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Happy November!
Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. To me it is a ‘pure’ holiday. It isn’t commercialized too much until Black Friday. (I refuse to acknowledge any store that opens on Thanksgiving to get a jump on shopping!) It is often a time of gathering with family and friends
around a groaning table loaded with lots of tantalizing dishes. Last year the pandemic ruled
and many were separated from family and friends. This year hopefully some type of gatherings will happen once again.
One of the keys to appreciating your Thanksgiving is to look beyond struggles or aspects of
life that are out of our control that make us sad or frustrated. Like quicksand the more we
thrash around in our situations, the more we sink into frustration, exhaustion and anxiety.
The other day I went to my bookshelf and picked up the book One Thousand Gifts by Ann
Voskamp. I had read this book a year or so ago and liked it. I think it is a great reminder how
the daily habit of giving thanks is a wonderful way of refocusing back on God. The book says
this: “Thanksgiving is the one thing God asks to be done in everything and always.” The author when going through a difficult time in life made the conscious decision to start a notebook with the goal of listing 1000 things she was thankful for. She found it helped her refocus on not the calamities of life but to search for small aspects to be thankful for. It was in
those small aspects that she discovered God was always present. Jesus practiced giving
thanks to God always in all situations.
This November I want to invite everyone to develop a habit of thanksgiving. Get a small
notebook or open a new file on your laptop. Everyday list a minimum of three things that day
you are thankful for. The initial things you are grateful for will be easy, but it will be harder as
you have to train yourself to look daily for the small aspects of gratitude – a favorite flower
spotted on a walk, the smile of a stranger at the right time etc. As we begin to see the small
lights in the midst of any darkness we are reminded daily of the light of Christ always with
us.
My first entry on my list – I am thankful for each of you reading this newsletter! You are a
blessing!
Thanksgiving Blessings,
Linda
What’s Happening with The United
Methodist Church?
Join the discussion with Pastor Linda
Thursday, December 2nd, 10:30 am
or 6:30 pm. Groups limited to 8 persons. Details soon.

A big thank you to Cindy and
Philip Jorgenson who hosted our
Trinity Picnic in October. On a
rainy Sunday afternoon 23 people came and had a good time!
At the end the question heard
was “when is the next one?”

Opportunities to Serve!
Ways to Serve in November
Pet Blessing – Saturday, November 6th will be the first annual Pet Blessing here at Trinity
under the trees from 9:00 – 10:00 am. All kinds of pets are invited (please on leash or container). Each pet will be blessed individually. How can you help? People are needed at a
hospitality table with animal treats, to set up multiple water bowls, and to greet all who attend.
Trinity Preschool Fall Fund Raiser - Sunday, November 7th, 2 - 4pm. Tickets available.
If you would like to bid on Siltent Auction Items prior to event, they will be displayed in Haley
Hall Sunday morning.
Fill The Table – Food Drive Thru Saturday, November 20, 9am - 10:30 am
Pines Holiday Wish List - Your Trinity Community Connection Team is once again sponsoring The Pines Holiday Wish List project We are requesting volunteers to “adopt” a resident of The Pines for Christmas. Wish Lists for either a male or female resident will be provided and your part will be to purchase and gift-wrap some of the gifts on their list. Wrapped
gifts are due to the church by November 29th. Please contact Nancy Masterson by email at
nancyem71@gmail.com or phone 941-923-3827 to request a wish list. Please specify male
or female if you have a preference – first come first serve!
Christmas Light Drive Thru – We have a wonderful area to set up a drive thru on campus
for Christmas lights to invite the community to visit our campus for two weeks at Christmas.
People are needed who can design some light displays or share ideas of what this could
look like. We need to begin to design a plan soon to collect supplies and volunteers. If you
have a love of Christmas lights and can help make this happen contact Pastor Linda.
First Sunday of Advent is November 28th Come by Trinity on Saturday, November 27th,
9am to 11 am to help decorate the Sanctuary for the Advent Season.
We are searching for a substitute online “host” during the Sunday live streaming on Facebook for when our current hosts (Becki Creighton 9 am and Diane
Freestone 10:30 am) are not available. This can be done online from home
or in person. An online host greets people who check in to make them feel
welcome. Many people who check in to our online services are visitors. If you
are interested in being part of the Welcome Team, contact Pastor Linda

Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour will resume on Sundays in Haley Hall beginning
November 14th. Volunteers needed to help. Contact Pam Rader
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Stewardship & Generosity
Rebuilding Together – It’s not too late
to send in your 2022 pledge to Trinity.

