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Let’s Make an Advent Wreath

I'm encouraging every household to create an Advent Wreath for their
Christmas at Home celebrations this year. Below you’ll find some easy,
inexpensive options, many you may already own.

Once you’ve made yours, send me a picture of your household with your
wreath so we can post it for everyone to enjoy. I’d also love to hear the story of how you made your wreath and why you chose what you did.
pastorlisa@iTrinity.org or 727-688-2837
Be on the lookout for a special booklet in the mail of Advent Wreath readings and scripture readings we’ll use with our wreath to help us prepare for
Christmas.
This year, Advent begins Sunday, November 29th.
First, a Little History
"Research by Prof. Haemig of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, points to Johann Hinrich Wichern (1808–
1881), a Protestant pastor in Germany and a pioneer in urban mission work among the poor, as the
inventor of the modern Advent wreath in the 19th century. During Advent, children at the mission
school Rauhes Haus, founded by Wichern in Hamburg, would ask daily if Christmas had arrived. In
1839, he built a large wooden ring (made out of an old cartwheel) with 20 small red and 4 large
white candles. A small candle was lit successively every weekday and Saturday during Advent. On
Sundays, a large white candle was lit.
The custom gained ground among Protestant churches in Germany and evolved into the smaller
wreath with four or five candles known today. Roman Catholics in Germany began to adopt the custom in the 1920s, and in the 1930s it spread to North America." - Wikipedia

Ideas for Creating Your Own Advent Wreath
Yes, you could buy an Advent Wreath. There's nothing wrong with that. But, you could also create
one. Each choice will be intentional, adding to it's meaning. The act of creating the wreath will be a
prayer in itself. The point of a Christian practice is to help you connect more deeply with God and
others. What will help you connect?
COLORS
Modern Advent Wreaths often use four purple or blue candles plus a white candle in the center. The
purple/blue candles can represent many things- repentance, longing, waiting, sovereignty, night,
etc. The white candle is often called the Christ Candle, representing Jesus, and isn't lit till Christmas
Eve. Sometimes, one of the purple/blue candles is replaced with a pink candle to represent joy.

Some Advent Wreaths use other colors. The "original" used red and white. What would it be like for
the color of the candles to get lighter as you make your way to the white Christ Candle. What if the
Christ Candle were gold or silver?
There's no need to stress over authenticity or getting it right. Symbols are elastic. What colors will
you choose? What do they represent for you?
CANDLES
Tapered candles will show the passage of time. Pillar candles are also beautiful. You could even
use simple votive candles or tea lights. Be sure to use the needed candle sticks, platforms, or holders for your candles. Continued on page 2

Advent Wreaths
Continued from Page 1
NUMBER OF CANDLES
The "original" wreath used well over 20 candles,
lighting one a day from the beginning of Advent
to Christmas Eve. This connects that wreath to
the very popular Advent calendar or Countdown
calendar. Most modern wreaths use 5 candles.
How many will you use? Why?
SHAPE
Advent Wreaths are often shaped as a circle, a
symbol of eternity. I've seen wreaths shaped
like a spiral, a cross, or with the candles in a row
like a path. What shape will you choose and
why?
OPTIONAL ITEMS
Fresh or artificial greenery. Evergreens, holly,
and ivy are often used. How about poinsettia?
What do you have in your yard which could be
used?
Use figures from your nativity set to decorate
your Advent Wreath. How about an empty manger in place of the Christ Candle. Replace it with
the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve and/or
place the baby in the manger. I have an olive
wood carving from Israel of a pregnant woman I
love to use. On Christmas Eve, it's replaced with
a carving of a woman holding a baby.

Come, O Come Emmanuel
Root of Jesse
Light of the World
Grace on grace on grace
Come, O Come Emmanuel
You who are flesh
Vulnerable and Lowly and Small
You who are Great
Holy and Powerful and Forever
Come, O Come Emmanuel
The Fullness of God with us
Make your home in my heart
Replace the stone with your throne
Come, O Come Emmanuel
Save us
Heal us
Awaken us
Raise us
Come, O Come Emmanuel
Prayer by Lisa Degrenia

What other ideas do you have? I look forward to
seeing your creation and hearing all about it. –
Lisa <><

