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In-Person Worship Resumes Sunday, October 11

Your Trinity Leadership is working hard to offer you and our community Safe, Spacious, and Spirit-filled
online and in-person gatherings as the pandemic continues.

We recognize we have a diverse community with a wide variety of needs and preferences, so we’ve
created a diverse set of offerings.
Which gatherings work best for you?
When you read about these gatherings, who comes to mind for you to invite? Invite them today!

IN-PERSON GATHERINGS

Sunday, 9 AM outdoor service
Full band, Casual Contemporary
Gather in the well shaded area on the asphalt near the playground and in the playground
Bring your own chair or participate from your car (park in the driveway between the playground &
parsonage)
Bring your own order of worship on your cell phone or tablet (no projection, no bulletins)
Sunday, 10:30 AM indoor service in the sanctuary
Organ and soloist, Gospel/Traditional
The order of worship will be projected on the screen or you can use your cell phone or tablet
(no bulletins)
Friday, 8 AM outdoor prayer service in the garden
Bring your own chair
Contact Russ Towery for more information on the monthly Sunday evening outdoor service in the
garden.

ONLINE GATHERINGS

We understand that some persons need or prefer online gatherings. No worries, you’ll still be able to
join us from home.
The Sunday 9 AM and 10:30 AM services will both be live-streamed on the Trinity Facebook Page.
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota
The Sunday 10:30 AM service will also be live-streamed on the Trinity YouTube Channel.
The 9 AM services will be available soon after.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu8ri4OChHWMbbJt3rgfRLg

Wednesday, 8 AM, online midweek devotion with Pastor Lisa
Gospel Song, Prayer, Bible study. Highly interactive.
Live-streamed on the Trinity Facebook Page
Wednesday, 7 PM, online Time Together Talks from Living Compassion SRQ
https://www.facebook.com/Living-Compassion-SRQ-105898377878569
Living Compassion SRQ is a Fresh Expression of Trinity Sarasota to reach new people in new ways
In case you miss a live-stream, recordings of all the online gatherings are available on the pages where
they were first live-streamed. This is also a great way to share what we’re offering and invite others!