Our November thoughts usually center on
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is strictly an
American holiday. No other country has a
day set aside as one dedicated to giving
thanks to God.
It gets diluted as society and families drift
from God and faith. So as Christians, we
should use the opportunities given us in
November to speak about being thankful to
God and of thanksgiving in God.
The cornucopia is an old visual symbol of
abundance and harvest. Fresh vegetables
and fruits are tumbling out of an overflowing
horn of plenty. Let’s use the visual of
abundant provisions to declare God’s
presence in our lives and owe Thankfulness
to Him.
Trinity United Methodist Church is blessed
with members and friends who are active in
the ministries of our Church and show it in
time and talent sharing. We also show it in
giving generously to fund the ministries of
our Church. Trinity is thankful for our
members. Our members are thankful to
God. Giving is Thanks Giving.
Amen, Carroll Hatfield
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Membership Secretary
Our annual Audit of Trinity’s membership roles
resulted in the following members for whom
we no longer have contact information. They
will be listed in the 2021 Charge Conference
documents for membership removal. If you
have contact information for the names below,
please let our Membership Secretary know.

Abbott, Beth
Badgley, Joshua Karney
Baldeweg-Rau, Marlene
Bell Derik Alton
Bell Dylan Anton
Bell, Spencer Hagen
Bell, Harry (Sandy) IV
Bemis, Judy D.
Bermann, Skyla Brielle
Bermann, Susanne L.
Capen, Dorothy F.
Chambless, Marci
Craver, Brian Edward
Craver, Jackson Richard
Ericsson, Ruth J.
Jordan, Paige Elisabeth
Juergens, Ryan C.
Kraft, William (Bill) G.
Kurman, John David
Kurman, David
Kurman, Gail H.
Lamphier, Tamara L.
Lamphier, Stephen D.
Lamphier, Joshua William
Lewis, Diane L.
Lewis, Tony A.
Martinez, Kimberly
McCullough, Paula
Meadows, Erma
Miller, Joshua Paul
Morse, Keith
Reese, Meghan
Ross, Caleb
Ross, Norman
Strickland, Cynthia Jean
Teter, Dorothy Ann
Weiss, L
Welsh, Thomas W.

Inhabit the Garden Centering Prayer Group
“Inhabit the Garden” Centering Prayer Group
Centering Prayer is a Jesus-focused method of praying in silence. It is quite simple, but often the challenge of simplicity is learning to value and give significance to the simplicity of silence. We learn by practice.
A week or so ago I was weeding around a palm tree
we had transplanted several months ago at the Preschool. I
noticed a curious looking weed and realized it was a sprouting
of a new palm. In Isaiah 43:19 the LORD declares “I am about
to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
It would have been so easy to miss that new sprout. By letting
go of our ego-driven perceptions in the prayer of silence we
open ourselves to the creative, loving work of the Holy Spirit.
Our “Inhabit the Garden” Centering Prayer Group
meets every Friday from 8:30 to 9:30 AM in the Garden of
Hope. We are all beginners so if you would like to give it a go
you will be warmly greeted. Questions? Feel free to contact
Stephen and Christine Hoffman at 941-773-7008. Who
knows? If nurtured, this new palm sprout may one day be
ready to be replanted into the Garden!

Board of Trustees
Autumn finds us with a newly floored, newly painted Wesley Room. There are so many folks who
pitched in from the day the flood was discovered to the final day of decorating a finished room. Thank
you, thank you, thank you, loyal servants of Jesus! Pastor Linda would like us to renovate the Wesley
lady’s room and her request is being followed-up with remodeling plans.
We are anxiously awaiting word that the parsonage will be fitted with hurricane windows sometime
soon. We were told in June that installation would be October or possibly November and I think, in
this case, patience is a virtue.
Many of us would like to see better signage on our property and, if possible, elsewhere. We need to
let folks know what we are all about – what we do, what we’re planning, etc. Specifically, we’d like to
see an electronic marquee sign in place of the one we have now on Riverwood. Permitting restrictions have thwarted our efforts in the past. Pastor Linda has been gracious to volunteer her efforts to research this endeavor.
A big thanks goes to Art Hoffman and his brother Bruce for volunteering to install our latest shipment
of bricks into the walkways of our Garden of Hope. They also reset some bricks that weren’t set in far
enough. Thank you so much for your hard work, guys.
Hats off to Wendall Pritchett, another loyal servant of God. Wendall responded immediately upon being asked to replace Pastor Linda’s mailbox after it was run over by some kind of motor vehicle. We
are blessed by you again, Wendall!
Please mark November 27th (the Saturday after Thanksgiving) as the day we will be decorating the
sanctuary for Christmas. We welcome all those who wish to help spread Christmas spirit by preparing
our sanctuary for the birthday celebration. We will start at 9:00 AM and, with enough hands, we
should be done at 10:30-11:00 AM.
Once again, the Trustees thank all those who share their time, talent and resources when we need
them the most. Our blessings abound because of them!
In Christ’s Service, Dave Masterson, Trustee Chair
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Blessing of Pets
Blessing of the Pets
Saturday, November 6, 9:30 am
Under the trees on Trinity Campus.
Invite friends, family, neighbors.
Flyers are available for you to post in
your neighborhood.
All pets must be leashed or crated.

Trinity Preschool Chili Cook Off and Silent Auction

Trinity Preschool Annual Fundraiser
Sunday, November 7th, 2-4 pm
Come out and support Trinity PreSchool
Tickets available at the door:
$15/person / $30 Family
One of the many auction items available

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
!There are three ways you can fill a shoe box:
1) take a physical box and shop, return filled and
with $5 for shipping,
2) through the online giving donate $25 per box
you wish to have us build online for you,
3) pick up step by step instructions to fill shoeboxes on your own at home, through our online
goal page. All boxes need to be filled and returned to Trinity by November 11, 2021.
How many children can we bless with the Good
News of Jesus Christ by building shoebox gifts
online? This goal page will help us track our progress. https://sampur.se/2YGs0Rk
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Community Connections
Taking Our Church into the Community by Brenda Moore
The group traditionally known as the Mission team changed its name to Community Connections to reflect our purpose to facilitate partnerships at Trinity to coordinate outreach
into the community.
The new Community Connections group is gathering on Thursday, November 11, at
9:30am in Haley Hall and everyone is invite to attend. (We plan to offer some of our subsequent meetings in the early evening to accommodate those who work.)

Please prayerfully consider attending our meeting on November 11.
Isaiah 58:10 NLT
Feed the hungry,
and help those in trouble.
Then your light will shine out from the darkness,
and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.

Fill the Table by Brenda Moore
Beginning in August of 2020, Trinity joined congregations throughout the Florida Conference in a Fill the Table
initiative to provide food for our neighbors in need. According to Fill the Table website, 37 million people in the
US, including 3 million in Florida, struggle with hunger.
Trinity partnered with the Church of the Palms, which
holds a food pantry Monday through Friday and Remnant
Cafe, an outreach of Remnant Church, which serves food
and provides hot showers, clothes, hygiene items and
respite to the homeless.
Through October 16, 2021, Trinity raised an incredible
$15,121 and donated over two tons of food and numerous items of clothing and toiletries to serve our neighbors
through our two partners. Our congregation stepped up
even during pandemic to answer the call of Jesus to
“Feed my sheep” through prayer, donations and generosity of spirit.
The Fill the Table initiative continues at Trinity with our
next event planned for November 20, and we are looking
at moving it into the community in 2022. People can still
donate food, cash or other items prior to the Drive thru by
dropping off at Church office.
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Music Ministry
Wait-a-minute!... Didn't I/We just finish tidying up by finally putting away all the 'Christmas
decorations' just a few months ago??", (Or..."Christmas lights", "Holiday dishware",
"Christmas music", "Christmas gifts"; etc.--you-fill-in-the-blank!)
I think that perhaps the problem may be found in the fact that most of us are so busy playing
"catch-up" with our daily lives, there's little opportunity to anticipate and prepare for the annual "Advent Season" of our Savior!!
Nevertheless, notwithstanding, and be that as it may, here we are again looking forward to
the blessing of celebrating another Thanksgiving Holiday / Advent Season.
Perhaps, if i may, the better approach would be in the "preparation", as in preparing one's
mind, heart and soul for the Coming of the Lord!!
That's exactly what is in mind as we, again this year, strive for some degree of normalcy in
the expression of music ministry here at Trinity UMC. This is a clarion call for all interested,
motivated and joyful joy-giving "Handchime Time" players and participants to once again
rally as a group for some seasonal offerings. We have the added treat that Pastor Linda
has stated emphatically, although she is not a singer, she is quite the abled "handbell/
handchime" player and would be glad to join in to enhance the holiday music.
So.... please inform as soon as feasible, your interest and availability
at LaTerry@iTrinity.org
Rehearsals will occur either on Wed. afternoons or Sat. mornings starting the first week in
Dec.! Please indicate your preference.
In summary, we're also glad to announce the debut.... finally, of a "Ladies Vocal Ensemble" on the first Sunday of Nov., Nov. 7th!! This small group will add, immensely, to the nice
variety of musical ministry offerings occurring during the Traditional Worship Service. More
to come...................
LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO
traditional worship music director/organist