Christmas Witnesses
Shepherds and wise men were the first witnesses to greet and worship the baby Jesus. The Christ,
the Messiah fulfilling prophecy and coming as the Savior and Redeemer for each of us. The shepherds were invited to know the Good News of Great Joy. The wise men knew to follow the star that
led them.
We are fortunate to be believers on this side of the cross and to know this Advent, this coming of
Jesus is His first one. Emmanuel, God in the flesh. And we know from His birth, life, death and resurrection that His second coming is the eternity we seek. Let us now be witnesses in our words
and actions that this child of Christmas is the risen Christ of our salvation.
Take the Joy, Hope, Peace and Love of Advent Sundays and share them with others as the Good
News of Great Joy.
MERRY CHRISTMAS, Carroll Hatfield.
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December Fill the Table Food Drive
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New Outdoor Group
Walking With Jesus
Thursdays at 9:00 AM starting January 14
Trinity Sarasota Garden of Hope
Brenda Moore is starting a new prayer group, 'Walking With
Jesus.' We will walk for about 20 minutes. Our prayer walk
initially will focus on picturing Jesus walking alongside us and
asking ourselves “What would Jesus say to me today if He
were physically present? “ (While we know He is always with
us, if we picture Him physically walking and talking with us,
adjusting to our pace and the weather, it may help us talk to
Him in a different way or hear Him differently.)
This is a private contemplative prayer as we walk with Jesus
using both our feet and our souls.
Participants will wear masks and socially distance as they
walk and pray on our lovely campus. Afterward, those who
would like can linger to share their experiences.
"Come join me in walking with Jesus.”
- Brenda Moore

Worship team
Please come by Trinity on Saturday, November
28th, 9am to 11 am to help decorate the Sanctuary for the Advent Season.
- Board of Trustees
Due to COVID changes, we are not doing
individual-ordered poinsettias this year

There is a GREAT need for volunteers to be
the liturgist, for a month, during 2021.
The time you volunteer is not that long. Everything is prepared FOR you, except the offertory prayer. Do NOT be dismayed, there are
ways that you can be trained!!! The blessings, doing this, are SO much more than you
can imagine.
Please contact Diane Freestone 941-2667898 or the Church Office
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Giving Tuesday

Giving Tuesday is December 1!
The year 2020 has been difficult. The pandemic forced us to reflect on the past, reconsider priorities and cope with uncertainty. In these times, one thing remained consistent: God's mission continues.
This #GivingTuesday, we can do more, together. Global Ministries connects the church in mission
through evangelism and church revitalization, missionaries, global health, and disaster response
and recovery. Every contribution makes a difference in this important work.
Your gifts will continue God's mission through missionaries, evangelism, health programs, and disaster response and recovery.
Collaborations with health professionals, missionaries, disaster management coordinators and faith
leaders have allowed for a global response to COVID-19 by Global Ministries and UMCOR.
From the Philippines to Pennsylvania, Brazil to Burundi, peoples’ daily needs such as healthcare,
food, hygiene and job security are being met.
By equipping local churches, annual conferences and nonprofit organizations to be in mission with
their communities, we are caring for one another and extending compassion to those left most vulnerable during this challenging time.
Through the Sheltering in Love campaign and unit programming, we celebrate the far-reaching impact of 230 grants totaling $2,329,785 and commit to continued care and compassion in the fight
against COVID-19.
In Louisiana, communities hit by both Hurricanes Laura and Delta face a long recovery but are
humbled by the outpouring of support from United Methodists across the country.
Among the recipients of the UMCOR Rapid Response COVID-19 grants are some of the United
Methodist National Mission Institutions with long histories of service in their communities. Gum
Moon Residence, Red Bird Mission and Henderson Settlement extended their missions to keep
people fed, housed and connected.
Mail your donation made payable to Trinity UMC noting Giving Tuesday or give online:
http://itrinity.org/give-online/
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Christmas Offering
Can you imagine what it’s like for a child to be away from their family at Christmas?
It may be especially difficult this year with the added stress over the past several months caused by
COVID-19 and making them feel even more isolated. Imagine not having that cup of hot chocolate in
front of the family tree and reading a holiday story such as T’was The Night Before Christmas.
At the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, we care for children who have been abused,
abandoned, or neglected. And while it is better that they are out of that unsafe environment, our
children still miss that feeling of family. During this season of their life, we become their family. And
with your support, it can be a truly memorable Christmas.
Emma is one of these children. She came from an abusive home, and was very withdrawn as a result of her traumatic experiences. Emma was very antisocial, and avoided speaking to others when
she came to the Children’s Home a few months ago.
Through the support of her houseparents and therapist, Emma learned to express her feelings and
find her inner strength. In fact, she has become a bit of leader in her cottage among the younger
girls. Her confidence rose to such a level she wanted to take on the high ropes course on our Enterprise campus, and did it! She also learned that she liked participating in our Spiritual Life program.
She recently started asking questions about baptism, and is singing in choir during Sunday worship
services. Emma has come a long way in her brief time at the Children’s Home, but her story is still
being written. One thing is certain, she is definitely looking forward to Christmas!
For many children, the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home becomes the loving family that
these children so desperately need. And isn’t that what we all want… to be cared for and loved?
With your support, we can make this a truly magical Christmas for all the children we care for,
whether on our Enterprise campus, the Madison Youth Ranch, or through our community foster
care homes.
What better time than Christmas to support FUMCH? Their efforts are only possible through the
generosity of people like us.
Of course, your donations are welcome at any time of the year, but we hope you will consider a
generous gift on Christmas Eve. If you are not able to attend worship on Christmas Eve, please mail
check to Trinity and note “FUMCH” or online giving at www.iTrinity.org/on-line giving.
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COPA Project
COPA Project Reaches Milestone
When Community Partners Inc (COPA) began in 1991, no one could have imagined the impact on
two small communities in the Dominican Republic and Christians that served the project. In October
the US Board of Directors and its UK counterpart began the process of transferring leadership of
COPA to the local community in the Dominican Republic. At the same time donors in the child sponsorship program were informed that the program will end in December.

