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Pastor’s Page
Announcement Sunday was April 24th in the Florida
Conference. This is the Sunday where churches
announce whether their pastor is reappointed or
will be moving. I am happy to say I will be staying
another year! This announcement may be confusing for some not familiar with the appointment
system in the UMC so I’d like to try to clear it up.
Each clergy is appointed to a church for a year at a
time. There is no predetermined number of years a
clergy can serve any congregation. A friend of mine
just finished his 15th year at his church! We stay
until either the clergy or staff parish committee
discerns a move is needed through the Holy Spirit.
There are some less frequent times when the Cabinet has need for a clergy to move for a
particular reason, but that is not the norm. Announcements are done on the same day
throughout the Florida conference so all congregations are told at the same time and not
hear their pastor may be moving by other people. Moves happen on July 1 st each year.
As I think back on my almost one year here, I am thankful for several things:
for the warm welcome I received as well as Jack (dog) that still continues today
for the acceptance of my flavor of ministry as God leads me
for a great staff I get to work with everyday
for amazing leadership here at Trinity that make my job so much easier
for the exciting ways God has been at work this past year giving us opportunities to
BE JESUS in our community
for powerful worship throughout the year due so many talented people using their gifts to
glorify God
for an openness here at Trinity to stop and listen to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in
directions that are not always comfortable and the courage to follow
an amazing preschool that plants the seeds of Jesus in young lives
the wonderful city of Sarasota to live in
But the most important thing I am thankful for is EACH OF YOU! A community of faith
consists of the Holy Spirit working through each person sharing their gifts and graces for
the glorifying of Jesus Christ in all we do. Each person is essential to bring the Kingdom of
God to fruition in a way that transforms individuals and communities around them and I am
thankful for each of you that are part of Trinity’s commitment to share Jesus here in
Sarasota. Thank you for being the hands, feet and heart of Jesus here at Trinity!
Blessings,
Linda

Easter at Trinity

Thank you Joy Jones for taking all the pictures!
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Music Ministry
When Can We Get Back to Normal?......On Second Thought, What's Normal?
Our recently celebrated Resurrection/Easter Sunday saw the highest attendance for a Sunday
morning worship service, here at Trinity UMC, since before the pandemic. Given the multiple vicissitudes occurring in many lives over the past two years, it seems to be a sort of "bittersweet", although very grateful, milestone. Bless The Lord! This certainly has been the case among many of
my "church-music-director/organist colleagues" around the region.
Recently, I was invited and accepted the invitation to piano accompany the Tenebrae/Gospel MassGood Friday Service at the revered Pasadena Community United Methodist Church in west St. Petersburg, FL by associate and colleague Robert Drick. This church has had a long and palpable
presence in this community in St. Petersburg for decades. I must confess to being a wee bit enamored with an actual fully arrayed pipe organ along with a massive choir loft. Nevertheless, there
seemed to be a pall in the atmosphere that went beyond the occasion of a Good Friday Service!
Finally, Robert shared with me that before the pandemic, the average attendance and participation
of the traditional worship service choir would be a minimum of 50+ singers on a weekly basis. Now,
he stated, their "new normal" is that there are between 20 to 25 singers for a given presentation, as
plainly seen in the video of the Tenebrae service linked below. Just another indication as to how all
of this has affected even the most established congregations in the conference, including fellow
music/choir-directors. Robert also shared with me that he plans to retire, very soon, from his post
of 23 years.
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaCommunityChurch/videos/good-fridayworship/353607853496683/
(Video actually begins at 13:34 minutes)
What is our "new normal" here at Trinity UMC? Is it maintaining the new status-quo of 1 to 5 or 6
singer/song-leaders at individual microphones, carefully distanced, carrying the basic tenets of a
music ministry on a weekly basis as the result of the pandemic? Or, will it be, as some are insisting, a total reversion to the "comfort zone" of what always has been... a regular standing choir with
little regard to what the CDC and other health authorities have identified as the inevitable transition
of the pandemic to that of an "endemic"!
What would be the strictly observed guidelines for re-forming a choir during this "new-normal”?
Some performing-arts organizations in the region mandate that all singers/performers be fully vaccinated since that has become accepted as the general panacea for the time being. Will that be put
into practice here in a church/choir organization? Who should decide? Perhaps the Church Council will have the opportunity to address details of any such approach or decision. Anything short of
that would be a denial of reality. In summary, as well as an attempt to conclude on a more melodious note, the following is proposed...
The next High Holiday on the Church Calendar is Pentecost Sunday, which occurs on the 1st Sunday in the month of June, this year. Perhaps this would be the perfect time to "allow the Spirit to
breathe new life into a Choir", if the aforementioned questions can be addressed in time. Our "prepandemic attendance" in the choir during the season was, on average, between 19 and 24 singers
per week. This was particularly decent for a church of this size, since it was always maintained that
this choir's strength was in the number of singers!
Can these numbers in attendance be replicated in any way, shape, form or fashion? Much has occurred in several former choir member's lives since over two years ago. Any realistic movement
towards a choir also depends upon those who insist that a choir be reformed do more than just
make suggestions! We will need actual numbers of singers!
I'm willing to set aside the two prior Thursdays of May 26th and June 2nd leading up to Pentecost
Sunday of June 5th to prepare a choir for a long awaited debut.
All we'll need is YOU!
LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO
organist/traditional worship music director
4

