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February is here! A month of changing weather – shorts to sweaters to shorts – budding
plants, the Superbowl, Girl Scout cookies and most of all LOVE. Valentine’s Day is a day to
remind us of those we love and take time to tell them in some special way.
February is also a good time to remind us of the love God calls each of us to live. What
does that look like?
First to love GOD. We do that in quiet time to get to know God, be in a true relationship of
discovery of who God is for you. Take the steps to get to know God better and fall in love
with this amazing person in your life!

Next we are to love our NEIGHBOR. How do you relate to other people? Are you kind and
gentle with others? Do you listen and not fix? Do you seek to understand instead of judge?
Do you know who your neighbors are?
Finally, we are to love OURSELVES. This is often the hardest and most often overlooked.
We tend to put others before self constantly. But it is important to find a good balance between the two. Often the hardest part about loving self is being too hard on self and not
thinking we are worthy. We can be our worst critics!
But we have to remember God sees all that we are and loves us anyway! And even more
than that sees the potential we all have. Don’t believe me?
Noah was a drunk, Abraham and Sarah were too old, Issac was a daydreamer, Jacob was
a greedy liar, Joseph (OT) was arrogant and abused, Moses had a stuttering problem,
Samson had long hair and was a womanizer, Rehab was a prostitute, Jeremiah and Timothy were too young, David had an affair and was a murdered, Jonah ran from God, Naomi
was a widow, John the Baptist ate bugs, Peter denied Christ, the disciples fell asleep while
praying, Martha was a worry wart, Zaccheus was too short, the Samaritan woman was divorced more than once AND Lazarus was dead!
No more excuses – if God can love us and use us just as we are, then we can love ourselves!
Blessings!
Linda

February Worship Services
Worship News

Pastor Linda’s sermon series in January and February is Courage of Faith. Being a Christian takes
courage! To walk with Jesus takes courage! To be a visible witness of Jesus in the world takes courage! How can we grow in our courage to be the faithful Jesus calls us to be?
February 6: Courage to Commit Luke 9:1-6
Commitment is a four letter word these days. How can we have the faith to commit to Christ in easy
and hard times? What does a committed faith look like?
February 13 and 20: Courage to Love Luke 15:11-32
The kind of love Jesus calls us to live is not easy. During these two weeks we will use the parable of
the Prodigal Son to see ourselves as people who have lost the heart of Jesus’ love.
How do we find the courage to reclaim it?
Let’s have some fun! Feb 13th is an important Sunday – Superbowl and Valentines Sunday – what
could be better than that!! Everyone is invited to wear their NFL team shirt, jersey even if you aren’t a
Ram or 49er fan in the Superbowl. OR you can wear red for Valentines Day. Which will win out on
that Sunday – football or love???
John Wesley is Coming to Trinity! Mark your calendar! Rev. Bert Kite will be our guest preacher on March 6th at both services as he presents John Wesley live. John Wesley the founder of Methodism is a key to understanding who we are as Methodists. Come get acquainted in an interesting
way to Wesley and grow in your understanding of who we are as the people called Methodist.
Rev. Bert Kite is a retired District Superintendent in the Indiana Conference. He is also the brother in
law of Trinity member Joy Jones. Come welcome him to Trinity on March 6th!

Marriage Vow Renewal Service
Marriage Vow Renewal Ceremony Each year around Valentine’s couple’s have the opportunity
to renew their Wedding vows. This year the renewal will be held in the Prayer Garden at 12:15 following the second service. All married couples who would like to participate are invited regardless of
anniversary year. Friends and family are welcome to witness. A casual reception will follow this
time of renewal. To help us in planning if you would like to participate, please contact the church office (941/924-7750) with your name and date of marriage.

Trinity PreSchool
We are thankful for our Preschool ministry!
Russ Towery leading Chapel prayer time.
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Community Connections

Dr. Paul Binder Memorial
Sarasota Crop Hunger Walk
Come be a part of Trinity’s team as we join St. Andrew’s UCC on March 6th in the 2022
Hunger Crop Walk.
Donations raised in these walks, through Church World Service, do much around the
world to alleviate hunger with 25% of funds raised returning to support our local community,
such as All Faiths Food Bank.
We have a choice of a one or three mile walk through the pleasant Gulf Gate neighborhood. Sign up, instructions and prayer start at 2:30pm then the walks begin at 3:00pm. Materials and more information about donations, the location of the beginning of the Crop
Walk, etc. will be available beginning 2/3/22 in Trinity’s office or at our church on Sundays.
This year’s walk is in memorial to Rev Paul Bender—long associated with the Crop Walk
in Sarasota and our own Associate Pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church from 2004
until his retirement.

