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Come, Thou Fount of every blessing tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love 
~ Robert Robertson (1758) 
  
The next line of this powerful hymn of praise is, “Here I raise mine Ebenezer. Hither by thy 
help I’m come.” Who or what is an Ebenezer? Is Robertson talking about Ebenezer 
Scrooge being raised from a dead-hearted miser to fully alive with generosity? No, though 
that’s an interesting connection. 
  
Robertson is referring to 1 Samuel 7, where the prophet Samuel raises a huge stone as a 
memorial to God’s provision and defending against strong enemies. Ebenezer literally 
means “stone of help.”  When the people looked at the memorial, they would remember the 
truth of God’s redeeming love and action. This reminder encouraged them in their current 
trouble to continue to place their trust in God to provide and save. 
  
In this season of so much trouble, we still need Ebenezers. The good news is, we still have 
them. We have testimonies and tangible reminders of God’s provision, defending, and 
steadfast redeeming love. 
  
We see it in each other every time we gather in-person or online for worship 
  
We see it in each other every time we gather to serve our neighbors through Fill the Table. 
  
We see it in each other every time we deliver a meal or flowers, make a visit or a call or   
invitation. 
  
We are the Ebenezer. As 1 Peter 2:5 says, “Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.” We are the Ebenezer because Christ is the Cornerstone. 
  
This Thanksgiving season, remember who you are- living memorials to God’s infinite 
stream of mercy. Tune your hearts to this truth. Shout and sing praise to God’s steadfast 
redeeming love. Raise your song. Raise your testimony. Raise your Ebenezer. 
  
Happy Thanksgiving dear ones-   Lisa <>< 
  
 

Day light saving time ends 

2 am SUNDAY, November 1st 

SET CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR  
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Trinity Sarasota November Worship 

 
Join us Sundays at 9:00am or 10:30am for In-Person Worship or Live-streaming Worship on         
Facebook.   Share this with friends and family.   
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/ 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg 
  

November 1- All Saints Day    
Message: Before the Throne (Rev. 7:9-17) 
  
All Saints Day remembrance at Both Services 
Flower the cross before, during, or after worship 
The cross will be located in our Garden of Hope 
Red carnations will be provided for the cross. A chalkboard will be provided for the names of those 
you’re remembering. 
  
Holy Communion at Both Services, too! 
If worshipping online, have your bread/cracker and wine/juice ready at home 
If worshipping in person, bring your own bread/cracker and wine/juice or use what we provide 
  

November 8 
Message: Accept the Gift of My Love (John 4:7-16) 
  

November 15 
Message: Grasping, Releasing, Receiving (Matthew 21:33-46) 
  

November 22- Thanksgiving Sunday 
Message: The Outrageous Generosity of God (Matthew 20:1-16) 
Due to the pandemic, we will have our usual 9 AM and 10:30 in-person and online worship services. 
No combined unity service. No meal following worship.   
  

November 29- First Sunday of Advent 
If you or your household would like to light the Advent Wreath any Sunday leading up to Christmas, 
please contact the church office. 
 

The Garden Has a Name!  

Winner... Garden of Hope 

Be sure to stop by to see the new bench 
sponsored by the UMW and some new 
bricks. 

If you’re interested in sponsoring a bench 
or a brick: 

 https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/
trinityumc  

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityumc
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/trinityumc
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Conference Yearlong Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 
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United Methodist Connectional Giving  

Since infancy, Rev. Israel Painit has been 
known as a “miracle baby.” 
  
Born to an impoverished home in the Philip-
pines, he was thrown overboard in a family raft 
accident that killed his brother and grandmother. 
Thirty minutes after capsizing, the child’s mother 
managed to locate and pull him from the riv-
er. “If you can save him, it would be a mira-
cle,” she shouted, handing the lifeless body of 
her infant to people on shore. 
  
Against all odds 
The child—who by all accounts should have 
died—was revived without injury. In gratitude for 
God’s miraculous intervention, his parents 
named him “Israel.” At the age of 16, he dis-
cerned a call to ministry and, after theological 
training, went on to serve as a United Methodist 
pastor in the Philippines. 
  