What to Expect for In-Person Gatherings
What to Expect for In-Person Gatherings
Thank you for understanding worship during a pandemic isn’t the same as worship prior to the
pandemic. There will be much that is unfamiliar and different. The needed changes are to keep our
gatherings Safe, Spacious, and Spirit-filled for all in attendance.
All in-person gatherings require masks and 6 ft. social distancing
This includes indoor and outdoor gatherings
Face masks will be available for those who forget their own.
Children age 2 and under are not required to wear a facemask.
Through your compliance, you are being considerate and loving to all in attendance
All in-person gatherings require you to register your attendance with your name and phone number
at the registration station.
The registration station is located at the large metal gate near the playground for the
9 AM service
The registration station is location in the sanctuary courtyard for the 10:30 AM service
Should someone become sick, this allows us to notify all who were present at the gathering
You do not need to register in advance
Seating for all gatherings begins 15 minutes before the gathering. Please remain in your car until
this time.
Ushers will assist you to a seat at both the 9 AM and 10:30 AM services.
Households will be seated from the front of the space to back
Once you are seated, please remain at your seat
Ushers will assist you exiting after the service from the back to the front. Thanks for your
patience.
An offering box will be available for the 9 AM and 10:30 AM Sunday services near the registration
table. Offering plates and registration clipboards will not be passed
Please wear your nametag
It’s hard to recognize someone behind a mask
If you need a nametag, contact the church office
Please bring your own Bible, pen, paper, etc.
All books, pens, and paper have been removed from the pews
Singing is limited to only those leading worship.
You are welcome and encouraged to stand, sway, clap, dance, speak the words to the songs
and prayers
Restrooms are available in the Wesley Building by entering through the hallway door.
Please keep your mask on in the restroom.
Childcare and Children’s Sunday school will not be offered at this time. Children will stay with their
families.
Refreshments before or after Sunday worship will not be offered at this time. Please clear the
buildings and common areas. The parking lot, garden, and picnic area are available for distanced
conversation.
Monitor your symptoms
Stay home if you’re sick or had recent contact with persons exhibiting flu-like symptoms
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What to Expect for In-Person Gatherings
Frequently Asked Questions
Who made these decisions? The Trinity Leadership Council, a diverse group of congregation
members and staff.
What information did you use to make these decisions? Guidance from the Florida Conference
based on standards set by local, state, and national health officials. A group of congregational volunteers continue to monitor the Florida COVID-19 dashboard for our county. This information helps to
keep our gatherings Safe, Spacious, and Spirit-filled for all in attendance.
Why didn’t we start in-person worship sooner? We’ve been worshipping online for seven months
out of concern for safety. Online worship is helpful but isn’t the same as in-person worship. More and
more of the congregation felt ready to gather for in-person worship.
We also recognize gathering for in-person worship
 is not a quick fix for all we are suffering due to the pandemic
 takes a tremendous amount of work, including a team of dedicated and trained helpers
 will not be the right choice for everyone
What happened to the phased opening plan? Experiences of other congregations show about
1/3 of worshippers are ready to return to in-person worship during the pandemic. For example a service which normally worships 120 persons will have 30-40 return to in-person worship during the
pandemic.
Stage 3 of our Phased Opening Plan allows for 30 persons to gather indoors. Knowing the statistics, the
leadership decided to move ahead with in-person worship rather than waiting for Stage 4 or for further
decline of the COVID statistics.
Why can’t I choose my own place to sit? This helps all of us practice safe distancing entering
and exiting spaces.
Why no congregational singing? When you speak, cough, or sneeze you produce droplets
which are caught in your mask. When you sing, you produce an aerosol which is too fine to be stopped
by your mask. The aerosol spreads, like the smell of cookies baking spreads through the whole house.
Why are there no announcements? We’re working to keep the services to 45-minutes or less. The
longer we gather the higher the risk of exposure. Please read the Friday Five email, the monthly Acorn
newsletter, our Facebook Page, and website.
Why is the 9 AM worship service outside? There are several reasons, including
 The entire praise band can lead worship, including multiple singers
 Outdoor worship remains safer than indoor worship so we wanted to include this option
 Persons could choose to worship from their cars
 Allows easier social distancing as one service ends and the next is gathering
 The band instruments are portable. The organ and grand piano are not.
 Our neighborhood will get to hear our terrific band!
What’s the plan if it’s raining during the 9 AM service? We’re still working on a plan. Share your
great idea!
I have feedback on this plan and/or my worship experience. Wonderful! Email or call the church
office.
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Conference Yearlong Initiatives to Feed the Hungry
Fill the Table Food Drive
Drop off the following items Saturday, October 17
9:00 am - 10:30 am
Drive through the Trinity Parking Lot
Enter from Riverwood and exit on Shade
Have the items in your back seat or trunk.
Thanks for wearing a mask and practicing social
distancing.
Donations for our Partners at Church of the
Palms
peanut butter (no glass jars)
boxes of cereal
granola bars
cereal bars
juice boxes
fruit cups
individual small meals, like tuna fish (anything that
does not have to be refrigerated)
crackers with peanut butter or cheese
shelf-stable milk
Donations for our Partners at Remnant Cafe
Men's t-shirts (Large & XL)
Men's jeans, khaki, & shorts size 30-40, particularly size 32/34 (no dress pants)
Women’s jeans, shorts size 2-14 (no tops, no
dresses, no dress pants)
New Men's boxers
New Women’s undies
Ladies small to medium size bras
Deodorant
Frequently Asked Questions
How do I volunteer?
Send an email to trinity@itrinity.org and we'll be in
touch.
Can I drop off items early?
Yes! Leave them at the church office before
Saturday, 10/17/2020