Community Connections
Trinity Community Food Drive
The people of Trinity have been incredibly
generous in donating tons of food and thousands of dollars to the Food Drive since our
beginning almost two years ago. We have
helped feed, and provided clothing and items
of hygiene for, many people in need within our
community (through our partners Remnant
Cafe and Church of the Palms Food Pantry.)
In April, we raised $1,210 and 303 pounds of food. At each Food Drive, I pray that everything we give will provide a blessing to all who receive it.—Brenda Moore
On May 21am 9am - 10:30am, we will hold our second offsite Food Drive at Publix on
3428 Clark Road. If you can, please come by to donate, or join in the joy of service, but as
always, donations of nonperishable food or money may be taken to the office or left in the
designated box on Sunday morning.
Psalms 112:9 “They share freely and give generously to those in need. Their good deeds
will be remembered forever…”

Community Connections Meeting
The Community Connections team met on March 26 and came up with some innovative ideas. We have begun to initiate some: a Water Splash Day in June, a picnic offsite in June and
the Blood Mobile coming onsite again (May 15.)
We need to follow up on planning for the Water Splash day and the picnic as well as other
ideas including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Indoor or outdoor Movie Night at Trinity
July—Family Dinner with Ping Pong, Volley Ball, etc. to celebrate Rev Linda’s one year
anniversary at Trinity,
Christmas in July—Trinity do something like we do at Christmas for a local facility but do
it when no one else is doing anything
Summer—a firetruck coming to Trinity for children.
Back to School Night (or Fall Festival) on campus with a Food Truck and music onsite
September—tutoring (Reverend Linda will explore through Ministerial Association’s links
with the school system.
September or October— Picnic
Others

Please come to the next meeting on 5/22/22 at 12:00 in Haley Hall. Light refreshments
(such as cheese and crackers/fruit) will be served.
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Suncoast Blood Mobile

May Workshop

Blood Drive
Sunday, May 15th, 9am - 1pm
Trinity Parking Lot
Give Local, Save Global
Suncoast Blood Centers now plant a tree
for every blood donation! The impact of
this global green imitative is to offset
500,000 tons of carbon dioxide (CO2)

Sarasota Sheriff's Crime Prevention

Sign up by calling 1-866-97Blood

representative will present a workshop on

Or online suncoastblood.org

Scams Tuesday, May 17 at 2 p.m.

Or sign up-sheet at Trinity

in Haley Hall. Sign-up in Courtyard or
contact Church Office

Or just show up on May 15th.

Baby Supplies
During the Month of May we will be
collecting diapers, wipes and things
babies need for the first 2 years. We’ll
also collect female hygiene products.

Drop off at Church Office or bring on
Sunday mornings

Coffee Hour
Hospitality is recruiting coffee hour host for
May and June. May is in need of hosts for
mainly 9am service, June is in need of 2
hosts after 10:30 service.
If there is no available host, coffee only
will be available.
Thank you and if you can be of assistance, please contact me at 941-374-0506
or psrader798@gmail.com.
Pam Rader, Hospitality Chair
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Summer Splash
"Start of Summer Splash"!
Plans are in
the works for
a Water
Day.
Fun for kids
of all ages.
Save the Date: Saturday, June 4th.
Invite Friends!

