual
Scholarship
Golf
Tournament

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.
Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Sound Board: Sean Hamilton
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Preschool Director: Pam Rader
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,
Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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