Can I donate money instead of stuff?
Yes! We'll have donation baskets ready on
Saturday, 10/17/2020
or you can mail in a donation, drop it off at
the office, or give online.
Please mark your donation clearly- Food Drive.
Please make checks payable to Trinity UMC
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Annual Charge Conference
Charge Conference
A charge conference is a formal meeting in which important administrative decisions are made. We
have one annually which includes: offering administrative reports, determining the congregational
leadership for the next calendar year, setting the pastor’s salary/benefits for the next year, and
affirming the continuation of lay servants/speakers/ministers.
This year’s annual charge conference will be held Sunday, October 18 at 2 PM via zoom.
This year, the District Superintendent decided the meeting will be charge conference rather than a
church conference. This means the only persons with voice and vote will be the Trinity Leadership
Council rather than all full members of the congregation. You’ll find the list of those persons below.
Should you want to see and/or comment on any of the reports or voting matters, contact the church
office. Your comments are welcome and will be passed along to the leadership council prior to the
conference.
2020 CHURCH COUNCIL:
Chairperson Church Council:
Church Treasurer:
Financial Secretary :
Lay Member to Annual Conf.:
Alt. Member to Annual Conf.:
Lay Leader:
Recording Secretary:
Membership Secretary:
Chairperson SPRC:
Chairperson Finance:
Chairperson Trustees:
Missions Chair:
Preschool Board Chair:
UMW President
Stewardship Chair
Hospitality Ministries
Adult Discipleship Coordinator
Reaching Ministries
Director of Children/Youth Ministries
Director of Traditional Worship
Director of Contemporary Worship
Director of Congregational Care
Pastor
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Diane Freestone
Marla Wagler
Tom Thayer
Brenda Lee Hickman
Ian Bland
Diane Freestone
Karen Remfrey
Nancy Smith
Sally Wood
Curt Eskew
Dave Masterson
Brenda Moore
Melissa Stalo
Sherrill Carr
Curt Eskew
Pam Rader
JD Ellsworth
Carroll Hatfield
Russ Towery
LaTerry Butler
Trevor Pike
Tee Ormiston
Lisa Degrenia

UMCOR

Fresh Start Faith Pledge
October is upon us and that signals the
month for our Faith Pledge Campaign
here at Trinity.

What’s the one thing that is the same for
every disaster?
The compassionate and caring response of
God’s people.

For 80 years, and in this unprecedented
time of one disaster after another, UMCOR
has been swift to offer relief and is committed to the fullness of recovery.
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief) responds to natural or civil disasters
of such magnitude that they overwhelm a
community’s ability to recover on its own.
Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to people within the United
States. When disaster strikes, it is local
churches that provide the first response to
their communities. This basic understanding—that disaster response is local—forms
the foundation for UMCOR’s US disaster
training and response. When responding to
a disaster in the United States, UMCOR
provides training, financial assistance, expertise, community collaboration to churches and partners making them more resilient
to disasters.
Support the immediate needs of disaster
response in the United States.
Make Check payable to Trinity United
Methodist Church and note: UMCOR
Or online www.iTrinity.org. Click on “give
online” at top right side of home page. Then
follow prompts.
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As you know, our Faith Pledge Campaign
funds the operations of the church through
your donations for the upcoming year of
2021. Your donations pay for things like
staff salaries, building maintenance, utilities and our denominational mission work
through apportionment giving. It is the lifeblood of the Church.
We are so blessed to have such a generous congregation that continues to support the work of our Church. This year our
theme is “Fresh Start!” After six months of
not gathering in person, we celebrate
more and more opportunities coming
where we can gather, give our time, share
our talents, and make our offerings with
glad and generous hearts. We feel like this
theme acknowledges all of the wonderful
work going on and encourages all of us to
continue with our critical support which
funds it all..

So when you receive your pledge card in
the mail shortly please get that back into
us as soon as possible but no later than
Sunday, October 25th!
Thank you for all you do! - Carroll Hatfield

PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for:
Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Sherrill Carr, Ruby Cook, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise Cowles,
Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda Easterday, Barb
Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Gail Hoffman, Bert Hooglander,
Barbara Jackson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Royce Miller, Kai Nash,
Walt O’Loughlin, Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Omer Quesnel, Ruby Ralston,
Tom Robertson, Tamara Scarr, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Joan Utter,
Bill Watson, Jonathan Willette, Marilyn Williams, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Betsy Bundy who died on September 18, 2020
Our prayers are with the Eskew family on the death of Ronnie Eskew.

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg
Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.
If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin.

