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Ministerôs Moment 
 
It has been a month since I moved to Sarasota 
and began to worship with you here at Trinity. In 
some ways it seems like I have been here longer 
as I have been welcomed and made to feel right 
at home (although my still unpacked boxes keep 
reminding me that isnôt true!). 
 
 I am appreciative of everyone who has partici-
pated in a Cookies and Conversation group. As 
of this writing there have been six groups so far 
and another five or six scheduled. If you havenôt had a chance to be part of 
one, please consider signing up after church or call the church office. I think 
everyone will agree that it has been nice to be together and share about the 
church. And it has been a wonderful way for me to meet people and learn what 
Trinity is all about.  
 
One image that has struck me as I meet with each group is how a church is 
similar to a quilt. Each person and group is like a quilt piece, individual in some 
ways and yet part of a bigger pattern. We all have different experiences of faith 
and yet as followers of Christ our stories intersect to become part of the whole 
message of hope and redemption. The threads of the Holy Spirit unite all to 
create a wonderful tapestry of faith in action. The exciting part of this is that it is 
not ever finished but is an ever evolving pattern of Godôs grace at work in the 
church and in the community around us. I am excited to see how the Master 
Creator continues to form this quilt in the months and years ahead!  
 
Blessings, 
Linda 
 
 
Mark your calendar! Cookies and Conversation Church gathering ï Sunday, 
August 29

th
. 

 
Pastor Linda will be sharing your thoughts that she heard from the Cookies and 
Conversations groups as well as some of her óNew Eyesô observations. Every-
one is invited whether you attended a CC group or not. The time will be 3:00 in 
the sanctuary.  
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August Worship 

I wanted to personally invite you to be part of 
a Cookies and Conversation group here at the 
church this month. These are opportunities for 
me to meet with everyone at the church to 
have some conversation about Trinity. In each 
gathering I ask the same three questions. I 
listen and take notes and sometime at the end 
of August I hope we will have a time in which 
we can gather as a community for me to 
share what I heard from all of you. I will also 
share some of my ónew eyesô observations of 
being a ónewô person at the church. I really 
want to hear from everyone ï visitors, new 
members, families, long time members. So I 
hope you will find a time that works well for 
you. Below you will find some of the upcoming 
times and we will be adding more opportuni-
ties if needed.  Just let us know you would like 
to be in a group! Sign-up sheets are available 
before or after church and by calling the 
church office. Thank you for your help with 
Cookies and Conversation!  Blessings, 
Pastor Linda 
 
¶ Sunday, August 1st, 4:30pm, at the new 
home of Beatty Shipley. Light supper pro-
vided. 

¶ Saturday, August 7th, 10:30 am, at the 
home of Margie & Mark Aukland. 

¶ Staff C & C, August 8th, 1pm. 
¶ Sunday, August 15th, 4pm, in Haley. 
Child/youth activities provided. Kid-friendly 
meal follows. 

¶ Wednesday, August 18th, 2pm, Haley 
Hall. 

¶ Wednesday, August 18th, 6:30pm, at the 
home of Pam and Trent Rader. Dessert 
provided. 

 

August Sermons 
 
August 1 ï ñMy Favoriteò series ï                  
Favorite Vacation 
Going For the Gold! 
Hebrews 12:1-3 
 
August 8 ï ñMy Favoriteò series concludes 
Preach Faith 
My passion for the United Methodist Church 
1 John 4:7-16 
 
August 15 ï Back to School Sunday 
Sermon ï Searching For Superman 
Psalm 63:1-7 
Itôs A bird, itôs a plane, itôséé. 
 
August 22 
Sermon ï Ubuntu! 
How does Jesus see us? How do we see     
others? 
2 Cor 3:1-6 
 
August 29 
Lessons From Starbucks 
Acts 10 
What can the church learn from Starbucks? 
 
5th Sunday ï The 5th Sunday is special for all 
Florida UM churches as it is the time to remem-
ber and support our United Methodist Chil-
dren's Home. This is a wonderful ministry for 
children and families in our conference that tru-
ly makes a difference. Pastor Linda was on the 
Board there for 9 years and will be glad to an-
swer any questions you may have about how 
children's lives are changed. August 29th you 
are invited to make a financial gift to them by 
placing your donation in the designated enve-
lope for FUMCH. (Please make checks out to 
Trinity church). Thank you!  