Community Food Collection
Food Drive Off-Site on February 19, 2022
The Community Connections Team is excited to
announce that Trinity United Methodist Church is
taking its monthly Food Drive off-site on February
19, 2022 to the Publix location at 3428 Clark Road.
It is a vital part of our abiding relationship with God
that we have a presence in the community demonstrating activities that our church is doing to interact
with and benefit our neighbors. (Thanks to Carroll
Hatfield and Publix for making this site available to
us.)
We invite all members to come out anytime from 9:00am until 10:30am and support us under our beautiful Trinity banner in the parking lot of Publix. As usual, however, if you cannot
make it, nonperishable food items can be left anytime at the table outside the Trinity office or
placed in the designated basket on Sundays. Checks can also be made out to Trinity UMC
designating for ‘Food Drive.’
Luke 6:38 ESV “Give and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured back to you.”
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United Methodist Committee on Relief
Letter received from UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery January 2022
Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank you for your gift of $5,816.00. The dear people you just helped with your gift may never
have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am certain their response would be - Thank
you!

Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian agency of The United Methodist Church,
providing disaster response and relief to areas impacted by natural and man-made disasters
around the world. And through your financial support, you are serving within a vital network of interactive relationships as UMCOR responds to increasingly-frequent and destructive storms sharing 100% of donated funds with those in
need!
Together, may we continue to reveal the love of
God for men, women, and children of all ethnic,
racial, cultural, and national backgrounds and to
demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.

New District Superintendent
Bishop Ken Carter announced that Rev. Debbie Allen will begin her appointment as superintendent of the South West District starting July 1,
2022. Rev. Allen will replace Rev. Thom Shafer who is retiring.
Rev. Allen was born on Castle AFB in California and grew up in eastern
Hillsborough County, Florida. She is a certified spiritual director and is
currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree in Spiritual Direction from
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.
Rev. Allen has been in pastoral ministry in the Florida Conference for 21
years, having served at several churches including Community UMC in
Fruitland Park, where she currently co-pastors with her husband.
“The Rev. Debbie Allen will give strong, effective and relational leadership as superintendent and
missional strategist to the Southwest District,” said Bishop Ken Carter. “She has been a very effective leader in local churches and in the annual conference, most recently as vice-chair of the board
of ordained ministry. She is respected by her peers and has served God’s people in different contexts. Her training in spiritual direction will also benefit those exploring callings and reflecting on
transitions. I am excited about Debbie’s contribution to the Florida Conference cabinet and our
shared work in the gospel.”
As superintendent of the Southwest District, Rev. Allen will serve 79 local churches in a geographical area that stretches from Bradenton and Sarasota to Marco Island.
Rev. Allen and her husband Daryl have been married for 22 years and are the parents of three
boys. She enjoys hiking, kayaking, reading, yoga, spending time with her family and pets, and trying
her hand at gardening.
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Small Groups
New Sunday School Class begins
February 13, 9:00 am, in the Wesley Room,
led by Sam Caudle. First Meeting: Organization and Planning. Everyone Welcome.

Ping Pong Fun Thursdays
at 6:30pm upstairs youth
room. Everyone Welcome!
(Under 16 accompanied by a
supervising adult). Games
will be 11-point games and
will follow official rules
(provided). We will attempt
to match people of similar levels and maximize every-one's play time. If we get enough
people, we will probably play mostly doubles
to maximize table use.

Do you want to meet people in the
church, make new friends?
The Mix is a group of folks associated
with Trinity UMC who like to gather for fun,
food and fellowship. Everyone is invited to
join us on Friday, February 11th, 6:30pm at
Stottlemeyers BarBeQue on Fruitville (east of
I75). It is outside and we will reserve Tables.
There will be a brief chat time and a delicious
Dutch treat dinner. Please let Phyllis know if
you can join us: phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