Bible Study Opportunities
The Discipleship small group has resumed
meetings on Wednesday at 11:00am. We meet
in Haley Hall where we will wear masks, socially
distance and enjoy learning more about God’s
word and how to be a disciple in today’s world.
We are limited to 10 people at present so let
Brenda Moore know if you plan to attend.
Everyone is welcome to our next lesson which
is is based on 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus
highlighting Paul’s teaching of the central
doctrines of our faith.

New Wednesday Night Bible Study
With Bishop Carter
Wednesdays, September 9 – November 25
Studying Matthew 18 - 28
6 PM on the FLUMC Bible Study
Facebook Page
To join the Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
flumcbiblestudy
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Trinity Scholarship Recipients
The Trinity United Methodist Scholarship Committee was given an opportunity to review and study
applications for Scholarships for 2020/2021 school year. There were 7 applicants and each applicant
qualified for a scholarship.
Recipients were: Chip Anthofer, Jared Anthofer, Elizabeth Hicks, Ryan Hicks, Emma Kral, Ashley
Rader, Amanda Wagler.
The Harmon Scholar for this year is Ashley Rader
Glenn Wood, Chair
Rebecca Burke, Marguerite Hankins, Dave Masterson, Nancy Masterson
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Stewardship and Generosity Team
About your Will Power by Rev. Dr. Charles Kinder