Blessing of the   

Backpacks 

All students and teach-
ers are invited to par-
ticipate in the Blessing 
of the Backpacks on 
Sunday,  August 15 at 
the end of the 9am  
service. Students are 
encouraged to bring 
their backpacks and all 
families are welcome to 
attend. 
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Fill The Table Team   

It has been one year since we started a new 
outreach ministry "Fill the Table".   For anyone 
who doesn't know what "Fill the Table is, it is an 
initiative launched in July of 2020 by the Florida 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  
Through a network of statewide partnerships 
and collaboration, the goal is to feed 3 mil-
lion meals to Florida families by September 
2021. This goal was met and exceeded. As of 
June 2021 the Florida Local Churches provided 
5 million meals. 
 
Trinity joined this initiative to fight food insecuri-
ty through a lens of justice & mercy.  We part-
nered with two local missions: Church of the 
Palms Food Bank which has been serving the 
community for over 20 years and Remnant 
Homeless Ministry on Ashton Road, serving 
homeless and underserved in our immediate 
community for 20 years. We partner ecumeni-
cally with them and also invite our neighbors to 
join us with donations each month. Both COP 
Food Bank and Remnant are so grateful for our 
monthly donations of food, clothing and money!  
 
What has Trinity done in the year since we 
started?  Through our drive-thru Food Drives, 
we have collected 3,426 lbs of food (almost 2 
tons!) and $17,800 in cash donations. Thank 
you Trinity for always being so generous!   
 
Trinity's Fill the Table Planning Team is Brenda 
Moore, Carol Harris, Evelyn Miller, Marsha 
Mayers, Sherrill Carr, Karen Remfrey and Pas-
tor Linda Tice.  At present, our regular monthly 
volunteers who coordinate various aspects of 
the Fill the Table Drive Thru are Wendall & 
Phyllis Pritchett, Ray Garriott, Steve Mayers, 
Carroll Hatfield, and Jan Robertson. Many other 
members have helped throughout the past year 
and we are grateful for their dedication as well. 
 
This outreach project does involve a once a 
month commitment, but we have streamlined it 
so that it really is not a lot of work for any one 
person and involves only about 2 hours of vol-
unteers' time. Food insecurity and homeless 
needs are ongoing and it is wonderful that we 
partner with two missions that know how to 
help.   
 
We plan to continue monthly "Fill the Table" out-
reach through September and will decide at that 
time if we will continue this outreach.  
 

Brookdale Mission 

The Brookdale Mission has been providing 
worship services at The Brookdale Residential 
Home on Swift Road for almost 2 months now. 
We have been receiving help from several vol-
unteers: Nancy Smith, Bud Duffey, Carroll  
Hatfield, Steve Hoffman and Christine Hoff-
man, Pru Beishline, and Carol Willette. Others 
in the Trinity congregation have made commit-
ments in the future to either speak or provide 
special music. 

Every week we receive compliments and 
words of Thanks for the service we provide 
from the residents that attend. We average 
around eight residents. These are people who 
would not be able to hear the Word of God 
preached, hymns of praise, or receive Holy 
Communion without the ministry provided by 
Trinity Church. 

Please keep this mission, the volunteers, and 
the residents of Brookdale in your prayers.  - 
Sam H. Caudle 

Update on our Water Purification System 
Project for Cuba:   

 
We are still celebrating the $7800 raised in 
May and June to provide 3 units!  Praise God 
and again sincere thanks to all who helped us 
exceed our goal of hoping to purchase one!  
 
We are staying in touch with Dan Christopher-
son, the Southwest District Mission Coordina-
tor for Cuba on the progress of these units.  He 
came to Trinity on July 8th to take a picture of 
a few of the donors with the demo of the sys-
tem so he could share with others in the dis-
trict.   
 
Remember....its a slow process to get the units 
made, shipped, through customs, delivered 
from Havana to their destinations, and then 
installed. We know the unrest in Cuba is a con-
cern but are earnestly praying for calm there, 
and that our units will get there in a timely 
manner...hopefully by Christmas. We will keep 
you informed! 

Cuba Water Mission 
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Pastor Lisa and Pastor Linda are 
heading to Israel in 2022 and 
you're invited! 
 
Tuesday, March 1 - Friday, March 11, 2022 
11 days including travel days 
We'll celebrate Ash Wednesday in Israel! 
 
Below you'll find a link to our 2022 Itinerary, 
Journey Through the Bible 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/
hl22b#.YLvdgPlKjIV 
 
The cost of the trip starts at $3,598 which in-
cludes airfare from Tampa or Orlando. There's 
an additional fee for trip insurance, which you 
will want! It will be around $400. 
 