AARP SMART DRIVING CLASS NEWS
Church member Lee Moyer, is trying to get another class or
two scheduled before his time in Sarasota ends after more than
10 years helping seniors drive more safely. He and Joy are moving into a PA retirement community upon leaving here the end of
March.
IF AARP lifts the current Covid restriction on holding classes in our area, the plan is to schedule one or two Smart Driving
classes which will be limited to Trinity church members since
there will be many who have need to renew. (Remember it was only good for three years to get the
10% auto insurance discount)
As usual the classes will be in two day- 3 hour sessions held here at Trinity. This is a brand new
course and the cost is now $20 for AARP members/$25 for non-members.
It is important that you indicate your interest by providing Lee with your email address or
if none, your phone number before Feb.15. He will personally be contacting those who have
indicated an interest. Please email Lee at leemoyer2@gmail.com or call at 484-374-3806

Found in Sanctuary: Small
leather-covered, well-loved
bible. Dated 1955. Contact
Church Office.
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We are forming a Team to enhance our worship experience through Technology. Computer skills and knowledge important. If interested in being part of the team, contact
Pastor Linda@iTrinity.org or Trent Rader.
tlrader@verizon.net

53rd Annual Rummage Sale

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS
February 24 - Thursday

8:30 am - 4:00 pm

February 25 - Friday

8:30 am - 4:00 pm

February 26 - Saturday

8:30 am - noon

PRE-SALE SHOPPING NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, February 23
4PM - 7 PM
$5 ticket at the door gives you access to the Sale before
opening to the public on Thursday morning

Bring your boxed donations to storage
container outside Heritage Hall:
Mondays or Thursdays 8am to 4 pm
Fridays or Sundays 8am to noon
Larger items please wait until week of
February 14th.

Flyers are available for you to post in your
neighborhood, at work, school, etc.
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United Methodist Women
UMW Executive Board meets Wednesday Feb. 2 at 10:30 am in the Wesley Room
Hannah Circle meets Mon. Feb 7 12:30 pm for lunch at Beatty Shipley's Home 8633 Sundance Loop
in Sunrise Preserve on Honore.
Ruth Circle meets Tues. Feb. 8 at 10:30 am in Haley
Persis Circle will be meeting on Feb. 10 to put together thank you gift for the staff at Phillippi Shores
Elementary School. Contact Deb Martin for time. 765-532-3422.
All women are welcome at any circle meeting! For more information about UMW Circles or UMW in
general, contact President Sherrill Carr 941-966-1209.
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday March 26 for " A Fashionable Tea" sponsored by Trinity
UMW. More details in next Acorn, but mark your calendar for a fun afternoon in Haley Hall.
Sara Kane Memorial Book Fund
Established February 2022.
Sara Kane, who passed away on Jan 5, 2022 was born in Atlanta, Georgia. She
graduated from LaGrange College in Georgia and earned her masters degree in
Library Science from Emory University, and enjoyed her career as a librarian in all
the various places she lived.
She was an active member of Trinity United Methodist Church since December 28, 1976 and a dedicated member of Trinity United Methodist Women as well. She was an avid reader and served for
years as librarian for the UMW Reading Program. Even when her eye sight failed, she still read –
listening to over 140 audio books in 2020!
Therefore, her dear friend Nancy Harter has donated funds to Trinity UMW to establish a Memorial
Book Fund in memory of Sara. This ongoing fund will be used to buy books for the UMW Reading
program as well as books for Trinity Preschool and books for the children at Trinity's neighboring
Phillippi Shores Elementary School.
Friends of Sara are welcome to make donations to the fund in memory of Sara or in memory/in honor of person(s) of their choice.
The UMW treasurer will monitor the fund. Any requests of expenditures from the fund will need approval of the UMW Executive Board.

Rummage Sale
Rummage Sale is back on! See the updated flyer in this Acorn but here's a few details.
- If possible, hold your rummage donations until Feb. 13. We do have 2 pods for donations coming
in now, but they are filling fast!
- Set up of Heritage Hall (tables, etc) Sunday Feb. 13 at 10:30 am.
- The sale will be in Heritage only - boutique will be on Heritage stage.
- Sorting/pricing will begin on Monday Feb. 14 through Feb. 22
- No Cafe or Bake Sale this year.
- Volunteer Board will be up starting Sunday Feb. 6.
Sign up to help before, at, or with clean up after the sale.
Questions - see Sherrill Carr