Rev. Kinder is a retired Florida Conference pastor and former president of The Foundation for Evangelism.
There is something most everyone can and should accomplish, but often never do. It’s an important
responsibility that can be easily overlooked, and too often good intentions never become reality.
All of this is about your will — a legal last will and testament that ensures your possessions are distributed according to your desires. Will you make these decisions, or will the state?
A common saying may clarify this concern: “Where there’s a will, there’s a way” — a way to control
what happens to your assets when you leave this world. Two stories with very different endings explain why a will is so important.
The first one took place during my tenure with a United Methodist foundation. At the request of his
pastor, I attempted to persuade a wealthy Texan to have a will prepared and make a major contribution to strengthen the evangelism ministry of United Methodism. After a few years of listening to my
appeals, he finally made a decision. He telephoned me and said he had decided to leave one third
of his estate each to the foundation I represented, his local church in Amarillo and a home for children in Northwest Texas. That amounted to approximately $33 million for each organization.
Soon after our conversation, he was hospitalized. Since his lawyer had recently passed away, he
called for his pastor to help with his will. Death came to that hospital room before help arrived.
Because there was no will, his estranged sister, who was also very wealthy, acquired an estate of
approximately $100 million. This tragedy took place because this rich bachelor had no will. He put it
off too long and left an intestate estate (one with no will). His possession were not distributed as he
wanted. It was done according to the Statute of Descent. This happens too often.
Here is a different story. A Florida woman from Jacksonville was a member of the board of trustees
at Florida Southern College in Lakeland. A lawyer made a presentation to the board about the importance of wills. Following the meeting, the woman said to the lawyer, “After my upcoming trip to
London, I want you to do my will.” He replied, “Ma’am, when it comes to wills there is no tomorrow.”
She agreed to do it before leaving and took her last breath during the flight to England. The college
received $10 million. If she had waited, the state of Florida would have dispersed her estate.
You may be thinking, sure, rich people need a will, but I don’t have much to distribute. Everyone who
has anything has an estate. If it’s $10,000 or $10 million, it’s an estate. If it’s only a small cottage or
a massive mansion, it’s an estate.
I am sure many people think they don’t need a will — if they think about it at all. If you do not have a
will, it may make it difficult and possibly costly for your survivors. I repeat the following to underline
its importance. If we have no will, the state will make the decisions regarding our possessions, and it
could take years. Anyone with anything should make a will and as soon as possible. When it comes
to wills, there’s no tomorrow.
Many people avoid the process of drafting a will because they think it is too expensive. But it is not
as costly as having an intestate estate. No matter how little we have, we surely want to make the
decisions regarding what happens to our possessions.
Through the years, I have tried to persuade the people I served to continue their Christian stewardship through their wills. If they had heirs, I suggested that they tithe their estate. If they had none, I
recommended that they thoughtfully and prayerfully look at how they could further the cause of
Christ with funds that remain at their passing.
Think about it. Pray about it. Talk about it. Do something about it now. It’s all about your will power.
More information about wills and the foundation’s end-of-life planning services is available at https://
www.fumf.org/consulting-services/faithful-expressions-workshop/ or by contacting Tom Wilkinson,
vice president of church relations and new business, at twilkinson@fumf.org or 863-904-2970, ext.
7105.
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Updated COVID-19 Guidance from the Florida Conference
September, 2020
We continue to pray for you and your communities as we enter the sixth month since we began actively giving guidance to our churches regarding the COVID-19 virus. We pray especially for the over 637,000 persons in Florida who have experienced the COVID-19 virus and the 11,800 persons who have died.
We know this has been a very difficult season for you to navigate as clergy and lay leaders. All of us have
had to adapt to this ever-changing reality and learn new ways of doing life and ministry together as a
church. We have watched as you have persevered. We applaud your resilience and creativity.
Our consistent guidance has been grounded in Matthew 22, the healing ministry of Jesus and the Lord’s
commandment to love our neighbor. In a global health crisis, we do this by maintaining a social distance,
and by honoring many of our older and more vulnerable members.
As we continue this journey together, Bishop Carter and the Cabinet, with guidance from other conference
leaders and medical professionals, reaffirm that our COVID-19 safety protocols remain in place. Our
COVID-19 safety protocols and guidelines are connected to the ongoing guidance and recommendations
from the Florida Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control.
Specifically, we want to remind you of some key parts of our ongoing guidance:
1. At all times persons must maintain at least six feet of distance between family groups.
2. Masks or cloth face coverings are required when any group gathers (except for children under the age
of 2).
3. Monitor your symptoms. Stay home if you are sick or displaying COVID-19 symptoms. Those who have
tested positive for COVID-19 or have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive should
adhere to the CDC guidelines for isolation and quarantine.
4. All inside activities must be in well ventilated spaces that allow for persons to maintain at least six feet of
distance between family groups. Outside activities are preferred over inside activities. See the bottom of this
article for additional notes from one of the infectious disease experts who has consulted with us.
We ask that you please continue to offer on-line worship and virtual ministry opportunities. It is important
that opportunities are readily available for people in your church who are not ready to return to your campus. Persons in vulnerable populations or with underlying health conditions as defined by the CDC should
be encouraged to stay home.
Our conference team encourages you to review the other guidance and recommendations found in the FAQ
section of our COVID-19 website. This includes our guidance and recommendation around singing, schools
and other activities. All of our previous updates and resources are found on our COVID-19 website.
As we enter this fall and winter season, we commit to continuing to offer guidance and resources to
you. Most of all we commit to praying with and for you in this time.
The Peace of the Lord,
Bishop Ken Carter and The Cabinet of The Florida Annual Conference
Additional Notes regarding COVID-19 from one of the infectious disease experts who has consulted
with us:
One of the infectious disease experts we have consulted with continues to emphasize that large gatherings
in closed indoor spaces are very dangerous, especially if there are persons present who are early in the infection timeline. During this time, anyone has the potential of being a super spreader. Super spreaders can
produce more infectious aerosol when speaking and breathing and even more so when singing.
One way to mitigate these concerns for those persons planning to attend an in-person event is to more
closely monitor their symptoms by performing daily temperature checks at home. If someone’s temperature
increases 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit or more above their normal temperature, the person should not attend the
gathering. Persons with such temperature change should consider getting a COVID-19 RTPCR test or antigen test if available and as advised by their local health department or personal physician.
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Finally, our expert, along with the CDC (Flu FAQ), believes it is very important to get the flu vaccine this
year in order to protect yourself and the people around you from the flu and to help reduce the strain on
healthcare systems responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. A coinfection of COVID-19 and the flu could be
devastating.