DISCOUNTS PER PERSON: 

If you register by August 1, a $50 discount by September 1, a $25 discount .  Full payment is due 
by 12/15/2021 

Inhabit the Garden Centering Prayer Group 

Pastor Lisa and Pastor Linda trip to Israel in 2022     

In June Pastor Lisa offered a beautiful prayer of dedication 
for the Garden of Hope as one of her last gifts to our con-
gregation. On Friday 16 July Pastor Linda came to sit and 
pray with us. After our prayer of silence, we had a gracious 
opportunity to share with one another how we each came 
to value Centering Prayer as a way of nurturing our rela-
tionship with God. We were so grateful for Pastor Lindaôs 
heart-felt listening. 
 
Romans 15:13 shares this blessing, ñMay the God of Hope 
fill you with all faith and peace in believing so that you may 
be filled with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.ò When 
we sit in silence our intention is to let go and create spiritual 
space. Our desire is to let go of worry and anxieties and to 
let go of our tendencies toward pretense, presumption, self-
promotion, self-pity. Our faith is that in letting go we create 
spiritual space for the Holy Spirit to fill us with hope. 
 
We are all beginners in this practice and newcomers are 
warmly welcomed. We meet each Friday from 8:30 to 9:30 
AM in the Garden of Hope. Stephen and Christine Hoffman 
facilitate this group, and we are happy to answer any ques-
tions at Stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net or 941-773-7008.  
  

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22b?fbclid=IwAR0imFvYf3FrsMLRWV6l00F7uYtVwTMyTzasgpvQlWciZafOJFqxnMg_qW0#.YLvdgPlKjIV
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22b?fbclid=IwAR0imFvYf3FrsMLRWV6l00F7uYtVwTMyTzasgpvQlWciZafOJFqxnMg_qW0#.YLvdgPlKjIV
mailto:Stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net
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Trinity United Methodist Women 

Save the date!  UMW plans to have a Wel-
come Back Unit meeting on Saturday Sept 
18th at 1 pm in Haley Hall.  Potential members 
and the District Board will be invited to be our 
guests.   We will have a very special speak-
er, Debbie Nevadomski who will tell us about 
Springboard and how Trinity UMW can 
help. Here is some information about Spring-
board:   
    What services are available for an 18 year 
old foster care youth? Before January 2014, 
there were no services available. These youth 
were simply expected to fend for themselves, 
even those still in high school. When Nancy 
Detertôs January 2014 legislative bill passed, 
the need of these youth was legitimized. 
Some government funding for the extended 
foster care was provided; some additional lo-
cal, private funding and physical housing was 
donated. Everyday Blessings provided support 
services and Springboard was born. 
     Located in Sarasota, Springboard is an in-
novative program, designed to meet the many 
needs of young adults ages 18-22 who are 
participating in the Extended Foster Care Pro-
gram or those in danger of becoming home-
less.  Springboard provides high-quality, con-
veniently located, independent living arrange-
ments. Additionally, the organization provides 
real-world life skills training, tutoring, mentor-
ing and therapeutic services that will develop 
self-sufficiency for the young adults. The resi-
dential units offered to program participants 
are furnished and are conveniently located 
with access to the bus route, shopping and 
dining. 
     Mark your calendar UMW ladies to be sure 
to attend.  More information of how to reserve 
your seat will be in the UMW newsletter com-
ing out in August.  

UMW Executive Board will meet in person on 
Monday August 16 at 10 am in Haley 
Hall.  ***please note the time...10 am!  Pastor 
Linda will be joining us and we will discuss 
plans for the rest of 2021.  All board members 
encouraged to attend!  Zoom on the large Ha-
ley TV is possible for any board members that 
are out of state.   