7

PRAYERS….
Prayer Prompters
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com or 941/356-6943 . If you
would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.
Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athas, Pat Bell, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Louise Cowles, Roy Cowles, Char Craver, Octavia Cross,
Bud Duffey, Natasha, Barb Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, Roz Eskew, L.J. Gibbs, Brenda Lee Hickman, George Hoskins, Barbara Jackson, Mark Johnson, Ellie Lyons, Roszena McCullough, Vickie
Meyers, Larry Miller, Royce Miller, Evelyn Miller, Diane Nash, Kai Nash, Bev Packer, Phyllis Pritchett, Wendall Pritchett, Adele Provence, Tom Robertson, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith,
Bob Starnes, Dawn Sutton, Carol Swart, Joan Utter, Connie Wallace, Bill Watson, Carol Willette,
Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard.
Our Prayers are with the friends and family of Sara Kane who died on January 5, 2022.
Our Prayers are with the family and friends of Reverend Ralph Burton, who died on January
26. Rev. Burton served at Trinity 1984-1986. His memorial service will be held at 10:00am on Thursday, February 10th at Grace United Methodist Church, 400 Field Avenue East, Venice, FL 34285

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott,
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.

Centering Prayer
“Listening with the ear of our heart.”

The last several weeks the “Inhabit the Garden”
Centering Prayer Group that meets each Friday
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM has shifted to meeting in the
Wesley Room. It has been a little chilly for us to
meet outdoor, and even though we miss being outside in the Garden of Hope, we are grateful for being able to meet inside until it warms up a little, and
we are certain that it will.
Our intention in our silence remains the same, “to
consent to God’s presence and action within.” Our
shared prayer of silence is a method of letting go of
our thoughts so we can be sensitized to the real
presence of God within us. After our twenty
minutes of Centering Prayer, we move to a time of
listening to a reading of scripture. We listen with
the “ears of our heart.” The attached photo is of a
small piece of art by a local contemplative artist. It
expresses a particular type of listening that is not
so much concerned with analyzing or comprehending with our mind but to hear how the Holy Spirit might be speaking to us personally to our heart.
We are a friendly group, and we learn from one another. Wherever you are in your journey of faith
and your relationship with God, you will be warmly welcomed. Stephen and Christine Hoffman are
always happy to talk with you at (941) 773-7008.
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Shelter from the Storm

February Birthdays

Shelter from
the Storm
At the center of our
Garden of Hope is
the oak tree. It is surrounded by a brick
walkway coming from
the existing sidewalk.
The engraved bricks
are available for purchase to honor someone, remember a loved
one or special date, or favorite Bible verse.
The bricks are between $125 and $150 with
two colors and styles to choose.
Benches are available at a minimum of $5000.
To enter your order online:
www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityUMC .Or
contact Marla Wagler.
100% of the proceeds of these purchases will
go towards our Capital campaign.

Thank you note
Happy New Year! Thank you so much for the
amazing gifts provided to our residents this
holiday season. Residents smiles were abundant!
-The Pines

Lay Leader Note
Looking for additional on-line host/hostesses for
the 9:00 and 10;30 live streaming Facebook Sunday Services. An online host is someone who
watches the service online (either from home or
while at the church) and welcomes people just like
our great greeters in the sanctuary. This is an important task to our online worshippers. Contact
Diane Freestone
ALSO
Needed… people willing to be a Liturgist at the
10:30 a.m. Sunday Service. Please see Lay Leader, Diane Freestone
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Cindy Jorgensen
2/2
Melody Fitzsimmons 2/2
Jordan Means
2/4
Rebecca Hicks
2/5
Anne Riviere
2/5
Amanda Wagler
2/5
Kayla Wagler
2/5
Joan Zickel
2/5
Sherrill Carr
2/9
Barbara Smith
2/9
Maren Schwied
2/13
Mary Weaver
2/13
Joseph Tippen
2/14
Curt Eskew Jr.
2/15
Stephen Hunt
2/16
Bill Elam
2/17
Colleen Logan
2/17
Bev Packer
2/17
Gunnar Kral
2/21
Zachariah Liller
2/21
Marla Wagler
2/22
Diane Freestone
2/22
Marg MacLaughlan 2/24
Tim Barnett
2/28

February Anniversaries
Henry & Marla Wagler

2/1

George & Gail Thornton 2/7

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Join us Sunday at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming
Worship on Facebook.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
Or watch the recording anytime on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Pastor: Rev. Linda Tice
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

Sound/Light Board: Adria Pike/Leon Milner
Online Ministries Admin: Roszena MCcullough
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
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