Operation Christmas Child
The UMW Persis Circle is planning to continue the Operation Christmas Child mission project in
2020. Due to all the circumstances, we are going fully
online with this mission! Through Samaritan's Purse
and their website, we are able to "build our boxes"
online. Physical boxes will not be given out, no shopping required!!
To "build a box", the cost is $25 per box, no extra fees! If you would like to help us with this mission,
you can send in your donation to the church via mail or online giving. Please make checks out to
Trinity United Methodist Church and specify "OCC" or with online giving please check the box for
OCC. We will do the rest!
Collections for these funds will begin at the beginning of October through November 6, 2020. Any
funds received after November 6 will be deposited into the Operation Christmas Child account
through the church to be used for a box in 2021.
We look forward to your help in making children around the world smile in 2020!
Pam Rader, Persis Circle Board Representative

Staff Parish Relations Team
What our staff has been doing during the pandemic? Trinity is blessed to have a committed and
competent staff who is still working during this pandemic to keep our Church active and responsive to the
needs of all of us. Over the next issues of The Acorn, we would like to spotlight these individuals and give
you a better idea of what is happening through Trinity during these unprecedented times.

For the last six months, Pastor Lisa's been working very hard to learn new ways of
keeping our congregation connected online while we're unable to gather in personZoom Meetings, Facebook Live, Live Streaming, YouTube, and Video Editing. She's
increased communication through text messaging, voicemails, and the Friday Five
email updates. She's worked with congregational leadership and preschool leaders
on guidelines for when and how to gather again safely. She's also worked with teams
to launch the Fill the Table Food Drives and Living Compassion SRQ, a new ministry
to reach new people through compassionate conversation, awareness, and good
works. Plus preaching, worship leadership, teaching, pastoral care...- Sally Wood

Meet Our new Preschool Director is Brooke Brayton. She has been a VPK teacher
here for 3 years. She also does aftercare for mixed groups of 2 thru 4 year olds and
will continue to do this three days a week so she can spend time with the kids. Miss
Brooke holds a Director's Credentials certificate and a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education from Florida Gulf Coast University. She has over 12 years of teaching
experience.
Brooke has been very bush this summer with her 2 boys and with getting ready to reopen our Preschool. She has worked very hard in order to be up to date with all the
Covid-19 procedures.
We are all looking forward to a great new school year. Trinity Preschool has been
open since August 31st and all is going well. - Sally Wood
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United Methodist Women
Greetings from Trinity's UMW President:
As you most likely know...early Sept. Trinity moved to Phase Two towards reopening...which meant
that small groups of 10 or less could begin meeting inside the church following the guidelines. The
Guidance Group that is watching the data that affects Trinity's reopening are all UMW ladies: Lisa Hatfield, Nancy Smith and Brenda Lee Hickman. Prayers continue for them as they do this important
work!
Since both Ruth and Hannah circles have more than 10 members, the decision was made to cancel
their Sept. Circle meetings, Persis Circle and the Executive Board continues to meet via zoom.
Will the phases impact when and how UMW will meet after September? Absolutely! But we have
faith that we will still be an active Unit in mission for women, children, and youth. At this writing we
are hopeful that we can resume meetings in October (Board Oct. 5, Circles Oct. 12 & 13) and that we
can end 2020 with our planned Unit Christmas party on Saturday Dec. 5th. (mark your calendar in
hopeful anticipation!) All UMW members will be contacted once decisions are made. Always, Sherrill
UMW Response Magazine and Florida Conference UMW News:
From March/April 2020 Response issue: In 2018 & 2019 United Methodist Women members' generous Mission Giving provided $8.9 million to 288 national and international projects and partners. In
our 151st year UMW has hundreds of thousands of members who organize, moved by their faith, to
make a difference for women, children and youth around the world. This is ESPECIALLY relevant
during the Pandemic. The Sept/Oct issue of Response is all about how UMW is responding during the
crisis. A copy is in the blue bookcase in Haley or you can go online at unitedmethodistwomen.org to
read articles from Response. Your giving changes lives for women, children, and youth!!
The Genesis Newsletter covers the news of the UMW in our Florida Conference and how UMW is
very involved in Social Action as well in mission many other ways! You can find it also online.
Prayer Calendar:
From our UMW Prayer Calendar, we lift up two women missionaries this month:
Nancy Carew, Global Missionary from Sierra Leone serving in Liberia. “In Liberia, we continue to
bring light to the women and children by sharing God’s love and giving hope to the hopeless. The
women are empowered by basic skills training.”
Sun Lae Kim, Global Missionary from South Korea serving in Mongolia. “ We had prayed for a long
time to have a safe haven for the deaf and God answered the prayers. We long to share Christ’s love
with the deaf who suffer from social isolation. When these lovely people worship God in the church, a
light shines out from them. After worship, as they fellowship through sign language, Christ’s love
dwells in their hearts in the form of light. As the Ephphatha church educates the children of the deaf,
may they grow to be the lights of the world.”
We also lift up many women of the past who seemed unlikely to be chosen for the path they were
called to follow.
Reading Program:
National UMW has informed us that the UMW Reading Plan will span two years instead of
one. The purpose of the Reading Program is to better understand and participate in God’s mission
today, to increase sensitivity to all human beings, to explore contemporary issues, and to enhance
and act on self-knowledge. Titles read from the 2017 list will be credited through December 31, 2022.
The electronic catalog is now available on the main Reading Program page: unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
Did You Know....
A bench in honor of UMWomen is being put in the new Courtyard at Trinity. This is a thank
you from Evelyn Miller, Rummage Sale Chairwoman, who says the Rummage Sale would not be possible without the help from so many UMW sisters!
Persis Circle will still chair the Operation Christmas Child Project but it will look a bit different this
year. See separate article in this Acorn for more information. Thank you Persis Circle ladies!
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COPA