God is still leading 
After 25 years of serving in the Philippines, 
three United Methodist missionaries were de-
tained by the Philippine government for investi-
gating alleged human rights abuses. Painit was 
deeply moved by the detainees’ willingness to 
risk their lives to support justice in the Philip-
pines. Because of the poverty and political hard-
ships in his own country, Painit had never antici-
pated serving God anywhere else. “But God has 
a way of calling people to be his hands and feet 
in places where we are needed most,” he says. 
Soon after, he accepted a call to serve in anoth-
er Asian country—one with greater poverty and 
a culture less hospitable to Christianity. 
  
In these tumultuous times, testimonies like this 
bolster our faith in God’s grace. Even in the 
midst of a global pandemic, the Holy Spirit con-
tinues to move and breathe hope and courage 
into our lives. 
  
From infancy on, Rev. Painit’s life has been 
marked by God for service. Your offerings make 
it possible for us to meet our connectional giving 
(apportionments) commitments. Connectional 
giving supports United Methodist missionaries 
like Rev. Israel Painit. 
  
May you and he continue embodying the love of 
God in the world. 

  
  

Fill the Table Praise Report 
  37 - Total number of volunteers who 

worked at least one event, many worked 
more! 

 $5,424 - Total amount donated as of 
10/18/2020. This equals 2,717 meals 

  938 -   Total weight of food donated as of 
10/18/20 This equals 782 meals 

 
 TOTAL MEALS so far 3,494  
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Music Ministry  

IN SPITE OF THE TIMES, CHRISTMAS BELLS CAN STILL BE JOYFUL.... 
 
During the last article submitted to the newsletter by this writer, I took the occasion to meticulously 
recount the challenge of finding a way to continue the very act of singing in a worship service in the 
midst of an ever re-defining pandemic.  God's wisdom provided a way to do that through the utiliza-
tion and placement of singularly voiced "Song-Leaders" with whom everyone could sing through, vi-
cariously.  Although this approach has its challenges, we are immensely indebted to those giving  
individuals who have stepped forward to serve in the role of "Song-Leader" during this period of 
"Streaming-on-line-Worship"!  It is about the closest music presentation approach we could under-
take in the Traditional/Blended/Gospel styled worship service and still keep everyone safe. 
 
As a long time member of the American Guild of Organists, I recently participated in the regional 
chapter "ZOOM" meeting with colleagues who, like myself, fill some capacity of organist/choir-
director/keyboardist in the institution of Worship with which they're associated.  Over a dozen of 
skilled and knowledgeable church musicians crossing multiple denominations from Anglican to      
Lutheran, to Presbyterian, to United Methodist and who enjoy a mutual respect built upon years of 
camaraderie, took up the topic of "Singing in Church" during a pandemic.  It was quite intriguing to 
listen to some of the solutions that are being tried. 
 
Without naming churches, the approaches went from going totally on-line with up-to-date tech equip-
ment and not setting an exact date for "live" worship services to a church where about half of the 
congregation has returned along with some of the choir.  Without sounding judgmental, I commented 
that their approach has one of the furthest efforts to return to normal that I've heard, and what would 
have to happen in order for them to retreat from that point. The response was... If and when some-
one gets sick from Covid 19, then we will back away!  Such are the times we are now alive. 
 
One item that everyone agreed with is that Hand-Bell and Hand-Chime groups are safe as long as 
distance ringing is practiced. 

 
Therefore, please consider this an open invitation to 
anyone who might be / may be interested in  doing 
a minimum number of rehearsals during the first 
part of the month of December so that there could 
possibly be some reference to normalcy during the 
upcoming Christmas Season with a CHIME-TIME 
group presentation.  
 

Please be free to contact me through email at: LaTerry@iTrinity.org   or... Leave a voice-mail mes-
sage at the church office at 924-7756 
 
It won't happen until someone makes it happen!!  LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO  

It’s Fall already and that’s one thing the pandemic cannot stop, postpone, or cancel.  I still miss the 
colorful trees of Falls past up north! 
 
In-person worship has begun!  The Trustees and other faithful workers pitched in to prepare for these 
services.  Thank you to all those who put great thought and effort into making sure all the areas of 
use on campus would be safe and comfortable for attendees and facilitators.  As time goes on, hope-
fully we will move toward a more recognizable normalcy.     
 
Some of you may have taken notice of our enlarged and improved sound/lighting booth.  This is still 
a work in progress as is the sanctuary lighting.  Please bear with us as we address various technical 
issues with the lighting. 
 
 Continue on page 13 

Board of Trustees 

mailto:LaTerry@iTrinity.org


 

6 

Caution: Spam Emails       

Spam emails are sometimes hard to identify and 

can appear to originate from someone you 

know. In order to prevent accidentally down-

loading a computer virus or compromising your 

personal data, please don’t open emails from 

unknown senders.  

 

Spam emails may appear to be from a familiar 

contact, but the email address is not legitimate. 

Check the email address, rather than just look-

ing at the sender’s name. Sender names can be 

easily changed or faked. Additionally, spam 

emails sometimes include images to make them 

look more convincing. Again, double check the 

email address!  

Therefore, it is extremely important that you re-
main diligent at all times when reading and act-
ing upon (I.e. Clicking on links, opening attach-
ments, or responding to) any email.  

 Carefully inspect every email. 

 NEVER act upon an email without first care-

fully examining it to ensure, to the best of 

your ability, that the email is legitimate and 

is meant for you.    

 Verify attachments or links before clicking. 

 If you can answer ‘yes’ to ALL of the follow-

ing questions then the email is probably 

safe: 

 

1. Do you know the person or organization 

sending you the email?  

2. Was the email addressed to you or a 

group of which you are a member? 

3. Did you examine every link in the email by 

hovering your mouse over the link to see 

where the link is really taking you to? 

4. Does the link destination make sense? 

5. Does it make sense that you would be re-

ceiving this information from this person or 

organization? 

6. Is the spelling & grammar in the email cor-

rect? 

7. Do I feel safe clicking or responding?  (i.e. 

The content of the email is not threatening 

or putting pressure on me to respond.) 

Congratulations and Praise the Lord!  
After years and years of work... 
 
Kelsey Anthofer passed the Florida Bar    
Exam.  
 
Amy Towery has become the 115th ACFRE 
in the world, Advanced Certified Fundraising 
Executive.   

A prayer as I put on my mask: 
 
Creator, 
as I prepare to go into the world, 
help me to see the sacrament 
in the wearing of this cloth— 
let it be "an outward sign 
of an inward grace"— 
a tangible and visible way of living 
love for my neighbors, 
as I love myself. 
 
Christ, 
since my lips will be covered, 
uncover my heart, 
that people would see my smile 
in the crinkles around my eyes. 
Since my voice may be muffled, 
help me to speak clearly, 
not only with my words, 
but with my actions. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
As the elastic touches my ears, 
remind me to listen carefully— 
and full of care— 
to all those I meet. 
May this simple piece of cloth be 
shield and banner, 
and each breath that it holds, 
be filled with your love. 
In your Name and 
in that love, 
I pray. 
Amen 
— Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, Moderator of the 
United Church of Canada 
 

Praise Reports 
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Trinity Preschool 

Panera Fundraiser  

Thursday, November 12th, 4 pm - 8 pm 

at Panera Bread 

5864 Bee Ridge Road 

 

Bring this flyer with you or show an        
electronic version to the cashier when    
you place your order. Panera will donate    
a portion of the proceeds from your        
purchase. 

If you order online, use code PRFUND 

 

 

Thanksgiving is a uniquely  American holiday.     

No other nation designates a special day to give thanks.   

Over recent decades there has been a deliberate effort to erode America's faith focus and recognition of 
God.  

As believers knowing the one true living God and recognizing His son, Jesus, as Redeemer,  it is ever 
more important for us as a church to be visible believers  in word and deed.      

We give thanks every day. Let us not lose this opportunity  in times of pandemic, economic struggle, 
social unrest and political fighting to stand as examples of God's grace.  

Give of your time. Give of your talents. Give of your monies. Give to Trinity in all three ways for we can 
do what one alone cannot. Share  the good news of the risen Christ in Thanksgiving.  

We are Americans and believers.  

Happy Thanksgiving. Carroll Hatfield.  

Stewardship & Generosity  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjc3_qmzLfQAhXFQSYKHcasAToQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.matthaeusgemeinde-darmstadt.de%2F%3Fpage_id%3D317&psig=AFQjCNEwouXn7aPH2S5BME0cfluc7DjhQQ&ust=147974024610698
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PRAYERS….           

P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any  special prayer request. Your request will be 
relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 

Please lift extra prayers for:   

Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Sherrill Carr, Ruby Cook, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise Cowles, 

Roy Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda 

Easterday, Barb Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Margaret Henry, Brenda Lee Hickman,  

Gail Hoffman, Bert Hooglander, Barbara Jackson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde,  Royce Miller, 

Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin, Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Ruby Ralston, Tom 

Robertson, Tamara Scarr, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Joan Utter, Bill 

Watson, Jonathan Willette, Marilyn Williams, Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard. 
 

Our prayers are with  the family and friends of Mary Alice McIntyre who died on October 10, 2020 

Our prayers are with Jan Boardman and family on the death of John Boardman on October 17, 2020 

Our prayers are with Barbara Smith & family on the death of her son, Butch, on September 24, 2020. 

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan 
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg 
Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.  

If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin. 

 

 
Bible Study Opportunities      

The Discipleship small group has resumed 
meetings on Wednesday at 11:00am. We meet 
in Haley Hall where we will wear masks, socially 
distance and enjoy learning more about God’s 
word and how to be a disciple in today’s world. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  
With Bishop Carter 

Wednesdays, September 9 – November 25 
Studying Matthew 18 - 28 

6 PM on the FLUMC Bible Study  
Facebook Page 

  
To join the Facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flumcbiblestudy 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/flumcbiblestudy
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Why we feel we have nothing to offer:  
how our good intentions and deeds can destroy us 

By Rich Villodas http://www.richvillodas.com/  
 
In his classic autobiography The Seven Storey Mountain, Thomas Merton recounted an experience 
he had with a simple yet mysterious Hindu man who lived a monastic life. In his conversation with 
the man, known as Brahm-achari, they discussed the effect of Christian missionaries in parts of 
South Asia. Brahmachari noted that Christian missionaries had minimal impact in that part of 
the world for many reasons. Chiefly, they weren’t holy enough. 
 
As Merton reflected on this significant conversation, he concluded that “the Hindus are not looking 
for us to send them men who will build schools and hospitals, although those things are good and 
useful in themselves—and perhaps very badly needed in India: they want to know if we have any 
saints to send them.” 
 

“What matters more is the quality of lives out of which the work flows.” 
 

As I read that line, I was reminded that any talk of being engaged in the world must begin not 
with activity but with a life in God. The Hindus in this story were looking for people who could 
model a different way of being in the world. It’s not that the work projects don’t matter. We need 
them. 
 
What matters more is the quality of lives out of which the work flows. Our lives are to be joined 
with God in love, in contemplation, in surrender, in obedience, and out of that, in loving service and 
mission to the world. Over the course of our three decades, our church has sought to regular-
ly wrestle with the tension between monastery and mission. 
 
We are not called to remain within cloistered walls, giving ourselves to prayer apart from social en-
gagement with the world. Nor are we called to perpetually and indiscriminately be consumed with 
being active in the world. We are called to hold this dynamic tension before God. 
Why? Very simply, unless we do so, we have nothing to offer the world. 
 
Do we have any saints to send? 
There is a way of responding to the needs of the world in such a way that leads to fatigue and   
burnout. We try to give what we don’t possess, and every time we attempt this, we put ourselves in 
danger. 
 
Is there a way to actively respond to the injustice, poverty, and pain that people ex-perience without 
being destroyed by our good intentions and deeds? I think we can. But a shift is required.  The deep-
ly formed mission is fundamentally about becoming a particular person and offering that to 
the world. 
 
This kind of mission is not just about activity; it’s about being Christ for another. 
 

“Deeply formed mission is first about who we are becoming before what we are doing.” 
 

Anyone who belongs to Jesus is indwelled by His Spirit. This indwelling life is not simply for the pur-
pose of private, mystical experiences; it’s also for the purpose of being shared with the world around 
us. 
 
Some of you reading this are already tuning me out. Perhaps you look at your life and think, I can 
never be Jesus—I can’t even find my Bible; my prayer life is so inconsistent; I have too many sins 
that need forgiving; I just became a Christian, so how can I be Jesus for another? or I don’t feel 
close to God. 
 
Continued on page 10 
 

http://www.richvillodas.com/
https://amzn.to/36Vd8Az
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Why we feel we have nothing to offer:  

Deeply formed mission is first about who we are becoming before what we are doing. Our 
most effective strategy in reaching a world for Christ is grounded in the kind of people we are be-
ing formed into. 
 
The quality of our presence is our mission. And the good news is that Jesus doesn’t wait for us 
to be perfect before inviting us into mission. 
 
On the contrary, being “perfect” disqualifies us from partnering with Jesus in mission. When you 
read the Bible, you’ll see again and again that God doesn’t call perfect people. 
 
I recall a humorous line from Homer Simpson. Upon reading the Bible, he says, “Everybody’s a 
sinner . . . except for this one guy.” He, of course, has Jesus in mind. 
 
Deeply formed mission is first about who we are becoming before what we are doing. 
God is in the business of calling broken, fearful, hot-headed, inconsistent, pessimistic, 
doubting people like you and me. That’s what makes the gospel good news. Just look at   
Jesus’s first disciples. 
 
As Jesus was arrested and crucified, His disciples de-serted Him. He was left alone to suffer and 
die. After His death, burial, and resurrection, the disciples locked themselves in a room for fear that 
they would be next to die. These disciples had failed Jesus. They’d dropped out. 
 
Who would want these people on their team? The answer is no one except Jesus.  
Jesus went back to His failed disciples and instead of bringing up their mistakes, He sent them on 
a mission. After coming face to face with His friends, He said, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And after He said this, “he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:21–22). 
 
This is the good news of the gospel. 
 
Even when you make mistakes, don’t perform, and can’t get your act together, Jesus comes to you 
and says, “I want you. I’m calling you, and I’m sending you.” 
 
Jesus knows your problems, your addictions, your hang-ups, and your failures, and in spite 
of that, you are invited into His mission. 
 

 
 
Rich Villodas is the Brooklyn-born lead pastor of New Life Fellowship, a 
large, multiracial church with more than seventy-five countries repre-
sented in Elmhurst, Queens. He is also a key speaker for Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship—a movement that has touched hundreds of thou-
sands of people. 

Continued from page 9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A21%E2%80%9322&version=NIV
http://www.richvillodas.com/
https://newlife.nyc/
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Why I give': United Methodists speak out 

By  Crystal Caviness  UMC.org 

Even during a pandemic, when many face financial struggles, United Methodist churches rely on 
the generosity of their members. These United Methodists share why they give. 

"I give because it is a privilege to answer God's call to support the unmet 
needs of others and transform the lives of homeless families through Family 
Promise. I give because I believe in being a part of the collective good and 
understand the importance of supporting my neighbors and community." —
 Kim Lewis, First United Methodist Church, Billings, Montana, Mountain Sky 
Conference 

 

"Because our church not only ministers to the needs of our congregation of 
all ages from infancy to the very mature, it exemplifies Matthew 25:35-36. 
'For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'" —
 Jack Layfield, Trinity United Methodist Church, Opelika, Alabama, Alabama-
West Florida Conference 

 

 

"I give to my church, because not only does God ask us to support finan-
cially the work He does in reaching out to and meeting the needs of others 
in and through our faith communities, but it shows a trust in His provision 
on our part, especially if we give with a cheerful heart as Paul encouraged 
us to do in 2 Corinthians 9:7."— Denise Dix, Donelson Heights United 
Methodist Church, Nashville, Tennessee, Tennessee Conference 

 

"I give to my United Methodist Church because everything I have belongs 
first and foremost to God and because I owe everything that I am, both spir-
itually and personally, to my church. We are but stewards of God's gifts, and 
I feel that it is my duty to give in thanks for the abundance which I have re-
ceived." — Dylan Mulligan, Glennville United Methodist Church, Glennville, 
Georgia, South Georgia Conference  

 

 

"I give to my United Methodist church because being a wife, mother, and 
working a full-time job doesn’t always allow me to go and do all the things, but 
through donations I am able to help my church be the hands and feet of God, 
which is so important right now, and always." — Morgan Hennis Shaw, Sedge 
Garden United Methodist Church, Kernersville, North Carolina, Western North 
Carolina Conference 

 

https://www.familypromiseyv.org/
https://www.familypromiseyv.org/


 

12 

United Methodist Women 

UMW News 

UMW Reading Program: Evelyn Miller Unit Reading Coordinator 

   We have UMW Book delivery!!.  The blue bookcase in Haley has many good books.  Not just for 
UMW ladies...everyone welcome to check out and read!  Evelyn is even willing to deliver a book or 
two to you if you just call her. (377-1398). 
   News flash! Sara Kane has now read (via audio books) 146 books since January!!!  Awesome 
Sara!! 
   Sept/Oct issue of Response Magazine has a great article about Redbird Mission.  Now that church 
is open, stop by and pick up it to read! 
 
UMW Board and Circle News: 
    The UMW Executive Board met in October and approved $100 to Red Bird Mission and $25 for 1 
box for the Operation Christmas Child project.  All present Board members have agreed to remain in 
their offices until June 2021, to help our Unit get through the transition to a new normal over these 
next months. Special thanks to each of them! 
   A few from both Ruth and Hannah Circles visited via zoom this month and continue to look for 
ways to stay connected.  Our President has written a UMW newsletter monthly since June to keep 
members up to date with reports, devotion and info about some our UMW sisters.  This is one way 
we are staying connected and up to date with what our Unit is doing.     
   The Executive Board will meet again Nov. 2 via zoom and Circle leaders are still deciding when 
they will resume circle meetings in-person. We are still hopeful we can at least end 2020 with our 
planned Unit Christmas party on Saturday Dec. 5th. A Planning team has been formed to talk about 
that possibility and once a decision is made, we will let all members know.   
 
Part of the October Devotion given by Lisa Hatfield, UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
    There is surely no better time for Christians to stand tall, lift our voices together in prayer and set 
the example of hope by showing the light of love through Jesus Christ.  This is the time we need to 
pray for our missionaries teaching that the Lord is our hope and light in a world full of darkness.  We 
need to put on our armor of Christ and let our lights shine even on the days when it is difficult – espe-
cially on those days.  Our joy is in our Lord, and He brings hope and light in a hurting world.  We 
need to persevere, pray, and move forward allowing our lights to lead the way. 
 
UMW Membership News: Joy Voyles, UMW Membership Coordinator 
     Since our Sept. board meeting we have lost 5 members.  None due to the Covid-19, but loss by 
any means leaves a void in our flock. Let us lift prayers for all:  Two members by death  (Betsy Bun-
dy & Maryalice McIntyre), and 3 members withdrew due to moving or attending elsewhere. So now 
our total UMW membership is presently 63.. 
 

United Methodist Women: Faith, Hope and Love in Action 
 

Christmas Stockings Project:    
    Last December, we prepared and donated 100 candy stuffed Christmas Stockings towards the 
hundreds that Dee Webber and others make for her outreach to children in our community.     
 
    Once again this year our Unit will donate 100 filled stockings. The church mission committee also 
donated $100 to Dee to use for supplies for this project.   Dee has lost help from several other 
churches due to the pandemic and is trying hard on her own to make at least the 800 stockings for 
the Booker Elementary School where the Sarasota Police hand them out to the children. 
 
    If you would like to sew felt stockings, connect with her for details by emailing her at                
webber.Dee@gmail.com. If you wish to make a $$ donation to Dee for her to buy candy/supplies, 
send a check directly to her at Dee Webber, 4933 Rutland Gate, Sarasota, Fla 34235.  Thank you so 
much to Janice Paul, Lisa Hatfield and Diane Ladny who are sewing felt stockings and to Jan Rob-
ertson and Goldie Reed for helping Sherrill stuff 100 of them by mid November. 

Continued on page 13 
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Operation Christmas Child 

The  UMW Persis Circle is planning to continue the Op-
eration Christmas Child mission project  in 
2020.  Due to all the circumstances, we are going fully 
online with this mission!  Through Samaritan's Purse 
and their website, we are able to "build our boxes" 
online.  Physical boxes will not be given out, no shop-
ping required!! 
 

To "build a box", the cost is $25 per box, no extra fees!  If you would like to help us with this mission, 
you can send in your donation to the church via mail or online giving.  Please make checks out to 
Trinity United Methodist Church and specify "OCC" or with online giving please check the box for 
OCC. We will do the rest! 
 
Collections for these funds will begin at the beginning of October through November 6, 2020.    
Any funds received after November 6 will be deposited into the Operation Christmas Child account 
through the church to be used for a box in 2021. 
 
We look forward to your help in making children around the world smile in 2020! 
 

Pam Rader, Persis Circle Board Representative 

United Methodist Women  

Continued from page 12 
 
Fall UMW's Outreach project: Appreciating 
those who serve children.   
 
   The Board purchased bookmarks to be given 
to Phillippi Shores School Staff , our Preschool 
Staff and to Russ & Amy Towery, Trinity's Fami-
ly Ministry staff, who all “help our children grow”     
    The recipients can plant the flower part that 
is imbedded with seeds and flowers will grow!!   
Thanks to the 3 circle leaders who helped pre-
pare them and prayed over them and to Carol 
Harris who delivered them!  This was our small 
way of saying thank you to all teachers working 
in these challenging times! 
 
Christmas gifts for Pines Residents 
 
   I am sure most of you remember the wonder-
ful job Margot Stanton (UMW Ruth Circle) did 
for many years in recruiting shoppers and or-
ganizing Christmas gifts for the Pines residents 
who had no one bringing Christmas to them.  
We missed last year, but the Pines is once 
again reaching out to us to help make Christ-
mas special for their residents. 
   For those of you who may not have participat-
ed in the past, The Pines supplies us with "wish 
lists" from residents and we are asked to pick 3 
or 4 things from their list, gift wrap the items 
and return them to The Pines, at the end of No-
vember. 

Board of Trustees 

Continued from page 5 
 
Recently the parsonage got some long-
needed repairs with bathroom windows being 
replaced as well as two ceilings being re-
paired.  We also had some meaningful air 
conditioning repairs and improvements.  
These things will result in healthier air as well 
as more efficient performance. 
 
Additional ceiling repair was done in the Haley 
foyer and in the hallway between Haley and 
the Mary Hill Room.  All the ceiling work there 
and in the parsonage was done by a man who 
is a member of our church.  He made me 
promise not to publicly thank him by name, so 
I thank you sir, and Go Buckeyes! 
 
So many people contribute to making our 
campus look good.  Both courtyards are 
“standing tall” as well as the property as a 
whole.  The Trustees thank you all for sharing 
the responsibility in making sure our church 
home looks nice! 
 
It’s so rewarding to be a part of such a caring, 
loving church family.  I am grateful to be a part 
of it and treasure the experience of knowing 
you all. 
 
Dave Masterson 
Trustee Chair 
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Outdoor Centering Prayer Group Betsy Bundy Memorial Service 

A sunset memorial service for our beloved 

Betsy will be held on Siesta Beach on 

Monday, November 9 at 5 PM .  Details to 

follow regarding location and rain date.  

Girls Night Out is changing their meeting 
day to Thursday at 6:30 pm.        

We are discussing JOY in our day to day life 
in this informal group of women.  

Meeting at Phyllis Pritchett's home around 
the dining room table or outside on the pa-
tio.  Masks are welcome and social distanc-
ing is recognized.  For more info, call Cindy 
Jorgensen or Phyllis Pritchett  

Small Group News 

“I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his 
word I hope.” 
Psalm 130.5 
 
           Centering Prayer is a simple way to 
pray in silence “consenting to God’s presence 
and action within.” We gather on Friday morn-
ings from 8 until 9 am in the Garden of Hope.  
It is with real gratitude that we inhabit this spe-
cial garden. In November we are especially 
mindful that we are surrounded by a cloud of 
witnesses.”  
 

We bring our own chairs and mask as 
appropriate. These days there are many forms 
of meditation being practiced so we are grate-
ful to be able to share this distinctively Chris-
tian method of prayer. We are all learning to-
gether, and you would be very welcome to join 
us to “give it a try.”  

 
Stephen and Christine Hoffman facili-

tate. Feel free to contact us with questions at 
stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net or 941-773-
7008 (call/text). 

Found - A gold wedding band found in a 

black Liz Claiborne purse donated for the 

Rummage Sale. Contact Church Office 

941/924-7756 

Bible Buddies Small Group meets in Haley 

on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm.  

We will begin a 4-week Advent study on No-

vember 25th. “Incarnation” by Adam Hamilton - 

Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas. 

Everyone welcome to join. 

Lost & Found 

Christmas Decorating 

 Come by Trinity on Saturday, November 28th, 

 9am to 11 am to help decorate the Sanctuary 

 for the Advent Season.  - Board of Trustees 

mailto:stephen_palmetto@earthlink.net
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November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

Living Compassion SRQ 

Finance Team 

Living Compassion SRQ.  

Be sure to like and follow 

this page! 

Living Compassion SRQ  is 

a fresh expression to reach 

our Sarasota community in 

new places and new ways. 

Our goal is to change our community for the 

better through compassionate   conversation, 

awareness, and good works.   

Thomas Surprise  11/1 

Susan McCreary  11/4 

John Lopez    11/6 

Audrey Pritchett   11/7 

Dave Dirmeyer  11/8 

Evelyn Miller   11/9 

Jim Golm 11/11 

Eric Odenweller   11/11 

Marina Alberici   11/12 

Fiona Ryan  11/12 

Bic Saunders 11/12 

Judy Christianson  11/12 

Carol Eggers   11/13 

Ginger Evans   11/13 

Rex Gibson 11/13 

Donn Raymond  11/17 

Ethel Paki  11/19 

Melissa Stalo 11/19 

Andy Pritchett   11/20 

Cathy Tjaden 11/20 

Sarah Wagler   11/20 

Evan Smith  11/21 

Joy Voyles 11/24 

Phyllis Baier  11/26 

Jerry Ralston   11/26 

Susan Hicks   11/27 

Danielle Schweid  11/27 

Ann Golm   11/28 

Craig Jorgensen 11/28 

Curt & Kim Eskew 11/3 

Chuck & Carol Swart 11/9 

Jason & Jennifer Means 11/12 

George & Ruby Cook  11/16 

 

Fresh Start Faith Pledge Campaign 
It’s not too late to make your 2021 Faith 
Pledge! 
 
Last year 91 families pledged $286,628 
This Year 53 Families have pledged 
$214,936 
 
Of 2020 pledges, 44 families have already 
sent in their pledges totaling $ 36,958. One of 
the reasons Trinity Church is managing to 
"Hold Its Own" in this unprecedented year of 
2020. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Living-Compassion-SRQ-105898377878569/
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Care Ministry Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  
 

Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