For several years we have seen a great many developments in the Dominican Republic, in La Hoya
and Bombita, and more recently the worldwide pandemic. On the positive side the Dominican government has taken more responsibility for the education of all children and has been providing all
day school instead of half day sessions (until the pandemic). Local people have completed university and returned to the villages to become leaders in the schools and the local church. COPA teachers have benefited from years of teacher training provided by COPA education advisors as well as
teaching supplies and equipment.
When the pandemic shutdowns began in March, several of our COPA staff who worked in the
schools left the DR to return to their home countries. These were the people who oversaw the student card projects and provided content for the newsletters, and took student photos. Currently it is
not feasible to hire new COPA staff because on the pandemic. The process that was already
planned from the beginning of COPA was hastened by the pandemic. Ultimately we believe God has
always planned that Dominicans chosen by Him would one day lead their community schools. . The
COPA US Board and the COPA UK Board have been working together to foster a smooth transition
of leadership of COPA to the COPA Dominican Board in the months ahead.
We celebrate what God has done to draw people to know and serve God through COPA. We are
grateful for the improvements in literacy, housing and healthcare as a result of the work of COPA
volunteers. The COPA US Board would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for your prayers and
faithful gifts to COPA. All your gifts will be used for extras that the DR government is unable to provide until all COPA funds are exhausted. Please continue to pray for the schools and families of
Bombita and La Hoya. - Carol Harris

Rummage Sale
"To be or not to be... that is the question??" As I occasionally see various
members of the congregation, they look at me and say "Well... Are we?
Are we going to have our Rummage Sale again this year?" It is such a
worthy project and so many missions and groups are helped by it! I am a
"my-glass-is-always-half-full sort of person" so here is my answer. It can't
be on our annual January weekend, but we are hoping that maybe later in
the Spring it could happen. So please keep putting aside those things in
the corner of your closet and say a little extra prayer that God will provide
a way for us to keep doing His work in that special way.
Stay safe, Evelyn Miller
PS Anyone need a wooden bookshelf?? Have I got a deal for you!
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PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will be
relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for:
Lucy Athos, Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Ruby Cook, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise Cowles, Roy
Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda Easterday,
Barb Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Margaret Henry, Brenda Lee Hickman, Gail Hoffman,
Bert Hooglander, George Hoskins, Barbara Jackson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Royce
Miller, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin, Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Ruby Ralston, Tom
Robertson, Tamara Scarr, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Joan Utter, Bill
Watson, Jonathan Willette, Marilyn Williams, Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Roger Hess who died on November 9, 2020
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Philip Hande who died on November 8, 2020

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg
Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.
If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.