Outdoor Centering Prayer Group

Carol Harris, our UMW Missions Coordinator
provides a wonderful update on COPA .
Good news is that the virus is not spreading
there. Yet COPA needs many prayers as they
struggle with reopening school hopefully virtually in November. Connie DiLeo is still actively
involved with all matters COPA related. She
says we can send cards and brief notes to students. Due to issues with the delivery of mail in
the DR please use the following address for
mailing your cards now. You will need regular
US postage. The cards will go via Missionary
Flights. This is the missionary air service used
for freight shipped to the COPA project. The
COPA English teacher will translate the messages and Nairoby (school secretary and COPA staff member) will deliver the cards to the
children there.

Escuela de LA Hoya
Att’n student name & number
Rev Connie Di Leo
Unit 4017- COPBH
3170 Airman’s Dr.,
Ft Pierce, Fl 34946
Please do your best to complete your COPA
sponsorship giving for 2020. COPA asks for
your prayers as they navigate how to be in mission in the post-COVID world.

“Be still and know that I am God”
Psalm 46.10
In September, the “In the Shade” Centering
Prayer group migrated from under the trees to
the lovely “in the process of being named”
Garden. We meet to pray on Friday mornings
from 8 to 9 AM. We are humbled to be praying
in this place that embodies much of the faith,
hope, and love with which this community witnesses to the risen presence of Jesus Christ.
Centering Prayer is a simple way of praying
in silence. We pray in support of all the other
prayer ministries of this congregation. We are
a friendly group of beginners, and you are
more than welcome to give it a try. We each
bring our own chair, maintain a healthy distance, and mask as appropriate.
Facilitators are Rev Stephen and Christine
Hoffman. Call or text 941-773-7008 with any
questions.

AND the winner is...
It was a tie! Equal number of votes for the Garden of
Hope and Garden of Peace.

Run off vote....
Vote for your favorite of those 2:
Garden of Hope
Garden of Peace
Deadline is Sunday, October 18th. Call or email Church
Office with your choice:
941/924-7756 or Trinity@iTrinity.org
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Living Compassion SRQ

October Birthdays

Living Compassion SRQ.
Be sure to like and follow
this page!
Living Compassion SRQ is
a fresh expression to reach
our Sarasota community in
new places and new ways.
Our goal is to change our community for the
better through compassionate conversation,
awareness, and good works.

