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July 3rd Worship Celebration One service at 10:30 am.
Music representing both of our services will be
enjoyed. Communion shared together!

Followed by INDOOR PICNIC in Haley Hall. In honor
of the holiday weekend, enjoy hotdogs, potato salad,
watermelon and other treats. Special music by Phil
and Phil. Corn hole challenges will be going on! Who
has the best team??

Start of Summer Splash! One of the ideas born at a Community Connections Meeting was a
Water Slide Day open to our neighbors. It was a splashing success. Estimated over 100 children
attended with their families. We served 192 hot dogs! Thanks to Planning Team Kevin Wilhelm,
Russ Towery and Brenda Moore and the Trinity volunteers/greeters who helped

More Summer Splash pictures on page 5

Pastor’s Page
Hello Friends,
July is a month where we recognize the birthday of our country. We hear the word freedom
tossed around a lot such as ‘let freedom ring’ or ‘living in the home of the free.’ We talk about
personal freedom in relation to social issues which can be a topic of controversy – when is it
OK and when isn’t it? Most of the time that depends on who you ask. As followers of Christ,
what is our guidance on how to live under the umbrella of freedom?
Scripture reminds us of the wonderful gift Jesus gave through the cross which freed us from
sin and death. The whole chapter of Romans 6 has a focus on our freedom from the slavery
of sin. In Jesus we are under not the slavery of sin, but the freedom of grace. Sin will have
no power over you, because you aren’t under law, but under grace. Romans 6:14
The hard part is that with freedom comes responsibility, and over and over in scripture we are
reminded of that responsibility. You were called to freedom, siblings, only don’t let this freedom be an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses, but serve each other through love. All
the law has been fulfilled in a single statement: Love your neighbor as yourself. But if you bite
and devour each other, be careful that you don’t get eaten up by each other!
Galatians 5:13-15
It seems like we are in a period of ‘biting and devouring each other’ doesn’t it? The news is
full of it these days. And unfortunately we see it in churches as well. We have the freedom to
do that, but is that really how Christ calls us to live our faith? It seems in some ways that we
have lost the idea of true freedom. We live and worship in a country where we value freedom
which means we value the ability for all of us to have difference of opinion that don’t define
who we are as neighbors. When we love your neighbor as yourself as Jesus told us to do, we
can love them for the person they are even if we don’t agree with them. As a church we are
the witness to this idea of a new kind of freedom Jesus gives us. When we are focused on
Jesus, the differences around us seem to blur out.
Henri Nouwen in his book Letters to Marc said these wise words. “Freedom belongs to the
core of the spiritual life; not just the freedom that releases us from forces that want to oppress
us, but the freedom also to forgive others, to serve them, and to form a new bond of fellowship with them. In short, the freedom to love and to work for a free world.”
So as we celebrate our country this month, let’s be glad we live in a place where difference of
opinion is OK and in fact celebrated! And as we celebrate, we rejoice that Jesus is our guide
in how to be a free people – love our neighbor as yourself. Let’s make sure people around us
see that grace and not the ‘biting and devouring’ of others. Jesus does make a difference!!

Summer Blessings,
Linda
Summer Book Share

Summer time is a wonderful time to read good
books. We all have those books we have read
and want to share. Now is our chance! During
July a table will be in Haley Hall that anyone
can bring books they are finished reading and
think others may enjoy. Please just bring books
that are current and that most people would like
to read. No coffee table books, encyclopedias
etc. Bring books to the table and take home
some that you would like to read.
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Worship in July
Here is a little bit about each worship
service in July. Hope you will join us!
7/3 – ONE service at 10:30. Online worship at 10:30. Both Contemporary and
Traditional music represented. We will
share in communion together.
Scripture – 2 Corinthians 4:11-18
Sermon – Beachcomber – Driftwood
7/10 – Contemporary at 9:00, Traditional
at 10:30 Online at both.
Scripture – Exodus 3:1-6; Mark 6:6-13
Sermon – Beachcomber – Flip Flops
NOTE: Everyone is invited to wear your
favorite flip flops to church this Sunday!
7/17 – Conclusion of Beachcomber series
Scripture – 1 Peter 2:18- 25
Sermon – Beachcomber – Sunscreen and
Sunburns
7/24 – Ryan Hicks will be our guest
preacher today. Ryan will be a senior at
the University of Florida next year. This
will be his first sermon preached which he
is excited about. Come and support Ryan!

United Methodist Update
You are invited to Haley Hall
on Wednesday, July 13 at
6:30pm when Pastor Linda will
share updated information on
what is happening in the
United Methodist church. This
will be a time for questions
and listening.