Ping Pong Fun
Ping Pong Fun Thursdays at 6:30pm upstairs
youth room. Everyone
Welcome! (Under 16 accompanied by a supervising adult). Games will be
11-point games and will
follow official rules (provided). We will attempt
to match people of similar levels and maximize
every-one's play time. If we get enough people, we will probably play mostly doubles to
maximize table use.

Laity Sunday - May 22nd

Trinity PreSchool

nd

Laity Sunday – May 22
Don’t miss worship on
that Sunday as we will
be blessed by several
of our laity sharing
what one scripture
guides them in their
life and why.
Tyeann Dillon our new
Congregational Care
Coordinator, Dave
Masterson a leader in
our church and Ryan
Hicks one of our graduating college students who begins at
Duke Divinity School
this fall, each will
share their heart and
faith with us. Their statements of faith combined with powerful music and prayer lead
by Pastor Linda is a morning that can’t be
beat. Mark your calendar!

PreSchool Kids learning about “The Miracles
of Jesus” during Chapel Time in April

Board of Trustees
We hope all of you had a meaningful Lenten season and that your Easter was special.
Recently we replaced our telephone system with a new one and so far the results are very favorable.
Eventually we will save money and have a smoother running operation. Additionally, we increased
the power that drives the streaming of our worship services. This should eliminate most or all of the
“freezing” instances of our video signal as well as the audio.
Trustee Trent Rader facilitated two meetings involving our technicians and representatives from ProAudio, Inc., for the purpose of improving their performance as well as that of the electronic equipment
and tools we have in the sanctuary. We are always striving to give the best we have. Thanks. Trent!

Volunteers are taking on the task of remodeling the Wesley Ladies Room. The Trustees greatly appreciate all the work that this fantastic group is contributing to this job.
Our hats are off to Brooke and the preschool teachers and parents. They have added mulch and new
“toys” to climb on and play with on their playground. The cost and effort was all through them as well
as Trent Rader with his paint brush. Trent is everywhere and we are indeed blessed.
Challenges ahead include getting most or all of our chairs steam-cleaned, trimming the trees on our
campus, replacing an air-conditioner in a preschool classroom, improving the surface of the macadam play area outside of the playground, and taking on the substantial job of bringing our security
alarm system into the 21st century.
Thanks, always, to all of Trinity’s angels who seem to show up when they are needed the most. We
are grateful for the opportunity to serve Christ with you.
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Yours in Christ,
Dave Masterson

Prayer Group
The “Inhabit the Garden”
Centering Prayer Group was grateful to be part of Holy Week observances of Trinity United Methodist.
The Good Friday Centering Prayer Vigil was organized around the
Seven Last Words of Christ which
Jesus is recorded as saying while
he hung on the cross. Paired with
each of these scriptures was a reflection from Julian of Norwich. Her
visions focused on the depth of the
love of God revealed in the suffering of Jesus while being crucified.
The final reflection summed up her theme, “Would you know your Lord’s meaning in this?
Learn it well. Love was his meaning.” After each Word we shared twenty minutes of Centering
Prayer.
Our vigil was hosted on Zoom and reflected the vision of John Wesley “The world is my Parish.”
In addition to members who usually gather in the Garden of Hope we were joined by folks from
Scotland, Atlanta, Ontario, Maryland, and Arizona as well as friends from other parts of Florida. At
least 32 people participated. After the Last Word everyone was invited to hold up a personal cross
in silence. We were humbled and grateful to be able to share this act of devotion. (The photo is a
screen shot of us holding up our personal crosses.) We departed in silence at 3 p.m.
May is a beautiful time of year to gather on Friday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in the Garden of
Hope. None of us are experts in praying so newcomers are always welcome. If you have questions
Stephen and Christine Hoffman are eager to talk with you at 941-773-7008.

53rd Annual Rummage Sale
On February 23-26, 2022 Trinity United Methodist Church held our annual Rummage Sale and raised $8000. For 53 years we have been doing this sale and
use the proceeds to give to numerous missions within our church, our community
and the world. Here are where disbursements were given this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Trinity Scholarship Fund for eligible college students Aug 2022
Trinity Preschool Scholarship Fund assistance to eligible families
Trinity Preschool General Fund: to help with upgrades to Preschool Playground climbing wall.
Pastor's Discretionary Fund for Pastor to help people with emergency needs.
Trinity United Methodist Women: mission to women/children/youth.
Springboard Organization that helps youth that age out of Foster Care
Keys to Independence helps Foster youth get drivers licenses & insurance.
Red Bird Mission for Beverly, Kentucky School expenses
Meals on Wheels Sarasota help with food/delivery expenses
Remnant Cafe Ministry for the homeless
Dollar Dynasty Outreach Store in Newtown area
HORN: A ministry helping men released from prison to transition to life outside.
All Faith's Food Bank helps those in need of food
UMCOR Disaster Relief
Florida Conference Ukrainian Crisis Relief Fund