Staff Parish Relations Team
Filled with Thanksgiving
Every year there is a time to “Thank” the pastor for all that she does, for our church, during October
which is traditionally “Pastor Appreciation Month”. The rest of the Trinity Staff is traditionally honored
with a Christmas Love Offering. This year, these occasions are being combined into “We are Filled
with Thanksgiving for YOU”.
The last two Sundays of November, the rolling bulletin board will be in the courtyard. On the bulletin
board will be a Thanksgiving bag with each staff members’ name on it. You will then have the opportunity to place a hand written note to any (or all) staff members to thank them for all that they do for
your church. Also available will be a Love Offering box in which you can place your Love Offering for
the staff.
Thank you for honoring the men and women who work tirelessly for Trinity Sarasota!
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United Methodist Women
Trinity UMW welcomed two new members:
Pat Smith joined Ruth Circle, and Marla Wagler joined Persis Circle.
We always welcome any woman that would like to be part of Trinity UMW Unit. Contact our
membership coordinator Joy Voyles at 926-2517 for information or questions or to say “I want
to join!”
All circles had wonderful meetings in October.
• Hannah at Jan Robertson's had speaker Lindsey Masterson tell us about the scholarship
opportunities through the Community Foundation of Sarasota County where she works.
We had a surprise Bridal shower for her, since she will be married next March.
•

Ruth Circle met in Haley with artist, Pat Birt, who helped ladies paint their own canvas. We
think we have some budding artists in that group!
•

Persis Circle met in Haley to set up their display for the Operation Christmas Child project. Be
sure to visit the display and return boxes preferably before Nov. 14,
•

UMW Executive Board Members please note:
November's Board meeting will be on Wednesday, Nov. 3 at 1 pm in Haley Hall.

November Circle meetings:
• Hannah Circle Mon. Nov. 8 at 1 pm at Jan Robertson's home: 3771 Aster Dr.
• Ruth Circle Tuesday Nov. 9 at 10:30 am in Haley Hall.
• Persis Circle Tuesday Nov. 9 at 6:30 pm in Haley Hall.
**All circles remember November is UMW's World Thank Offering, a special
offering taken during this time of year in appreciation of all we have to be grateful for.

Trinity UMW members will be busy in November!!
• Working on our donations of felt Christmas Stockings. We and several other churches donate
• a total of 900 stockings filled with candy to home missioner Dee Webber. She gives them to the
police department who hand them out in December to Booker Elementary children to foster good
relations between the children and police. Thanks to Lisa Hatfield, Diane Ladny, Linda Tygh and
Marsha Mayers for making the stockings, to our Unit treasury that provides the candy and to Laurie Ward, Sandy Thayer for helping to stuff and prepare them..
•
•

Pam Rader, Deb Martin and the Persis Circle members are presently in Operation Christmas
Child mode til Nov. 14.

•

Evelyn Miller will be getting a team together to prepare and host our Christmas Sale Sunday
Nov. 21 & Monday Nov. 22. Plan to stop in to see lovely decorations and gifts. If you have any
Christmas items you no longer want and would like to donate them, please bring to Haley Hall on
Monday Nov. 15. Proceeds from this sale will be used to benefit mission outreach to women,
children and youth.

•

A group of UMWomen will be putting up the Haley Hall Christmas decorations on Nov. 26.

Save the Date:
- UMW Christmas gathering in Haley Hall on Saturday Dec. 11th. Time and other details TBA.
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Children and Family Ministry
Write out a scripture a day with your children and watch the whole family grow in faith and wisdom. Then post them in special places around the house where family members will be reminded
of God’s truth and love.
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PRAYERS….
Prayer Prompters
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com or 941/356-6943 . If you
would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.
Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athas, Ken Beck, Pat Bell, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob Burtner, Bob Carr, Louise Cowles, Roy
Cowles, Char Craver, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Natasha, Barb Ellsworth, John
Ellsworth, Roz Eskew, L.J. Gibbs, Brenda Lee Hickman, Bert Hooglander, George Hoskins, Barbara Jackson, Mark Johnson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Ellie Lyons, Cory McGuirt, Vickie
Meyers, Larry Miller, Royce Miller, Evelyn Miller, Diane Nash, Kai Nash, Bev Packer, George Pierce,
Phyllis Pritchett, Wendall Pritchett, Adele Provence, Tom Robertson, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith,
Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Tom Surprise, Dawn Sutton, Carol Swart, Cathy Tjaden, Joan Utter,
Connie Walllace, Bill Watson, Carol Willette, Jonathan Willette, Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat
Woodyard.
Our Prayers are with Shona Burtner on the death of her husband, Bob Burtner. A graveside Service was held at Sarasota National Cemetery on October 28th.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Terry Cale who died on October 7, 2021. A Celebration of Life Service will be held November 12, 11 am, at the Weigand Funeral Home.
Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg
Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.

Worship in November
Worship in November
Pastor Linda is finishing a series on understanding the Lord’s Prayer. We say it every
Sunday but do we really understand what
we are praying? (Matthew 6:9-13, Luke
11:1-4)
November 7 – Thy Kingdom Come
All Saints Sunday and Communion.
Veterans Day recognition

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 7th
Members who have died in the
past year will be remembered. You
will have an opportunity to light a
candle for your loved ones during
the service.

November 14 – Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil
November 21 – Sermon by Carroll Hatfield
November 28 – First Sunday in Advent
Advent devotional available on Sundays or
contact Church Office to have one mailed to
you.
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Day Light Savings Time ends Sunday,
November 7th at 2 am. Remember to
FALL BACK one hour.

Low Vision Seminar

November Birthdays

LIFESTYLE WELLNESS WITH AMY
TUESDAY, Nov. 17 at 2 PM - Haley Hall
Come and join in the discussion on VISION. Amy is an occupational therapist
who specializes in Low Vision and how it
affects your lifestyle.
Amy will talk about all eye problems and
give you some tips on how to live with what
you have. She is a graduate of University
of Minnesota and resides in Lakewood
Ranch with her husband and two children. Amy has been my low vision\
therapist and has helped me tremendously
with coping with the world of low vision.
Come and join an informative afternoon
and don't forget to bring a friend. Open to
both men and women. Sign up after
church or give me a call 941=356-6943
- Phyllis Pritchett

Advent Study with Pastor Linda
Christmas from the Backside
by J. Ellsworth Kalas
Wednesdays, beginning December 1st
through December 22, 1 pm.

Thomas Surprise 11/1
Susan McCreary 11/4
John Lopez 11/6
Audrey Pritchett 11/7
Dave Dirmeyer 11/8
Evelyn Miller 11/9
Jim Golm 11/11
Marina Alberici 11/12
Fiona Ryan 11/12
Bic Saunders 11/12
Judy Christianson 11/12
Carol Eggers 11/13
Ginger Evans 11/13
Rex Gibson 11/13
Donn Raymond 11/17
Ethel Paki 11/19
Melissa Stalo 11/19
Andy Pritchett 11/20
Cathy Tjaden 11/20
Sarah Wagler 11/20
Evan Smith 11/21
Joy Voyles 11/24
Jerry Ralston 11/26
Susan Hicks 11/27
Danielle Schweid 11/27
Ann Golm 11/28
Craig Jorgensen 11/28

November Anniversaries

Some books available.
Contact Church office to sign up.
Southwest District Charge Conference
Sunday, November 7, 2021

3pm on Zoom
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Curt & Kim Eskew 11/3
Chuck & Carol Swart 11/9
Jason & Jennifer Means 11/12
George & Ruby Cook 11/16

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Join us Sunday at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming
Worship on Facebook.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
Or watch the recording anytime on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Pastor: Rev. Linda Tice
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

Sound/Light Board: Adria Pike/Leon Milner
Online Ministries Admin: Roszena MCcullough
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler,
Stacey Carrier

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
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