Wesley Heritage England Tour
Pastor Linda and Pastor Lisa (former pastor
at Trinity) will be leading a tour of our Wesley roots in England May 23-31, 2023. We
will shadow John Wesley’s life and those
things that influenced him in the beginning
days of Methodism. Sites such as Epworth,
Oxford, Stratford, Bristol, Windsor, London
will be visited as well as the royal palace
and sites relating to William Shakespeare
and CS Lewis. For more information, please
contact Pastor Linda. Savings are available
if you register before 7/23.

7/31 – Rev. Christine Hoffman will be our
guest preacher. Christine co-leads the
Friday morning prayer time in the Garden
of Hope with her husband Rev. Stephen
Hoffman. You will be blessed by her
message this Sunday.
5th Sunday collection for the Florida United
Methodist Children’s Home on July 31st.
Thank you for your continued support of
this amazing ministry of the Florida Conference. Each year a goal is set for each
church to donate $12 per member for the
year. In 2021 Trinity surpassed that
amount with $4,921. Thank you for caring
for these forgotten children.
August Worship Preview – Pastor Linda
will be preaching each Sunday in August
from the book of Ephesians. Look for a
group discussion of Ephesians during the
month as well on Wednesdays at 6:30pm.
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Thank you for your faithful financial support of the ministries of this church each
week. Collection boxes are located by the
doors of the sanctuary. Or you can mail it
to the church office. You can also donate
online at www.iTrinity.org. Click on “online
giving” and follow prompts.

Community Connections Collections
Our community collection for the month of July will be healthy snack items for first responders at our
local fire stations to thank them for their continued service to our community. Throughout the month,
people can drop off these individually wrapped items in the collection baskets.
Everyone is invited On Sunday, July 31st, to help assemble the bags in Haley Hall. Watch for
more details soon
Please drop off any of the following items to the church office during the week, or in the First
Responder Donation Basket located in the courtyard on Sunday.
Requested items must be individually packaged:
Granola bars
Protein bars
Cereal
Nuts
Peanut Butter & crackers
Popcorn
Pretzels
Jerky
Hard candies
Small water bottles
Gallon Ziplock Plastic Bags

Women’s hygiene items collected in May were donated to two different places. Adult incontinent
products were delivered to Croton Manor, a 6-bed assisted living facility that accommodates lowerincome residents. All other pieces were delivered to Health Start Coalition, a free home-visiting
program that provides education and care coordination to pregnant women and families of children
under three years of age.
Your generous donations certainly brightened the day for the coordinators of these two companies.
They were each thrilled to receive these much needed items!

Thank you note received from Healthy Start Sarasota: Dear Congregation, Your Mother’s day diaper and feminine product donation to Healthy Start comes at a perfect time when our supplies were
running low due to an increase in recent demands. Our clients are struggling these days to cover
their basic baby needs so we are so grateful that you chose us as recipients of your generosity!

Our June collection honoring Father’s Day was
for new items requested by Remnant Café for
their homeless men ministry Among other items,
49 pairs of new socks, 22 new T-Shirts, 25 pairs
of new underwear and 3 pairs of Jeans were
received and will be delivered to Remnant Café
Thank you!
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Community Connections
The Community Connections Committee met on May 22 to discuss ongoing and future
projects. The committee decided to have a mission project for most months of 2022. In
May, the church collected hygiene items for women in honor of women and mothers. In
June, we collected requested items—men's t-shirts, jeans or work pants, socks and underwear—for Remnant Cafe to honor men and fathers. In July, we will collect individually
wrapped items such as protein bars, nuts, jerky or pretzels to honor First Responders at
area fire stations. We have not designated other mission projects so come and give your
input!
We discussed plans for Splash day coordinated by Kevin Wilhelm, and as we know the
event was a joyous, fun-filled day, and the picnic to be held on Sunday July 3rd.
Our next meeting is on July 17 at 12:15pm in Haley Hall and we currently plan to
serve pizza. Everyone is welcome to come and discuss future monthly mission projects and
help plan for fall and Christmas events.
Trinity held its monthly Food Drive onsite on June 18,
2022. Due to generous donations from our congregants, and the community, we collected toiletry
items, 120 pounds of food and $1,475 for our partners Church of the Palms and Remnant Cafe. A
South Gate neighbor who saw our announcement on
Next Door said she felt completed as a Christian to
come to our church and donate food to help those in
need.
Our next Food Drive is on July 16, 9am - 10:30am, at Trinity and, as always, anyone can
come to the event to donate, help or pray. Nonperishable food items may also be left in the
basket on Sundays or on the table outside the church office. Checks can be made out to
Trinity UMC and designated for “Food Drive.”
Start of Summer Splash—June 2022
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Florida Annual Conference 2022
RECAP OF FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022
First, I want to thank you for the privilege of attending the Florida Annual Conference as Trinity’s Lay
Delegate.
The theme of the AC 2022 was “Rebuilding the Church, Remembering the Body: Creating a Spiritual
Home for All.” The Conference was held on the campus of the Florida Southern College in Lakeland..
The Laity session began with the 4 P’s for Laity Leadership. They are Purpose, Presence, Partnership
and Passion. We, the Laity (and this means all members of the church) must help and support our
clergy. This support will make a strong vital congregation.
For the first time in the Florida Conference, 10 Laity were Certified as Lay Ministers, including Tee
Ormiston. I was so proud to be there to congratulate her. The Session approved Co-Lay Leaders for
the first time. They are Allice Williams and Derrick Scott.
After the Clergy joined the session, Bishop Ken Carter spoke on remembering our baptism and reaffirming the renewal of our Baptism. The Bishop’s Offering goes to 2 projects: small rural churches
to upgrade their technology and churches and mission work in the Caribbean and Latin America countries. To date, the Florida Conference has donated $5 million.
The Retirement Service recognized 26 pastoral leaders who have retired in the past 3 years.
The Thursday evening Communion Service was led by Bishop Frank M. Reid III, Bishop of African
Methodist Episcopal Church. He preached a dynamic service.
Finance Report: 416 churches have given 100% apportionments for 2021. The Florida Foundation has given $6.9 million to churches in need of help. The Credit Union is open to all members of
UMC.
Warren Willis Camp has 71 young people who reported in June for leadership training.

It was announced at the UMW National Conference that the new name will be United Women of
Faith. Connie Dileo was recognized for her 25th anniversary of service.
The Service of Remembrance recognized clergy and/or their spouses who have gone on to be
with our Lord. In the past 3 years, there were 96 clergy and 81 spouses. They recognized Jerry Countryman.
A bit of History – the Florida Conference was formed in 1841. The first black woman was ordained in
1980. Rev. Sharon Austin was recognized as the Florida Conference Episcopal Nominee and the first
woman of color in this position. 4 churches are celebrating their 200th anniversary, 6 churches are celebrating their 150th anniversary, 4 churches--125th and 7 churches--100th anniversary.
Rev. Alex Shank reported on the Future of UMC – The work of the church has not changed. We
want to be a spiritual home for all people.
Bishop Ken Carter has served as Bishop of the Florida Conference for 10 years. He has also
served on various committees, and recently appointed to also serve as Bishop of Northwestern Carolina Conference. He spoke on the Bible as being the heart of the UMC. He referenced the Wesleyan
Study Bible. He talked about the bridge from the past to the future.
The session closed with the Commissioning and Ordination Service. 16 were licensed as Local Pastors, 2 were ordained as Deaconess, and 10 were ordained as Elders, including Rev. Tamara Isidore
who is the first Haitian woman to be ordained in the Florida Conference.
Finally, our Rev. Tom Shafer, District Superintendent of the Southwest District is retiring. Rev. Debbie
Allen will be our new DS effective July 1st.
You can find more information about the AC22 on FLUMC.ORG
Blessings to All, Brenda Lee Hickman
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Inhabit the Garden
By Rev Stephen Hoffman CJN
Each week and each season bring a
particular grace to our gathering to share a
time of Contemplative Silence and Lectio
Divina. These last several weeks we have
noticed the absence of Children’s voices as
our Preschool is not in session, but we are
still serenaded by birds and occasionally the
whirrs of yard maintenance. We are also
enjoying a few always spectacular blooms of
the Bird of Paradise. This last week we were
blessed by a new friend joining us who
regularly worships at St Boniface Episcopal
Church. We always gather in faith that our
prayers are pleasing to God, and we are always eager to welcome new friends.
These days we especially enjoy the shade and early morning breezes are a welcome
comfort. We each bring a lawn or beach chair for comfort. If you are interested in
experiencing an always new but ancient way of praying, we invite you to give it a go!
Another opportunity for experiencing Contemplative Prayer is a new Julian Meeting which
has just been started. We meet via Zoom every Second Wednesday at 2 PM. The Julian
Meeting also practices Centering Prayer for twenty minutes. For our Lectio Divina we use
passages from Julian’s Revelations of Divine Love. We are a small, dispersed group with
friends who are local and from Canada, Maine, and Virginia praying together. If you are interested feel free to contact Stephen and Christine Hoffman at
Stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net or 941-773-7008 (call or text).

United Methodist Women
Evelyn Miller asks that those of you participating in the UMW Reading program, please turn
in your report to her by July 15 Report sheets can be found on the book display table by the
Blue cart in Haley Hall.
Book Report by Betty Egan: Glory Happening by Kaitlin B. Curtice
In the introduction, the author says that the book is “a book of stories and prayers of every
day experiences in everyday spaces”. There are 50 very short stories. Most are only 3 pages long, so if you only have a minute or two to read each day, this book is for you. When
reading, I decided I needed a definition of the word glory. The one that fit, describes glory
as the splendor, holiness, and majesty of God with a person experiencing God’s presence
in a tangible way. The author tells of her “glory happenings” when with family, friends, in
nature, and when alone. The book is on the UMW book shelves under the Nurturing for
Community section. After you read this, you will look for your own “glory happenings”!
Save the Date Saturday, September 17, 10 am
Haley Hall for an awesome UMW Unit meeting theme Sunflowers and Sonshine!
More details in the next newsletter.
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PRAYERS….
Did you know that as of July 1, 2022, Trinity has a new Prayer Team to pray you through
any of life’s challenges? We have a group of dedicated believers that are happy to pray
on your behalf. These prayerful people have committed to:
Be a Prayer Team member.
Pray regularly for the recipient.
Value confidentiality of personal health information.
Meet twice a year with Tyeann, Pastor Linda and the entire Prayer Team.
And are active, current members or regular worship attendees of Trinity UMC.
If you would like to continue to be a part of this team or if you would like to be part of the
new Prayer Team, please let Tyeann know by email Tyeann@itrinity.org or phone 941228-0782. Or you can contact Phyllis Pritchett. Also, if you have a prayer request,
please get ahold of either Tyeann or Phyllis.

Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athas, Ken Beck, Pat Bell, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Sam Caudle, Louise Cowles, Roy
Cowles, Char Craver, Octavia Cross, Barb Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, L.J. Gibbs, George
Hoskins, Barbara Jackson, Mark Johnson, Ellie Lyons, Vickie Meyers, Larry Miller, Royce
Miller, Diane Nash, Kai Nash, Bev Packer, Marie Piraino, Phyllis Pritchett, Wendall Pritchett,
Adele Provence, Mary Raymond, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Ken Smith,
Bob Starnes, Dawn Sutton, Joan Utter, Bill Watson, Carol Willette, Miriam Williams, Ron
Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard.
Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh,
Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana,
Craig Scott, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
Disciple Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 11. This year we are studying
"Remember Who You Are", This is a study
of the prophets of the old testament and
their messages and warnings to the Jewish
People. We will also study the letters of
Paul. Disciple Bible Study is open to anyone
and we would enjoy having new members
join us.

Pastor Linda will be at Barnes & Noble
Bookstore Café (4010 S. Tamiami) on
Tuesdays 10am to 11am. Anyone is invited
to stop by to chat, have questions, or just
say hi and have a cup of coffee or tea.
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The Faithful Followers study group
meets every Sunday in the Wesley Room
at 9:00 a.m. Led by Sam Caudle

If you would like to receive Pastor Linda’s
Weekly Witness email each week,
please send your email address to:
Trinity@iTrinity.org to be added to the
email Group

From Janene
Dear Friends in Christ,
I must take this opportunity to thank all of you from Trinity who have made my church life such a very
positive experience for almost 35 years of my life.
I became a member here in 1987 when Lloyd McClelland was our minister and Jeannette Green was
choir director…Karen Hande had invited me to come and work for the Drive Thru (I worked at FPL
with her husband). I did so and loved it and began attending regularly and immediately joined the
choir. Jeanette asked me why my husband did not attend….she said she was going to pray him into
our congregation…and she did just that and Mitch came to his first service on Christmas Eve 1987
and joined a few months later. The power of prayer…I saw it myself.

Mitch and I attended regularly and both sang in the choir…he had never done that before. When
contemporary service started Mitch soon became their drummer and we were in both services for a
short time and then we both moved to contemporary service only. We originally had an extremely
small wedding at my sister Carole’s home on10/26/76, married by a Notary, our friend. But at Trinity
we were remarried 3 more times, and were both baptized again. All the wonderful experiences drew
us closer than ever before. Mitch drummed for contemporary service for 11 years before he passed
in 2010 of an extremely rare disease from which most do not recover.
That was when I really knew how important my church family had become to me. I don’t know if I
would have held together without all my church friends at this sad time of my life…I was 59 and felt
left alone…We never had children…so loneliness and depression was a problem for a while…I absolutely could not believe the turnout for his memorial…every worship leader we had ever had was
there to perform that day…all but Joshua Price who was in Texas at the time…what a glorious band
it was that day. With the love, attention, experiences, friends, and prayers of the church I was able
to go on and continue to sing in the contemporary service and sometimes traditional service.
I want to also take time to thank all who participated in assisting Phyllis and Wendall Pritchett in
hosting a goodbye party for me in their home. Audrey Pritchett, Pam Rader created the most beautiful array of treats, charcuterie, and punch…Audrey baked the absolute best coconut cupcakes I have
ever tasted. Several brought goodies too…there were so many great things to eat I thought it would
never be eaten…but it was…almost every single item was devoured. Brad Pritchett and Trent Rader
helped Wendall prepare outdoor area for the band to set up. So many friends showed to say good
luck to me…I was so touched.
Phyllis and Wendall allowed XClaim to play and Matt Stalo, bass player, Phil Harris aka Phil the Hat,
guitar, and Phillip Jorgensen guitar, joined us that day for some non religious songs and music…we
did Jolene, I Walk the Line, Folsom Prison…a few others too. They really allowed me to indulge myself that afternoon…singing non-Christian songs in front of people…I had never done that in my
life. I had such a good time….I hope all who attended and performed did also.
I know this is long, but I wanted each of you to know how important my church and faith history have
been for me. A church home is important and keeps us grounded in the love of Our Lord, His Holy
Spirit and familiarizes us with His Scriptures…all this allows us to grow in our Christian faith and
know that Jesus Christ is the Lord of our lives. We become confident in that very fact when we pray,
continue our learning of Christ’s great love for us, accept His gift of salvation He has freely given to
us; and as a result, we use the spiritual gifts He has given us to be His hands, feet, mouth, a positive
Christian force in the lives of others…so they may see Christ in us and be led to find Him and His
greatest gift of salvation for themselves. God is good…I can’t imagine my life without Jesus and my
Trinity home church. Now I’m off to Ocala to begin a new stage of my life and in search for a new
church home and family. Thank you all, my sisters and brothers in Christ.
In Christ Alone Our Hope is Found!

Janene Young
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Hurricane Preparedness

June Birthdays

Sarasota County
All-Hazards Disaster Planning Guides
are available in the Church Office or at
the Check-In desk on Sunday mornings.
Thank you to
Tom Surprise for
obtaining them for
us and helping us
all to be
PREPARED.

Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour hosts needed
for the following Sundays.
Sign up in Haley or
contact Pam Rader:
July 17 (10:30) , 24, 31
Aug. 7, 21 (10:30), 28

Membership Secretary
Has your contact information changed?

If so please let us know so our records can
be updated. We want to be able to keep in
touch with you so we can share news
about everything that’s going on at Trinity!
Thank you.
Nancy Smith
Membership Secretary
nancy@iTrinity.org or call Church office.

JoAnn Rall 7/2
Bill Athas 7/3
Ashley Rader 7/7
Taylor Rader 7/7
Mary Raymond 7/7
Adele Provence 7/8
Ian Bland
7/12
James Barnett 7/15
Mathias Liller 7/15
Russ Towery 7/15
Gail Thornton 7/17
Tee Ormiston 7/18
Amy Towery 7/18
Sally Wood 7/18
Ruby Cook 7/20
Pat Shive 7/20
Ronald Williams 7/25
Linda Tice 7/25
Linda Cipoletti 7/27
Sam Cipoletti 7/28
John Ellsworth 7/29
Joshua Rose Jr. 7/31

July Anniversaries
Phil & Carol Harris

7/1

Tom & Sandy Thayer 7/6
Kenneth & Emily Beck

7/7

Henry & Revella Lee 7/15
Bill & Sylvia Elam

7/19

Donn & Mary Raymond 7/27
Diane Freestone & Tom Surprise 7/28
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Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Join us Sunday at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming
Worship on Facebook.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
Or watch the recording anytime on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Pastor: Rev. Linda Tice
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Congregational Care Coordinator: Tyeann Dillom
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Online Ministries Admin: Roszena MCcullough

Sound/Light Board: Adria Pike/Leon Milner
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler;
Abigail Gonzalez

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
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