United Methodist Women
UMW News
UMW prepared 29 small Easter bags (contents provided by UMW) that were delivered to some of
our homebound members and other friends just to let them know we love and care for them. Special
thanks to the following people for making the deliveries and many had wonderful stories of their visits. Sandy Thayer, Nancy Harter, Laurie Ward, Lisa Hatfield, Joy Jones, Ruby Cook, Evelyn Miller, Pam Pierce, Beatty Shipley, Joy Voyles, Nancy & Dave Masterson, Nancy Smith, Brenda
Moore, Mary Weaver, Pam Rader, Carol Harris, Jane & Steve Cook, Tyeann Dillon..
We also prepared special bags of Holy Week coloring books and some other items for each of Trinity's 26 Preschool Children. We received such a nice thank you from them!
On April 26 our UMW unit participated in the Community Foundation's Giving Challenge.
We gave $100 @ to these which the Foundation matches.

*Agape Flights *Center Stone *Children's Guardian Fund *Florida Center for Early Childhood
*Meals on Wheels Sarasota *Resurrection House *SPARCC *Selah Freedom
*Sisters Sowing Seeds *The Salvation Army
On May 14 all UMW members will gather for a catered luncheon at noon in Haley Hall. This will be
our end of season Unit meeting with a lovely lunch, music and program. Tickets are $10 however
no reservations can be accepted after May 3 since that is date we must give final number to the caterer.
In case you are wondering about the 3 water purification systems for Cuba that we raised money for
last year. They are made, packed up and ready to be shipped to Cuba. But......still waiting for
clearance to be taken to Cuba. Dan Christopherson, District Mission Coordinator is keeping us updated as to the status of this. Please include in your prayers that these systems will get to Cuba
soon!
From Evelyn Miller—“I May have (had) Cancer, but Cancer doesn’t have me!” is the subtitle of the
new book “DANGLING” by Amy Carr which is on our “big blue book cart” in the Fellowship Hall. I
read it this week and found that really, it is a very helpful book for anyone who has gone or going
through a serious (tho’ chaotic would be my word!) life-changing event or loss. It is equally helpful
for a friend or family member. When this happens, it makes you feel so vulnerable and out of control. Amy shares how she finally just gave control to our heavenly Father as she tells us about her
Cancer journey to bring nourishment to our soul and hope to our heart as she eventually recovers.
Amy is a mom, an involved Church goer, a choir member…sounds a bit familiar doesn’t she? As
she walks us through the medical side, she shares the many biblical verses that give her strength
and comfort and, to me, inspiration. “For I the Lord God hold your right hand; I am the Lord Who
says to me, Fear not; I will help you! (Isaiah 41:13). Amy says “Don’t avoid engaging with others
during your tough times. Look for the blessings that come when you allow others into your world of
fear and uncertainty.” The author includes hints for healthful living and even a guide to pesticides in
produce (when to buy organic and when it doesn’t matter!) I really do recommend this quick-reading
book but…
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Here is what she didn’t say and I must:
I am finishing my second journey with Cancer, thankfully not a recurrence of breast CA, but a bout
with Hodgkins Lymphoma. If I had penned this book, I would had at least a couple chapters about
the importance of YOU, my Trinity Church. Words cannot express how important to Royce and I
were your constant prayers, encouraging notes, (masked!) visits and calls. We were gifted with so-o
-o many meals and goodies, all of which were eaten and enjoyed – even the cookies made in love
with the wrong kind of flour (the baker told me later). “Oh yes, I am feeling better!” I told myself. But
about 4 PM I was more than ready to “call it a day” and have a Trinity Stew or other tasty treat. I
looked for experiences akin to these in the book but found none and now, once again, I realize how
blessed I am, and we are, to have our Trinity family. Thank you for being so supportive and welcoming as we return to in-person Church and involvement. May God truly bless each of you as you
have blessed me and others.

