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Pastor’s Page
It happened. I knew it would happen one day and it did. Jack,
my dog got out. `A door accidently left open and he took advantage of the opportunity to go out and explore. I didn’t realize
he was missing for about 30 minutes. And of course the tag I
had made with his new contact information if lost was still sitting
on the table! After a couple hours of driving and walking the
neighborhood looking for him he was found. He had walked into
a house across the street to visit. Luckily they took good care of
him until they figured out where he belonged.
Afterward I found myself thinking about the parables of the lost
sheep and coin (Luke 15:1-10). How God never stops looking,
searching for us because we are of great value. I realized God
looks out for us through others too. One of the preschool teachers was at the church that afternoon
and helped in the search (thanks Glenna!) as well as a lot of people I met in the neighborhood as I
searched. Everyone I talked to said they would look and where should they return him if found? I
thought it was ironic that the focal point I used was the church. Return him to the church!
Wouldn’t it be great if we could just put a tag on everyone lost that says return to the church!?
But more realistically, God uses all of us to be part of the search team looking for those who are lost
and in need of a relationship with Jesus. Who has wandered in your path lately that you can guide to
Jesus?
Blessings,
Linda

Pastor Chat – Beginning September 7th Pastor Linda will be at the Barnes and Noble Bookstore
Café, 4010 S Tamiami Trail, between 9:30 and 10:30 each Tuesday morning. Anyone is invited to
stop by if you want to talk, have questions about a sermon or just want to say hi and have a cup of
coffee or tea!

Weekly Witness – Starting in September, Pastor Linda will send out an email called Weekly

Witness which will contain a short devotion and reminder of events that week. This will be sent out
for a short while in September to the general church email list. Then you will be asked if you would
like to continue receiving them and to sign up for a closed group. Watch for your Weekly Witness
coming soon!

1st Corinthians Bible Study

Join Pastor Linda for a study on First Corinthians using book 1st Corinthians by Jaime Clark-Soles.
Wednesdays – September 22nd – October 27th
Two Times – 11:00 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
A separate zoom class may be held if there is interest.
Call church office to register. Book - $12. (scholarship help available)

September Worship
Worship News

September Series – Limbo Time
How do we live our faith in the in-between time we are in now? People of the Bible show us how.
9/5 Sermon– Send Someone Else!
Moses and Aaron
Exodus 4:10-17
9/12 Sermon– We Want To Go Back!
Moses and Israelites
Exodus 16:1-3, 11-16 17:2-6
9/19 Sermon– Even Jesus has Limbo Times!
Jesus Baptism & Wilderness Time
Luke 4:1-13
9/26 Sermon– What is God Up To?
1st Century Council Meeting
Acts 15
- Everyone is encouraged to bring your Bible to worship either at church or at home online so you
can read the scripture with Pastor Linda.

Music Ministry
A CAREFUL MUSIC MINISTRY APPROACH IN A PRECARIOUS SITUATION...
Within the past few weeks, I had the occasion to attend a memorial service for a family friend at a
Presbyterian Church that he had joined. He and his wife had been very active participants in another
music ministry church program I once directed decades earlier.
Upon entering the memorial service, I was a bit taken aback, if not astonished, to see a choir loft full
of about 15 choral singers singing together at the top of their voices with no (singer's) masks and
seemingly little else to mitigate COVID! To be fair, there seemed to be an effort to "social distance"
between singers, but not really quite enough to be completely clear of everyone's vocal singing airspace.
I was intrigued to the point of distraction.... How can this be?
Instead of drawing a conclusion on unfounded assumptions, (which seems to be done all too often in
our American society), I decided to reach out to the choir-director to see if obtaining first-hand information would be helpful.
Following the service, I was able to meet and exchange introductions with the gentleman choir director and later obtained his email address.
At that point, I inquired: "Please, if you will be so kind, what protocols and/or procedures are you following to enable this level of choir performance in light of COVID concerns???"
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At which point he graciously replied: "At the beginning of COVID the church, like most others closed
to in-person worship, which meant that only the organist/pianist, myself and a rotating group of soloists streamed the live services. The church reopened in September (2020) to live services with
masks and social distancing and a number limit. At that time the choir started back up, distanced
and fully masked (using a singer's masks*)." For _______’s memorial service was the first time the
choir had been together since May and requested to be without masks considering everyone had
their shots and felt comfortable that we were still distanced. Moving forward, we will be immediately
returning to wearing a “Singers Mask” and continuing to distance while the numbers are at a very
high level and until the church “Session” changes their policy." Continued Page # 3

Stewardship & Generosity
Budgets and more... Schools, businesses, charities and every household operate on a budget
whether they realize it or not. Some items are
fixed like utilities and rent, or insurance and telephone. Some items are variable like groceries
and gasoline and even salaries.
Trinity United Methodist Church in Sarasota has
practiced good stewardship for over 71 years. It
is because we are an effective congregation
serving the risen Christ. Our ministries are diverse and include internal and external focuses.
It is that time of year when our leadership addresses the coming year with income and expenses. We use a comparison of pledges, commitments and past giving to be realistic and
hopeful in preparing for the coming year's operation.

Please give prayerful consideration to making a
financial pledge to support Trinity in our shared
ministries. Your faith pledge is not a contract,
but an estimate of your intentions. Many of our
members make a pledge and are able to exceed it. Some, due to circumstances need to
adjust their giving as situations require.
Next month you are invited to participate in Trinity's Budget planning by turning in your confidential pledge card.
Thank you in advance. Serving Christ together,
Carroll Hatfield.

Liturgists Needed!
Trinity's Traditional Service needs volunteers
to be Liturgists! There is easy training available. Please consider serving Trinity Sarasota,
through this ministry! Contact Diane Freestone, if you would like to add your name to
the list of volunteers. Thank you in advance!!
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Music Ministry
Continued from page # 2
In reply, I profusely thanked the gentleman choir
director for his gracious, informative and practical
response to my inquiry.
On the face of it, there seems to be some parallels between that music ministry program and
what we've been attempting to accomplish here at
Trinity UMC utilizing similar guidelines from both
denominational overseer administrations and the
CDC.
With that experience in mind, I am hereby, proposing the following Traditional music ministry
practices going forth for the immediate future here
at Trinity UMC:
Given that the current policy from the Trinity
UM Church Council prohibits inquiring,
discriminating or making the taking of
vaccines the basis of church attendance
or participation, it is best to put off regathering as a choir. *Even with implementing a "singer's mask" approach for
an entire choir, the expense for a good
quality singer's mask approaches
$30.oo each.
Provisions were made and accepted by the
church council to have "up to 4 singers"
spread out across the front of the choir
side of the sanctuary platform, each
singer distanced and with their own personal microphone. I'm glad to inform
that currently we can accommodate up
to 5 (quintet) vocalists per small group
ensemble, (as recently demonstrated by
Trinity Vocal Band), hopefully keeping
within safety parameters.
Encouraging and bringing together combinations of all male or all female vocal
ensembles or mixed female/male voices
(who feel confident with singing) in duets, trios, quartets and quintets that
would each make a music ministry
presentation once a month here at Trinity.
Although this approach would be a bit more
work, (make that a lot more work) for the
music-director/organist, it would give our
singers a wide berth of flexibility in terms
of their personal schedules as opposed
to being or feeling obligated to a commitment of showing up for choir week-in
and week-out!
Continued on Page 7

Inhabit the Garden Centering Prayer Group
“Inhabit the Garden” Centering Prayer Group
It is with a cheerful and grateful reverence that we gather each Friday morning in the Garden of Hope to practice our prayer of silence
that we refer to as “Centering Prayer.” Without fail all the plants of
the Garden are fully present to welcome us and abide with us. Just
as they are rooted with stability there in the Garden so also are we
rooted in the steadfast love of God in our lives.
The plants of the Garden are cheerfully soaking up these summer
showers. They are also willing to be faithfully pruned and shaped
and weeded so they can be unified and pleasing in their beauty. As
we pray in silence we nurture our “intention to consent to God’s
presence and action within us.” We do so with the faith that we also
may be shaped by the Holy Spirit to be more effective in loving God
by serving others. Our shared silence is a practice of letting go of all
that obstructs us from the abiding presence of God.
The Garden never fails to inspire us in all its details. This gardenia
blossom woven of delicate and fragrant petals loves to proclaim God’s goodness. We gather each
Friday morning from 8:30 to 9:30 AM. Anyone who wants to find out what this is all about or to “give
it a go” is always welcome to join us. Stephen and Christine Hoffman are always happy to talk with
you. We can be contacted at Stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net or 941-773-7008.

Pastor Lisa and Pastor Linda trip to Israel in 2022
Pastor Lisa and Pastor Linda are
heading to Israel in 2022 and
you're invited!
DEADLINE September
Tuesday, March 1 - Friday, March 11, 2022
11 days including travel days
We'll celebrate Ash Wednesday in Israel!
Below you'll find a link to our 2022 Itinerary,
Journey Through the Bible
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/
hl22b#.YLvdgPlKjIV
The cost of the trip starts at $3,598 which includes airfare from Tampa or Orlando. There's
an additional fee for trip insurance, which you
will want! It will be around $400.
DISCOUNTS PER PERSON:
If you register by September 1, a $25 discount .
Full payment is due by 12/15/2021
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Trinity United Methodist Women
UMW Unit Event: Welcome Back: Flavors of Fall
Sat. Sept. 18, 1:00 pm in Haley Hall
Let's kick off our fall season with a celebration! We will monitor the COVID situation
but the UMW Board has decided to move forward with plans for this special event
and are planning to meet safely with masks and sincerely hope that you will plan to
attend.
This UMW gathering will be a welcome back to all members, and we will be inviting
a number of special guests. There will be pretty decorations, special name tags,
favors, door prizes and a very special speaker, Debbie Nevdomski from Springboard, one of the local missions that we support.
As part of our outreach to this mission, we invite all ladies attending the meeting to
bring an item or two to donate: Suggestions are: paper towels, laundry detergent,
softener sheets, hand dish soap, all purpose cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, bathroom
cleaner, disinfectant wipes, sponges, microfiber cloths, or a small Publix gift card.
Let's show our support for these young adults by helping them with some everyday items for their
apartments. So we can plan accordingly, please RSVP to Sherrill at srcmusic@verizon.net, or 3760720 by Sept. 10 if you will be attending.

UMW Assembly will be in May 2022:

Every 4 years thousands of UMW members from all of the states and the world gather and in 2022 it
will be in Orlando! So close to us this time!!! At www.Assembly2022.org you can fine all the information. Yes there is registration fee, but starting to save now will lessen that impact. We can car
pool, double up on hotel rooms, etc. I am going! I went to Assembly in Columbus, Ohio 4 years ago
and it was an experience I will never forget! I hope many of our members will go with me. The Unit
has a small scholarship fund to help if needed.

Upcoming UMW dates to remember!

Unit Event Sept. 18th. 1 pm in Haley Hall. No individual circle meetings.
UMW Executive Board Meeting: Monday Oct. 4 at 10:30 am in Haley Hall

Missions News: Trinity UMWomen: Faith, Hope and
Love in Action Praise Report on our most successful Wa-

ter Purification Project, providing funding for three systems to
go to Cuba, one of which will go to Pastor Yolanda's church,
the UM Pastor in Cuba that we support. Please pray for her
husband who is battling cancer and they just do not have the
medicines in Cuba to help manage it.
On July 8th , Dan Christopherson took a picture of a few UMWomen donors and Owen Woodyard with the demo of the
water system for publicity he wants to do about our success.
Dan indicated that very few people have ever bought 3 units
at once for Cuba!
Again...a very special thank you to all who made this outreach happen: UMW ladies who so generously donated, the
Church Mission Committee's gift and several generous
church members.
Dan invites everyone to a free lunch and fellowship with fellow Cuban supporters for a Cuba Event
on October 2nd at 11 am Christ Venice UMC, 1475 Center Road in Venice. A free barbecue lunch
and the speaker will be Rev. Rini Hernandez. If you are interested in attending, R.S.V.P. to
christforcuba@gmail.com.
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Children and Family Ministry
Write out a scripture a day with your children and watch the whole family grow in faith and wisdom. Then post them
in special places around the house where family members will be reminded of God’s truth and love.
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Children and Family Ministry
Girls Bible Study
·

Topic: Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5)

·

All girls ages 10 and up (including moms) are welcome to attend!

·

10:15am on Sundays, Sept. 12 – Nov. 21 (no meeting on Oct.17)

·

Meets in the Upstairs Bible Study Room

Guys Bible Study
·

Topic: Heroes of Faith (Hebrews 11)

·

All guys ages 10 and up (including dads) are invited to join us!

·

10:15am on Sundays, Sept. 12 – Nov. 21 (no meeting on Oct.17)

·

Meets in the Upstairs Youth Room

Trinity PreSchool
Are you, or someone you know, looking for a nurturing learning environment with low child-to-teacher
ratios? Ages 2 to 5 year olds. Call, text, or email Trinity Preschool to set up a tour and reserve a spot
for the 2021 - 2022 school year! Free VPK for 4 year olds. Flexible Part Time and Full Time Hours.
Hours available 7:45 am - 3:30 pm.
Call/Text 941/350-8684 Email: preschool@iTrinity.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinitypreschoolsarasota
Our Preschool has a wish list on Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2M9PO6ET61LVE?ref_=wl_share

Music Ministry
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Continued from page #3 So..... There you have it. The implementation of
this approach would not demand weekly rehearsals. In fact, at most a couple
of rehearsals prior to the Sunday your selected ensemble is designated to
sing/participate. Anyone participating on this basis must have an active
email address. That's how your music (lyrics and music-videos of how the
selections sound) will be sent out to you for learning purposes!
As Pastor Linda's messages have been outlining in some form or fashion here and there, if/when we
keep waiting for someone else to do what needs to be done to get something accomplished, then......
(You know the answer)!
Can we find additional singers beyond the individual members of Trinity Vocal Band, (G. Cook,
D. Masterson, F. Sprenger, T. Hankins, T. Thayer), as well as Rebecca Burke, Leslie Pike, Janene
Young, Steve Puhaly, Diane Freestone, Curt Eskew, Trevor Pike and Tammy Elaine Butler, all of which
have served cheerfully and joyously during these many past months. The door is also open to any instrumentalists you may know who can make a music presentation much like flutist, Evelyn Miller.
Let your intentions be made known!! I'm fully persuaded that God will bless all and any efforts made in
behalf of His Glory, Praise and Worship!!!!
LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO
Traditional Worship music-director/organist

Florida Conference Initiatives to Feed the Hungry
Fill the Table Food Drive
The Next Fill the Table Food Drive thru will be on Saturday,
September 18, 9am - 10:30am
Drive through the Trinity Parking Lot
Have the items in your back seat or trunk.
Thanks for wearing a mask and practicing social distancing.
Donations for our Partners at Church of the Palms:
boxes of cereal
granola bars
cereal bars
juice boxes
fruit cups
individual small meals, like tuna fish (anything that does not
have to be refrigerated)
crackers with peanut butter or cheese
shelf-stable milk
Plastic grocery bags
Donations for our Partners at Remnant Café:
shampoo, conditioner, lotions, deodorant, razors
men's boxers (new)
women's small and medium underwear (new)
men's and women's socks (new)
Men’s khaki pants or jeans size 32, 34, 36
Men’s T-shirts and shirts
Frequently Asked Questions:
 How do I volunteer? Send an email to trinity@itrinity.org and we’ll be in touch.
 Can I drop off items early? Yes! Bring to Church Office on Sundays, Mondays or Thursdays
 Can I donate money instead of stuff? Yes! We’ll have donation baskets ready on Saturday or
you can mail in a donation or give online. Please mark your donation clearly- Food Drive.
Please make checks payable to Trinity UMC.

Carol’s van full of items donated this month for
Remnant Cafe.
Serving Sarasota’s homeless with physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs.

8

Calendar Planning

Covid Update

Calendar Planning Meeting -

Due to changing
CDC guidelines we
encourage everyone to wear masks
during worship and
church activities.

Thursday, September 9th - Haley Hall 6:30pm
Do you have ideas of things you would like to
see happen here at Trinity? EVERYONE is
invited to share ideas as we plan the church
calendar through January (this includes
Christmas) . All ideas welcome! If you are
part of a committee or group that already has
planned events make sure you come to this
meeting or have a representative. First come
for dates on the calendar so make sure to
have a voice present!

Mark your calendar - Opportunity to Serve!
 What: Philippi Elementary School Annual
5K Run
nd
 When: Saturday, Oct 2 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
 Where: In front of church on Haley Lane
 Who: All are invited to come cheer on the
runners and hand out water.
 Why: Let’s show our Trinity UMC enthusiasm for our neighbors! (Let Karen know if
you can help)

Garden of Hope
Shelter from the Storm
At the center of our Garden of Hope is the oak
tree. It is surrounded by a brick walkway coming from the existing sidewalk.

Sunday, November 21, 2021

The engraved bricks are available for purchase
to honor someone, remember a loved one or
special date, or favorite Bible verse. The bricks
are between $125 and $150 with two colors
and styles to choose.

3pm at St. John’s UMC - Sarasota

Benches are available at a minimum of $5000.

Southwest District Charge Conference

Membership Secretary
Has your contact information changed?
If so please let us know so our records can be
updated. We want to be able to keep in touch
with you so we can share news about everything that’s going on at Trinity!
Thank you.
Nancy Smith
Membership Secretary
nancy@iTrinity.org or call Church office
on Mondays
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It is important to follow John Wesley's prayer that we DO NO HARM to others as followers of Christ. Let's keep everyone safe
and get through this together!!

To enter your order online:
www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityUMC .Or
contact Marla Wagler.
100% of the proceeds of these purchases will
go towards our Capital campaign.

PRAYERS….
Prayer Prompters
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com or 941/356-6943 . If you
would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.
Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athas, Ken Beck, Pat Bell, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob Burtner, Bob Carr, Louise Cowles, Roy
Cowles, Char Craver, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Natasha, Barb Ellsworth, John
Ellsworth, Roz Eskew, Brenda Lee Hickman, Bert Hooglander, George Hoskins, Barbara Jackson,
Mark Johnson, Cindy Jorgensen, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Ellie Lyons, Cory McGuirt,
Vickie Meyers, Larry Miller, Royce Miller, Evelyn Miller, Diane Nash, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin,
Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Wendall Pritchett, Adele Provence, Mary Raymond,
Tom Robertson, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Tom Surprise, Cathy
Tjaden, Joan Utter, Connie Walllace, Bill Watson, Carol Willette, Charlie Willette, Ron Williams,
Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Gail Hoffman who died on August 7, 2021
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Phyllis Baier who died on July 29, 2021
Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott,
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.

The Twenty Year Commemoration of 9 / 11 is being held on Saturday, September 11th, from 6:00 – 7:30 PM in the Patriot Plaza at the
Sarasota National Cemetery, 9810 State Road 72, Sarasota, FL,
34241. Sponsored by Rev. Dr. Tom Pfaff of the Sarasota Ministerial
Association, the details and registration is:
https://citymatters.hivebrite.com/events/63799

Prayer & Support for Haiti

Special Offering for UMCOR Advance#
982450. We claim these promises. God is
our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble (Psalm 46). And Jesus is
with us in the midst of the storm (Mark 4).
May we draw near to God and to one another in a spirit of generosity toward our
neighbors in a moment of crisis and with
faith that God will provide. - Bishop Ken
Carter
Please make checks payable to Trinity
UMC and note UMCOR or use our online

giving www.iTrinity.org
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September Birthdays

Thank you Note
Dear Trinity Family,
So many cards, emails, texts, flowers,
devotionals, poems, and banana bread,
were sent to me while grieving the death of
my beloved sister Gail. If I missed thanking you in person, please know I am very
grateful for the outpouring of love and
prayers.
Psalms 56:8 NLT
You keep track of all my sorrows. You have
collected all my tears in your bottle. You have
recorded each one in your book.

Your sister in Christ,
Karen

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pastor Linda is in her office Tuesday—Friday
(Monday is Pastor’s Day Off)
Contact info:
Cell: 407/963-7048 or email:
PastorLinda@iTrinity.org
Jack Hundley is in on Tuesdays
Voice messages and emails are checked daily.
There is a newly installed MAIL SLOT in the
Church Office door and can be used to drop off
mail at any time.

September Anniversaries
Ian Bland & Becki Creighton 9/2
Vinnie & Diane Nash 9/8
Bill & Tonya Smith

9/22

Leon & Wendy Newsome
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9/24

Fritz Sprenger
Pat Birt
Norma Fryer
David Francisco
Lisa Hatfield
Tammy Barnett
David Wyatt
Alana Bush
Brenda Lee Hickman
George Alberici
Bill Smith
Linda Easterday
Kathryn Logan
Debbie Tippen
Patty Leathers
George Ormiston
Wendall Pritchett
George Thornton
Paula Neumeier
Steve Mayers
Steve Puhaly
Lou Towery
Mark Calmes
Debra Martin
Tonya Smith
Christy Wilhelm
Phillip Jorgensen
George Hoskins
Bert Hooglander

9/4
9/6
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/12
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/17
9/20
9/20
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

Marsha Mayers

9/30

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Join us Sunday at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming
Worship on Facebook.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
Or watch the recording anytime on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Pastor: Rev. Linda Tice
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

Sound/Light Board: Adria Pike/Leon Milner
Online Ministries Admin: Roszena MCcullough
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler,
Stacey Carrier

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

12