     A Christmas project:  I know, I know.....it's 
still summer but for the last two years we have 
partnered with Dee Webber, hometown mission-
ary, with her Christmas Stocking project which is 
a small felt stocking filled with treats. They are 
given out in December with the help of Sarasota 
Police and other volunteers that work with 
Dee.    She has such a heart for the Newtown 
children as well as children in Immokolee and 
Beth-El and many children in general in our 
community that are underserved.  Last year she 
made (with help from groups like ours) thou-
sands of these stockings that were given to chil-
dren who were delighted!   It also promotes a 
good relationship between the police and the 
children.    
   In 2019 and 2020 we donated 200 filled stock-
ings.  Some of our ladies make the stockings 
and if funds are available, the unit treasury buys 
the treats to fill the ones we make.  The Board 
has not met yet to make any decision about 
funding the treats to fill stockings, but I know 
Dee would appreciate volunteers to help now by 
making the felt stockings and/or to start saving 
the plastic bags that your newspaper comes 
in (if you still get an actual newspaper deliv-
ered).  These bags are perfect for putting the 
filled stocking in and tied to secure the treats in 
the stocking.  
   So ladies (or any church members), if you 
have some time this summer to sew a few 
stockings or have some red and green felt you 
might have or donate the plastic bags, please 
visit the table in Haley Hall by the blue book-
shelf.  There you will find copies of the pattern - 
all stockings need to be the same, so please 
use the pattern and use red or green felt.  On 
the table, there is also a bin where donations of 
red or green felt, the plastic bags or the finished 
stockings can be placed.  Thanks for consider-
ing participating in this "hands on" mission.   

As always, I thank God for this active unit of 64 
United Methodist Women.  We always welcome 
any woman that would like to join us!  Contact 
me for information.  srcmusic@verizon.net.  
 
Sherrill Carr, UMW President 

mailto:srcmusic@verizon.net
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Children and Family Ministry 

Write out a scripture a day with your children and watch the whole family grow in faith and wisdom. 

Then post them in special places around the house where family members will be reminded of Godôs 

truth and love.  
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Florida Conference Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 

 Fill the Table Food Drive 

The Next Fill the Table Food Drive thru will be on Saturday,     

August 21, 9am - 10:30am 

Drive through the Trinity Parking Lot  
Have the items in your back seat or trunk. 
Thanks for wearing a mask and practicing social distancing.  
 
Donations for our Partners at Church of the Palms: 
boxes of cereal 
granola bars 
cereal  bars 
juice boxes 
fruit cups 
individual small meals, like tuna fish (anything that does not 
have to be refrigerated) 
crackers with peanut butter or cheese 
shelf-stable milk 
 
Note: They are in need of plastic grocery bags. What a wonderful way to ñrecycleò all those 
bags you have.  
 
Donations for our Partners at Remnant Caf®: 
shampoo, conditioner, lotions, deodorant, razors 
men's boxers (new) 
women's small and medium underwear (new) 
men's and women's socks (new) 
Menôs khaki pants or jeans size 32, 34, 36 
Menôs T-shirts and shirts 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
¶ How do I volunteer? 
Send an email to trinity@itrinity.org and weôll be in touch. 
¶ Can I drop off items early? 
Yes! Bring to Church Office on Sundays, Mondays or Thursdays  
¶ Can I donate money instead of stuff? 
Yes! Weôll have donation baskets ready on Saturday or you can mail in a donation or give 
online. Please mark your donation clearly- Food Drive.  Please make checks payable to Trinity 

Are You Ready? 

Sarasota County All-Hazards Disaster  

Planning Guides 

 

are available in the Church Office or at the Registra-

tion desk on Sunday mornings. 

Thank you to Tom Surprise for obtaining them for us 

and helping us all to be PREPARED. 
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Board of Trustees 

We have been very busy AND productive since our last Acorn article.  Here is a summary by bullet 
point: 
 
¶ The recent pastoral change necessitated certain work projects to be done.  We painted most of 
the inside of the parsonage and all those who showed up did a great job.  We also cleaned, re-
paired, replaced, plumbed, etc. items as we prepared the residence to be a nice home for Rev. 
Linda and her dog Jack.  I must name names, as project coordinator, along with project supervi-
sor, Pam Rader (Hospitality Director) and Diane Freestone (SPRC Coordinator), those who 
served the Lord with us (in random order) were Trent Rader, Ashley Rader, Nancy Masterson, 
Dwayne Diggs, Dave Liller, Steve Mayers, Jim Schindler, Jack Hundley, Tom Hankins, Stephen 
Hoffman, Jerry Voyles, Jerry Ralston, Kevin Wilhelm, Carol Swart, Wendall Pritchett and his 
daughter Mary.  I apologize if Iôve missed someone.  On behalf of our Trustees, we thank all of 
these folks one and all.  We could not have accomplished what we accomplished without them! 

 
¶ Additionally, a new wooden fence has been installed on the west end of the parsonage lot to af-
ford some privacy as well as a dog run for Jack, the Labrador Retriever.  Some of you will recall 
that there used to be a wooden fence in the very same place between the playground and the 
parsonage property, but it was removed many years ago. 