United Methodist Women
Christmas Stockings Project:
Dee Webber is a home town missionary that
we partner with to be in ministry to Newtown
children. Last December, we prepared and donated 100 candy stuffed Christmas Stockings
towards the thousands she and others make
for her outreach. She reports: “I am busy with
the stockings - sewing each day as Christmas
will still arrive and children cannot be totally left
out of His love and a few small treats! I plan on
as many as we can make for the children of
Booker Middle, 400 for Immokolee, 400 for
Beth-El, 200 for the Police Depts to give out
and at least 200+ for our Food Bank at the
church to distribute to the families who come
for food. So Christmas stockings are definitely
a GO and I would love some help with sewing
or stuffing!!!!! Donations of candy or $ towards
candy is always, always more than welcome!
**Note: Our Unit has about 75 felt stockings
already made and the Board voted to buy the
candy to fill them and donate to Dee. If you
would like to make a $$ donation to Dee for her
to buy candy/supplies, send a check to Unit
Treasurer Nancy Masterson. She will forward
total of any donations to Dee and you will receive credit for your $$ donation towards her
project.
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Vickie Meyers 10/5
Marie Piraino 10/5
Jane Cook 10/7
Karen Duffey 10/8
Ryan Hicks 10/8
Joyce Sprenger 10/11
Dave Masterson 10/12
Pam Rader 10/14
Margie Aukland 10/15
Jean Caudle 10/16
Keri Kuhn 10/18
Ann Teter 10/19
Bruce Landis 10/20
Jim Schindler 10/20
Barbara Hohl 10/21
Brenna Ryan 10/24
Bill Stiles 10/25
Janet Headley 10/27
Emma Kral 10/27
Glen Tranbarger 10/27
Lee Moyer 10/28
Kenneth Beck 10/29
Vivian McDorman 10/30

October Anniversaries
David and Janet Wyatt

10/3

Ken and Nancy Smith 10/13
Wendall and Phyllis Pritchett 10/19
Jerry and Ruby Ralston 10/21
Brian and Keri Kuhn 10/29

Crisis Fatigue
Do the Next Right Thing by Jake Owensby
The term crisis fatigue entered my vocabulary in 2020. Strictly speaking, it’s not an officially recognized psychological disorder. At least, not yet. But social scientists tell us that people are experiencing it. Lots of people.
Confronted by a relentless barrage of stress-inducing events, we respond with a draining mixture of
exhaustion, rage, disgust, despair, anxiety and grief. We want things to change, but the problems
seem so huge that we don’t know where to start. We begin to wonder if we could make a real difference anyway. We’re overwhelmed.
Sound familiar? It does to me.
And no wonder we’re feeling overwhelmed: COVID-19, George Floyd, wildfires in the west, Breonna
Taylor, hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico and concerns about the stability of our democratic institutions. All in less than one year.
These are big problems requiring sustained, vigorous action. And when we’re feeling overwhelmed,
the sheer size and scope of the challenges we face can sap us of the energy we need to confront
them effectively.
If we look at our challenges as whole — racism, the pandemic, the deep fractures in our country —
we may feel too small and inadequate to do anything about them. We know that we should do something, but we may struggle to get started.
Here's something the recovery community taught me about that. Don’t be frozen in your tracks by
the illusion that only big things can make a difference. Instead, just do the next right thing.
Wear a mask in public. If you’re white like me, listen to people of color talk about what it’s like to be
black or brown in our society and resist the urge to defend yourself. Sit with your Bible and read what
Jesus says about the poor, the stranger and loving your neighbor. Vote when the time comes.
Do something. Do the good that’s right in front of you. We know in our heart of hearts that doing
nothing to make things better can have the same effect as doing something to make things worse.
Jesus makes this point in a parable that he aims at some of the religious leaders of his day. He said
that there was once a father who told his two sons to go work in the family’s vineyard.
The first son flatly refused. But later, he changed his mind, grabbed up the clippers and started trimming a few vines. By contrast, the second son said, “Sure thing, Dad!” and never lifted a finger. The
second son’s inaction did the real damage. (Matthew 21:28-32)
Jesus was obviously not talking about being a reliable farmhand. He was addressing religious people
about doing God’s work on this planet. That work is to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with
God. (Micah 6:8)
Pursue a just and loving world in all that you do. Only, remember that bit about walking humbly. In
other words, do the next right thing. Do the limited, perhaps the very small thing that’s right in front of
you today.
Apparently, that’s how God has decided to change the world.
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Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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