PRAYERS….
Prayer Prompters
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com or 941/356-6943 . If you
would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.
Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athas, Ken Beck, Pat Bell, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Louise Cowles, Roy Cowles, Char Craver,
Octavia Cross, Barb Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, L.J. Gibbs, George Hoskins, Barbara Jackson, Mark
Johnson, Ellie Lyons, Roszena McCullough, Vickie Meyers, Larry Miller, Liz Miller, Royce Miller,
Diane Nash, Kai Nash, Bev Packer, Phyllis Pritchett, Wendall Pritchett, Adele Provence, Barbara
Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Ken. Smith, Bob Starnes, Dawn Sutton, Carol Swart, Joan Utter,
Bill Watson, Carol Willette, Miriam Williams, Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Joyce Sprenger who died on March 30, 2022. A
Celebration of her Life was held at Trinity on April 23rd.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Roz Eskew who died on April 25 2022.
A Celebration of Life will be held at Trinity on May 7th.
Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan Mitchell,
Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Devin
Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.

Small Groups
Book Study led by Carroll Hatfield,
Wednesdays 5:30 pm, Haley Hall. CD
and discussion
Study Title:
God is Closer Than You Think
by John Orberg
If you didn’t receive Pastor Linda’s Weekly
Witness email this week, and would like to
receive them in the future, please send
your email address to: Trinity@iTrinity.org
to be added to the Group

The Faithful Followers study group
meets every Sunday in the Wesley
Room at 9:00 a.m. Since we ordered our
Lenten Study books late, we were unable
to finish the book by Easter. We have
four lessons to go and will continue. Our
book, "Embracing the Uncertain," is insightful and well written. It offers new perspectives into issues about which Christians must face. Topics include: forgiveness, worry, obedience, and mortality. We ask that everyone at Trinity pray
with and for us, that the Holy Spirit will
help us open our hearts and minds to the
Word of God. Led by Sam Caudle

Pastor Linda will be at Barnes & Noble Bookstore Café (4010 S. Tamiami) on Tuesdays 10am
to 11am. Anyone is invited to stop by to chat, have questions, or just say hi and have a cup of
coffee or tea.
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Thank you Notes

May Birthdays

My family and I wish to thank the church for its
support following the loss of my wife, Joyce.
Special thanks to pastors Linda and Jerry, and
LaTerry, Karen, Jan, Trent, Sherrill, the Trinity
vocal band and their spouses and many others
who made her celebration service memorable
and empowering. Our faith was strengthened
by the preaching, testimonies and scripture that
testified to God's salvation and redemption.
Praise the Lord!!!
Fritz Sprenger

From Loveland Center
www.lovelandcenter.org
Thank you so much for all the work that you do
in supporting the Loveland Center. We really
appreciate your donations of greeting cards
that you have painstaking donated through the
years.
At this time, we do not have a dedicated art
program, due to the constraints that have been
imposed from the Covid virus, so really don’t
have a program to share the cards.
... Just want you to know that we really appreciate your donation and the work that goes into
all the sorting.

Mary Lou Lawson
5/1
Kevin Tippen
5/2
L.J. Gibbs
5/5
Joy Moyer
5/7
Connor Thomas 5/8
Nora Kuhn
5/9
David Liller
5/9
Mary Catherine Scott
5/15
Becki Creighton
5/16
James Tay
5/20
Nancy Masterson
5/24
Thomas Hankins
5/25
Chris Woodyard 5/25
Chip Anthofer
5/26
Mary Beth Day-Karl
5/26
Bob McGuirt
5/30
Nicholas Schwied
5/31

Note: Nancy Harter was coordinator for this
project and we wish to Thank her personally
also!

May Anniversaries
We Continue to Collect the following.
Collection Area is in Haley Hall
Aluminum tabs for Shriners
Old eye glasses for Lion Club
Empty ink cartridges for Recycling
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Mark and Julie Calmes 5/5
Sam and Linda Cipoletti 5/5
James and Tammy Barnett 5/12
Henry and Mary Lou Schnathmann 5/14
Richard & Diane Ladny 5/15
Mark and Pam Anthofer 5/23
Craig and Cindy Jorgensen 5/26

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Join us Sunday at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming
Worship on Facebook.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
Or watch the recording anytime on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Pastor: Rev. Linda Tice
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Congregational Care Coordinator: Tyeann Dillom
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery

Online Ministries Admin: Roszena MCcullough
Sound/Light Board: Adria Pike/Leon Milner
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler;
Abigail Gonzalez

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
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