All Saints Sunday

Advent Prayer
We bring you our gold
our achievements, our prosperity,
our productivity
We bring you our frankincense
our traditions, our rituals, our urging
We bring you our myrrh
our brokenness, our grave clothes, our dust
You bring us you
Priceless, Transcendent, Eternal
Humble, Present, Vulnerable
Grace greater than our every gift
By Lisa Degrenia
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On Sunday, November 1st we “Flowered the
Cross” to remember our loved ones who have
died, especially those who helped us come to
faith and grow in our faith.
We remembered these Trinity members who
have joined the church triumphant between All
Saints Sunday 2019 and All Saints Sunday
2020: Bill Baker, Barbara Bergman, Robert
Booth, Betsy Bundy, Mary Alice McIntyre, Lois
Olmstead, Robert Purser, Hal Stanton,
Carolyn Thomas

Redbird Mission and Redbird Christian School
Red Bird Mission, Inc. and Red Bird Clinic, Inc. have been providing ministries in the Appalachian
Mountains since 1921. Today the need remains critical in this isolated, rural distressed area. Chronic
poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life
for the residents of this area. Red Bird Mission and Clinic strives to meet these needs through ministry in five areas: Education, Health and Wellness, Community Outreach, Economic Opportunity, and
Community Housing Improvement.
The Education ministries are carried out through a PreK-12 school, Red Bird Christian School.
These education ministries provide the opportunity for the children and youth of this community to
get a quality education in a loving Christian environment empowering these young people with tools
that will help them escape this cycle of poverty in which they are exposed to and live in daily.
Health and Wellness ministries are provided through medical and dental clinics providing quality
health and dental care in an area that is chronically under served. In addition to in-Clinic visits, providers travel to the homes of patients to provide care to those that are home-bound.
The other three areas of ministries provide a wide variety of services to the residents of this area.
Volunteers in mission service come and help with the refurbishment of homes, low-cost clothing and
furniture is provided through the community store and local crafter’s wares are marketed to a wide
area through the craft marketing ministry. A wide variety of ministries to families, older adults, women and children, and youth make their lives fuller and help them receive the assistance they need to
make their lives a bit more livable.
Support for these ministries come from churches and individuals across the nation. Over the years
the Mission has enjoyed wide support in The United Methodist Church as well as from other denominations. In recent years there has been a decline in the support Red Bird receives. They are currently facing a financial crisis that is making it difficult to continue all the areas of ministries provided.
Without more funding today, the level of ministry provided to this community will be reduced. Recently donations were sent from Trinity Church and Trinity UMW to help Redbird Christian School
with costs associated with COVID 19. We are blessed to serve this wonderful ministry that brings
the love and hope of Christ to people in rural Kentucky.
Box Tops for Education help Red Bird Christian School
Box Tops for Education earn cash to benefit Red Bird
Christian School, a mission project Trinity has supported for many years. You may be familiar with
the Box Tops for Education with an expiration date, found on popular General Mills cereals and
other products. These can still be cut out and brought to the church office where they are collected
for mailing to Redbird School. If your Box Top doesn’t have an expiration date, don’t cut it out. Each
Box Top is worth 10 cents when redeemed, not much but quite a bit when many churches participate! Eventually these “clip and mail” Box Tops will disappear.

The new style Box Top is designed to be redeemed using a free cell phone app that is easy and fun
to use. The app will ask you to select a school. Please select Red Bird Christian School. Using the
app scan your grocery receipt and the Box Tops are automatically credited to Red Bird Christian
School’s account. You must do this within 14 days of purchase. So far this year Red Bird School
has earned over $5500 from Box Tops for Education. If you have questions please call Carol Harris
at 941-928-4828. Thank you for blessing Red Bird Christian School by redeeming Box Tops for
Education. - Carol Harris
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Staff Parish Relations Team
Trinity is blessed to have a committed and competent staff who is still working during this pandemic
to keep our Church actively alive and responsive to the needs of all of us. The Acorn has been spotlighting these individuals to give you a better idea of what is happening at Trinity. This time we are
highlighting Dwayne Diggs, our jack-of-all-trades and custodian. Dwayne grew up with a brother and
a sister in Beaufort, South Carolina but now calls Bradenton home. His Mom was a lifelong Methodist
and he and his two siblings grew up in church and in choir every Sunday.
If you watch him, you may well guess that there is some military in his background. And you would
be right! Dwayne has been both a Marine and a Navy Sailor. I asked him, “What did you do there?”
He replied “Did you see the movie thriller “The Hunt for Red October? Well, that’s what I did!” For you
veterans our there: Marine Bootcamp at Beaufort, SC, Navy at Great Lakes, “A” school at Millington,
TN (a special school requiring secret clearance),”AW” School, Navy Aircrew School at Pensacola FL
and SERE school at Brunswick ME (one intense week of what to do if captured!). Anti-sub Warfare,
Transportation Management and search and rescue activities were all a part. Ultimately type Diabetes 1 ended his military career. Now he’s part of our Trinity Team.
When asked if he liked it, his answer was “What better thing to do or better place to clean than God’s
House!” Just look around to see what has been happening. Along with the regular general upkeep,
the fellowship Hall is freshly painted, the lights upgraded, the floors deep cleaned (we need a bufferanyone have an extra?) And the outside looks great too. Lots of sanitizing to do now that in-person
services have started. His welcoming smile and friendly nature is a pleasant addition to Trinity. He
says he misses seeing the congregation but enjoys seeing all the pre-schoolers. He wishes we had
more young families here at Trinity. In his spare time, he gardens, saltwater fishes and meditates. I
am taking the liberty to speak for Trinity to say “Thank you for all you do here at our Church and God
Bless You.”
Meet Ingrid Girstlova - She grew up in a town called Martin in Slovakia surrounded by the mountains.
She doesn’t miss the cold, snow and rain but she does miss her family there. Who is that and what do it
have to do with Trinity, you ask? Ingrid Girstlova is our part time custodian who works with Dwayne
Diggs to keep our facilities clean. (Just wait until you finally get to use our deep cleaned and spotless
kitchen!) She is in charge of the playrooms which keep our children safe. But there is so much more to
her as you are about to learn…
Ingrid left Slovakia after the tempestuous demonstrations and the subsequent Revolution. She chose to
learn English in school along with Slovokian and has a working knowledge of Russian. She relocated to
Prague, for 11 years where she enrolled in training as a medical technician proficient with MRIs, CTs
and X-rays. She worked in that field for several years and would be competent to do that here in US but
our laws would require her to repeat all her training over here! Move on to 2012 and life in America.
Family life is important to Ingrid. She has an 8th eighth grader, Sebastian, enrolled (virtually) at Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences who is a part of Trinity’s Youth Group. Ingrid also has twins, 25. Natalia
won a scholarship to Towson University where she majored in International Business, the field in which
she is now working. Tomas chose to go back and live in Europe. Hank Lunsford is the catalyst who
brought Ingrid to Trinity.
Hank’s English lessons and mission work have touched so many people, Ingrid’s family being a good
example. They became acquainted when Ingrid was a volunteer at Doctor’s Hospital where Hank
worked. They have even joined in some of his Mission trips and Hank provides a steadying influence in
Tomas’ life even now. Along with custodial work here, Ingrid works at Gulf Gate Library and cleans privately for Trinity members and others. You would think she might fall into bed exhausted each night, but
no she also is a swimmer, avid biker and a marathon runner. Go Ingrid!! And next year she plans to apply for American citizenship. She says that she misses the services here and the interaction with our
members.
So, if you happen to see a tall, attractive blonde lady with an enticing accent around Trinity, just say
“Hello, how are you?” and be prepared to have a delightful conversation. I did. We thank you for all you
do here at Trinity. - Evelyn Miller
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United Methodist Women
Some info from UMW President, Sherrill Carr
On Oct 24, I attended the Southwest District UMW Annual meeting via zoom. 50+ UMW ladies from
across the Southwest District attended and enjoyed music, prayer, inspiration and receiving Unit awards.
The District President mentioned our Unit's last February Valentine event, that our inviting district officers to attend was a highlight of this year for them! She said our event was amazing. We also received
the following awards: Mission Study Achievement, Mission Today Unit, 5 star Unit, Recognition of 4
Readers in the Reading Plan, and memorial mention of Lois Olmsted and Barbara Bergman who died in
2019. The speaker was Wilson Perez from the Coalition of Immocolee Workers.
Our Executive Board met via zoom on Nov..2 and shared all information with our members in a special
UMW Newsletter sent out on Nov. 13.
I am encouraging zooming knowing it is a challenge for many of our UMW members. But I am willing
to help those that do want to learn on their laptop, iPad or smart phone, by having a small gathering
(socially distanced) in Haley and see this wonderful technology. Always, Sherrill

November is World Thank Offering Month:

In a year filled with doubt and uncertainty, let us remember ALL that we have to be thankful for. I invite
all UMW members to join me in giving a spontaneous gift of gratitude to the World Thank Offering.
This is an annual extra mile giving that UMW takes every year in our November Meetings. This year, with
the ravaging effects of a worldwide pandemic and its economic impact touching every corner of creation,
giving to World Thank Offering is more important than ever.
For more than 135 years UMWomen have given to the World Thank Offering. When we share our gifts
and they are combined with the gifts of others, our contributions make possible the support of National
Mission Institutions and International projects and partners to meet the physical and social needs of women, children and youth. To see where these missions are, the March/April 2020 issue of Response Magazine has the mission maps or go online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/maps/mission-maps
This year's theme is “The Give and Take of Gratitude” and the objective is to understand how our
gratitude to God can knit us together in community to share grace to the world through this offering.
UMW Members (and anyone else who wants to) please prayerfully decide what you are able to give
and send your World Thank Offering to UMW Unit Treasurer Nancy Masterson at 2505 Regatta Drive,
Sarasota, Fla 34231. Or you can put your donation in her mail slot in the church office. Make checks out
to “Trinity UMW” and memo for WTO. Please submit your offering by Dec. 1. Last year our Unit collected
$500 for this special offering! The entire amount collected goes to support the institutions and projects
mentioned above. Thankful Living = Grateful Giving. Thank you for your generosity!

Membership News: Joy Voyles, Unit Membership Coordinator

Our membership remains at 63. Hannah Circle 23, Persis Circle 7, Ruth Circle 24, & Members at Large
9. Every woman in the church is welcome to join UMW. Contact Joy at 926-2517 or Sherrill at 9661209 for membership information.
Stay connected: Sherrill recently visited with 5 UMW ladies at Sunnyside outside under a beautiful
shade tree. Nov. 10th 8 Ruth Circle members gathered safely in Haley Hall. Nov. 23, Hannah Circle and
At Large members met outside in the picnic area at Trinity. Other members are having driveway visits,
meeting at parks, etc! Get creative ladies and connect with each other!

Decorating for Christmas:

The last few years, UMW has decorated Haley for the Holidays and will do so on Nov. 30.

Christmas Stocking Project:

Thank you to members who sent some $$ or made felt stockings for Dee Webber, coordinator for this
outreach to children. Our Unit has filled 100 stockings and delivered them to Dee. She will add to her hundreds that are given out to children in our community for Christmas. Thanks to the UMW Unit for paying
for the candy to fill the stockings, and to Diane Ladney, Lisa Hatfield, Goldie Reed, Jan Robertson and
Sherrill Carr for making, preparing, and delivering them to Dee on Nov. 13.

Operation Christmas Child:

Thanks to the Persis Circle, this outreach continued and completed on Nov. 6 Through Samaritan's
Purse, we will “build our boxes” online. Persis took care of everything. Although we will be filling fewer
boxes than usual, we still made a difference in children's lives.
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Continued on page 13

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to all who participated in the “online”
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes.
Due to the generous giving of so many, we
were able to donate 70 gift-filled boxes to the
Operation Christmas Child. Many smiles will be
shining in many different places around the
world this blessed Christmas season. - Pam

UMWomen News
Continued from page 12
Missions News: UMWomen: Faith, Hope and Love in Action!

Support Redbird Christian School by using the app on your phone to scan your grocery receipt so they
receive 10 cents on each General Mills box top. Contact Carol Harris if you need assistance getting it
set up, or she will gladly receive your receipts and do the scan for you!!! See Carol Harris’ article on
page 9.
All COPA sponsors received a letter explaining the ending of yearly sponsorships and a personal note
of thanks from Carol! We are looking for another way we can be in mission to children like we have with
COPA over the past 30 years. If you have suggestions, let Carol know.
Fill the Table Drive Thru: The team that organizes each month's event (Brenda Moore, Carol Harris,
Evelyn Miller, Sherrill Carr, Pastor Lisa and Karen Remfrey) thank you for your help either by volunteering or donating!!! The next event is Dec.19. Volunteers always needed. Brenda Moore says that volunteering at this monthly event is a most rewarding experience. Call her at 770-906-2466 to volunteer.
New large signs have gone up on our campus to encourage people in the community to join us by
donating food, money, and/or items at our drive through. Maybe take a flyer yourself and invite a neighbor to join in. We partner with Church of the Palms Food Bank and Remnant Cafe outreach to the
Homeless.
The Florida Conference's goal is for 100,000 United Methodists throughout Florida to help provide 3
million meals July 2020- June 2021. Trinity's so far has collected food and money to provide 3,494
meals !! We are making a difference! Visit www.fillthetableflorida.org for interesting information about
this!
Brenda Moore and Nancy Masterson are coordinating Christmas gifts for Pines Nursing Home residents. Margot Stanton started this outreach years ago and UMW is pleased to continue her vision – to
provide Christmas gifts for those at the Pines who have no family to provide a bit of Christmas for them.
Thank you to 13 UMW ladies who volunteered to shop for a resident.

UMW will have “A Christmas Visit in the Garden” Save the Date Sat. December 12:

All members are invited to gather at 1 pm that day in Trinity's Garden of Hope. Please contact Sherrill
for all the details and to RSVP. This will be a lovely time to celebrate the holidays together! There will be
some surprise visitors joining us and a special gift for all!! Thanks to the team who has a wonderful event
planned: Joy Voyles, Ruby Cook, Lisa Hatfield, Jan Robertson, Evelyn Miller, Nancy Masterson, Sandy
Thayer, Pam Rader, and Sherrill Carr.
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Outdoor Centering Prayer Group
“Inhabit the Gardens” Centering Prayer Groups
“Here am I, let it be with me according to your
word.” Luke 1:38
This was Mary’s response to the message of Gabriel. Our hope is to mirror this intention as we
“consent to the presence and action of God” in the
shared silence of Centering Prayer.
Given the change of seasons we have adjusted
our time of meeting on Friday mornings, 8:30 to
9:30 AM. Beginners are always welcome to the
circle. Please remember to bring your own chair
and wear a mask.
We are grateful to be meeting in the beautifully
named Garden of Hope. Centering Prayer is a
Christian method of praying in silence. After our
time of silence, we have a time of Lectio, reading
scripture while listening from the heart. During Advent and Christmas, we will use the passages
suggested for our congregation
On Sunday November 15 we convened a second weekly “Inhabit the Garden” Centering Prayer
Group. This new group meets weekly from 4:00 to 5:00 PM on Sundays in the Memorial Garden
behind the Community Center in The Meadows Community, 2004 Longmeadow, Sarasota
34235. The Lectio following our time of Centering has a slightly different format including a contemplative walk beside a neighborhood pond. Just like Friday’s group we each bring our own chair and
mask out of love for one another.
Stephen and Christine Hoffman would love to respond to any of your questions. Call/Text 941-7737008 or Stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net.

Finance Team
Fresh Start Faith Pledge Campaign
It’s not too late to make your 2021 Faith Pledge. This
information helps the Finance Team put together a
budget for the new year.
To date: 60 families have pledge for a total of $238,946

13



15 families increased their 2020 pledge



8 families decreased their 2020 pledge



34 remained the same



3 new pledges were received

Living Compassion SRQ
Living Compassion SRQ.
Be sure to like and follow
this page!
Living Compassion SRQ is
a fresh expression to reach
our Sarasota community in
new places and new ways.
Our goal is to change our community for the
better through compassionate conversation,
awareness, and good works.

Birthday Card Showers
I think we all remember Donalee Hess who
has moved to Bryan, Ohio. Donalee will be
celebrating her 95th birthday on December 18,
2020. I spoke with her daughter, Cindy, and
suggested a Card Shower. Donalee has
memory problems and probably will not
recognize our names, but Cindy says that
she loves to get mail, even "junk" mail, and
that this would really make her happy! She
lives in Memory Care at:
Fountain Park
1391 North Main Street
Bryan, Ohio 43506
We would appreciate it if you would send her a
special wish for her 95th birthday in December!
Any questions, please contact Barbara Hunt.

From the UMW:
our grand Dame, Jerry Countryman-Marshall
will be 103 on December 15!! Let's card
shower these two ladies. Although Donalee
Hess no longer recognizes friends and family,
she does delight in receiving cards. Jerry
Marshall loves getting cards and is still in her
own home at 2246 Hawthorne Street,
Sarasota, Fla 34239.

December Birthdays
Greydon Wilhelm 12/1
Janet Wyatt 12/1
Dakota Alexander 12/3
Turner Means 12/4
Debbie Utter 12/5
Sherman Campbell 12/6
Sam Caudle
12/6
Joy Jones 12/8
Jared Anthofer
12/9
Scott Hunt 12/9
Linda Lopez 12/9
Joan Utter 12/9
Beatty Shipley 12/10
Jen Biddle 12/12
Tony Cajka 12/12
Jerry Countryman-Marshall 12/15
Renee Pagan 12/16
Rhonda Puhaly 12/16
Marlane Stidham 12/16
Rick Ramirez 12/16
Carol Harris 12/18
Donalee Hess 12/18
Carole Pearson 12/18
J.D. Ellsworth 12/23
Emory Pike 12/23
Karen Remfrey 12/23
Carol Swart 12/25
Richard Ladny 12/26
Ken Smith 12/28
George Cook 12/30
Basil Dubrosky 12/30
Charlotte Bryner 12/31
Lynn Dubrosky 12/31

December Anniversaries
Brad & Audrey Pritchett 12/11
Troy & Colleen Logan 12/13
James & Solita Tay 12/21
Mark & Margie Aukland 12/25
Steve & Marsha Mayers 12/28
Owen & Pat Woodyard 12/29
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Thanking God for Always Having Something for which to be Grateful
THIS SEASON...
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was
the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was
the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”
Most everyone can recognize the above often quoted
passage as the opening paragraph of one of the most iconic works of English literature that was written by
Charles Dickens from his Tale of Two Cities.
That same paragraph became a standing work of its own due to the artistic stringing together of paradoxical phrases. What's more, is the intriguing realization that this passage has a timeless relevance.
It could probably be dropped down into almost any point in human history and still be relevant.... Even
today!
Perhaps the key to unlocking this passage is simply the choice of perspective. You could take a room full
of people from all extremes of political stripes and after having them read this, they would all likely align
their philosophical opinions and outlooks as the protagonist in this passage. From this point, this could go
into a lengthy deep discussion of social/group dynamics and mob psychology which I totally don't wish to
get into here!
I'd much rather take a step back to take a broader perspective and a step up to take in an enlightened
possibility of a completely new point of view.
And that is..... To find, see and ponder God's Hand in all things, including world occurrences at all levels,
and be thankful and grateful that He is in control!!
This, then, gives me the freedom to be even more grateful for the seemingly mundane minutia that is
experienced moment to moment in life.
Despite the constant barrage of negative news, perchance that maybe we could cut out a sliver of peace
just by identifying people & things to be grateful for!
Wife & I are grateful for friends who are genuinely concerned regarding our venturing forth into the district
schools to service students, children and families as public school teachers by keeping us in their prayers
during these unprecedented times. We dare not take that for granted!!
Grateful for a Church Body of Believers along with a Pastor's creative leadership which continues to find
creative ways to render ministry despite fears.
Grateful for barely extant music ministries such as our Chime Time Team and Chancel Choir willing to
make a go at some form of presentations this Advent Season!

I'm especially grateful for those individuals who have come alongside the traditional music ministry to
enhance the special music fund.
This has been used, in part, to provide nominal honorariums to professionally and formally trained
calists who have enhanced our worship services of recent.

vo-

These performing artists would normally be appearing on stage somewhere in the artistic arena of
Sarasota, but now are also grateful to have the opportunity to raise their voices in God's House! No one
knows how long this current reality will continue. Nevertheless, isn't it wonderful to watch how God is
making a way for His Church despite it all??
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LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO, Organist / Music director

December Worship
Here Am I
Messages on the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38)
December 6
2nd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at Both Services
Risking Connection
(Luke 1:26-38)
December 13
3rd Sunday of Advent
The Cost of Revelation
(Luke 1:26-38)
December 20
4th Sunday of Advent
Impossible Made Possible
(Luke 1:26-38)
December 24
Christmas Eve 5 PM Service in the Garden of Hope
45 minute service where you choose the beloved carols we’ll sing
Plus candle lighting and the Christmas story
Music by XClaim Praise Band and LaTerry Butler
Bring a chair
Wear a mask and dress warmly
Song sheets and candles will be provided
You’re also welcome to bring your own candles
There will be no Holy Communion at this service this year
The service will also be livestreamed on the Trinity Facebook Page
December 25
Christmas Day 10 AM Service in the Garden of Hope
45 minute service where you choose the beloved carols we’ll sing
Plus Holy Communion and the Christmas story
Bring a chair
Wear a mask and dress warmly
Song sheets and communion elements will be provided.
You’re also welcome to bring your own communion elements.
The service will also be livestreamed on the Trinity Facebook Page
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Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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