 
¶ Hurricane and disaster preparedness is an area we MUST improve upon.  The Trustees have 
contracted to have hurricane windows installed in the parsonage and are expecting the installa-
tion to occur in October ï the earliest date available!  Funding is being done by using some of our 
reserves in Lakeland.  I cannot think of a better reason to use that money other than to provide a 
safe place for our own Pastor and Jack.  The decision to install hurricane windows rather than 
shutters (that would require a crew to install if a storm was imminent) was based on the fact that 
the rest of our church buildings would also need to be secured and, quite frankly, fielding a ñcrewò 
for this task will be challenging in itself.  The Trustees will be reviewing the materials we have al-
ready (storm shutters, protective coverings) for the other buildings on our campus, and determin-
ing what we will need in the future to upgrade this equipment. 

 
¶ The Haley Lane sidewalk between the playground and road has been repaired and looks great!  
Above all, it is now safe to walk on. 

 
¶ We thank Jim Schindler, a Master Gardner, for accepting the job as Resource Manager for our 
Garden of Hope (a volunteer position).  He has already recommended quite a few things to help 
us maintain that area effectively.  We appreciate you, Jim! 

 
¶ The Preschool classrooms are receiving vinyl plank flooring which is replacing the carpeting and 
linoleum that has been there ñforeverò.  This was made possible by a grant applied for by our Pre-
school Director, Brooke, with matching funds from Trinity.  Thanks to Nancy Masterson, Pre-
school Board Chair, for coordinating this project.  She is also facilitating the replacement and im-
provement of the Preschool signage that appears on campus.  

 
¶ The Wesley Room building will be unavailable for a while due to flooding caused by a burst 
plumbing connection in the ladiesô room.  We are sorry for the inconvenience and will be address-
ing this issue as soon as possible. 

 
We have other needs that we have satisfied and those yet to be resolved.  We will keep you updat-
ed. 
 
In Christôs Service, 
Dave Masterson 
Trustee Chair 
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Stewardship and Generosity 
  There is a legend 
about the boy who gave 
up his five barley loaves 
and two small fish so 
that Christ could feed 
the multitude. It tells how 

the boy hurried home, after all the fragments 
had been gathered, and told his mother about 
the exciting incident. With eyes still big with 
wonder, he told her how his five little barley 
cakes and two dried fish had multiplied in the 
Saviour's hand until there was enoughh to satis-
fy 5,000 hungry people. And then, with a wistful 
look, he added:" I wonder, Mother, whether it 
would be that way with everything you gave 
him."     
 
Congregation, please celebrate the following 

statisòticksò : 

In recent Acorns you have been able to read 

congratulatory letters from the Southwest Dis-

trict and the Florida Conference of the United 

Methodist Church. We have again met 100% of 

our apportionments. 

Please know also that Trinity in Sarasota had 

income of over $173,000 in the first six months 

of this year and our expenses are managed well 

so that we are within a few thousand dollars of 

our income. Thank you for being faithfully gen-

erous in your stewardship - Carroll Hatfield 

Garden of Hope          

Shelter from the Storm  

At the center of our Garden of Hope is the oak 

tree.  It is surrounded by a brick walkway com-

ing from the existing sidewalk.  

The engraved bricks are available for purchase 

to honor someone, remember a loved one or 

special date, or favorite Bible verse. The bricks 

are between $125 and $150 with two colors 

and styles to choose.   

Benches are available at a minimum of $5000.   

To enter your order online:  

www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityUMC .Or 

contact Marla Wagler. 

100% of the proceeds of these purchases will 

go towards our Capital campaign.  

 

 

 

Covid Update    

Rummage Sale Team       
Do you have any unused storage areas?  Weôre 

constantly receiving request from folks who 

wish to donate good quality items to our Rum-

mage Sale, but Trinity doesnôt have the space 

to keep them. 

If you can help, please contact Evelyn Miller.  

We have unused ink cartridges that have been 

given to us for anyone who needs them: 

¶ Brother LC203CLXL 

¶ Lexmark 100XL 

¶ HP 564 and HP 02 

 

Contact Church office if you can use them 

Due to changing 
CDC guidelines we 
encourage anyone 
who is high risk, 
concerned or un-
vaccinated to wear 
masks during wor-

ship and church activities.  

It is important to follow John Wesley's pray-
er that we DO NO HARM to others as fol-
lowers of Christ. Let's keep everyone safe 
and get through this together!!  

http://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityUMC

