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Do No Harm. Do Good. Stay in Love with God 

Reprinted from Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church 

As we phase into in-person worship & ministry, we call on John Wesley’s “3 General 

Rules” to undergird our direction. 

We value Wesley’s general rules for the church, especially, “do no harm.” Jesus told us 

to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. This means we will use all the wisdom 

of science, medicine and research we can find to make decisions that enable our 

communities to be safe and feel safe (James 1:3-5). 

We are people of the cross and the resurrection and we recognize that at this moment 

in our life together we are experiencing both loss and renewal. This means that we will 

walk alongside people in their grief and loss while continuing to celebrate new 

paths for mission and ministry (I Corinthians 5:17). 

We value community as a fundamental human need and as a crucial dimension in on-

going spiritual formation and growth into the likeness of Christ. Therefore, we continue 

to find new ways of cultivating community and deepening our spiritual life (Romans 

12:2). 

Our mission is grounded in the great commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your mind and will all your strength... You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30-31). This means we love God, love ourselves, and 

love our neighbor. Jesus (and Wesley) put an emphasis on physical health, heal-

ing people wherever he went. Therefore, we value healing and wholeness for all. Jesus 

paid special attention to the marginalized and the vulnerable. We must hold to practices 

that prioritize the most vulnerable, in this case, those over 65 and those with underlying 

health conditions. 

Our mission has not changed (Matthew 28:16-20). We are called to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This is still happening as we continue 

to find new ways to worship, connect, grow, serve, and give in the age of COVID-19. 

We seek to preserve the core while stimulating progress. We are invited to lean 

into a reorientation that is not simply about return to our previous orientation, but em-

bracing a new and hopeful vision for what we are becoming. 

Let the Church say, “Amen!” 
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7 Reminders for Today 

7 Reminders for Today 
Compiled by The Rev. Magrey deVega, Senior Pastor, Hyde Park United Methodist Church, Tampa  
 
1. TRUST GOD, EVEN WHEN IT’S HARD – Hannah Whitall Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy 
Life 
Trust in the dark, trust in the light, trust at night and trust in the morning, and you will find that the faith 
which may begin by mighty effort, will end sooner or later by becoming the easy and natural habit of the 
soul.  
 
2. DISCOVER YOUR TRUE WORTH – Henri J. Nouwen, Out of Solitude 
In solitude we can listen to the voice of him who spoke to us before we could speak a word, who healed 
us before we could make any gesture to help, who set us free long before we could free others, and 
who loved us long before we could give love to anyone. It is in this solitude that we discover that being 
is more important than having, and that we are worth more than the result of our efforts.  
 
3. BE GRATEFUL TODAY – Thomas Merton, Thoughts on Solitude 
To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given us – and He has given us 
everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a gift of grace. Grat-
itude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder 
and to praise of the goodness of God.  
 
4. EMBRACE THE SILENT MOMENTS – Susan Annette Muto, Pathways of Spiritual Living 
For as long as I can remember, I have not feared silence but welcomed it as a source of spiritual deep-
ening. Like other people living in the world, I’ve grown accustomed to the noise in my place of work, to 
the raucous sounds of the city, to the inner disquiet stirred up by busy thoughts and earnest projects. 
Silence can be an escape from the functional responsibilities and physical demands of listening and 
conversing with colleagues, friends, and family members. But it can also be an opening to God.  
 
5. FOCUS ON WHAT REALLY MATTERS – Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ 
Finally, I want to teach you the way of peace and true liberty. There are four things you must do. First, 
strive to do another’s will rather than your own. Second, choose always to have less than more. Third, 
seek the lower places in life, dying to the need to be recognized and important. Fourth, always and in 
everything desire that the will of God may be completely fulfilled in you. The person who tries this will be 
treading the frontiers of peace and rest.  
 
6. DO NOT WORRY ABOUT TOMORROW - St. Francis de Sales, Prayer for Hope 
Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow. The same Everlasting Father, who takes care of 
you today, will take care of you tomorrow. He will either shield you from suffering, or give you unfailing 
strength to bear it. Be at peace then, and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations.  
 
7. REMEMBER: GOD IS ENOUGH – St. Teresa of Avila, Nada Te Terbe 
Let nothing worry you; nothing dismay you; 
Everything passes; God does not change. 
If you have patience you can do anything. 
Those who have God want for nothing;  God alone is enough. 
****************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Prayer by Nadia Bolz-Webber, @sarcasticlutheran 

For the grace to allow ourselves and others to just be less productive, shower us.⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀ 

For the generosity needed from those of us who have more resources, empower us.⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀ 

From our own selfish inclinations, deliver us.⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀ 

For just being your children, none of whom have done a global pandemic before, love us.⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀ 

For the days ahead, accompany us.⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀⠀ 
God unbound by time, help us to know that you are already present in the future we are fearing. Amen.  
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Summer in the Scriptures 

Bishop Ken Carter and I invite you to join us 

for a Summer in the Scriptures as we journey 

through all four Gospels! 

Starting June 1, you’ll read a chapter each 

day, beginning with the book of Matthew.  

Click here to download the Summer in the 
Scriptures daily reading plan.  
https://www.flumc.org/files/content/
summer+in+the+scriptures+checklist.pdf 
 
Be sure to join the “Summer in the Scrip-
tures” Facebook group to share your insights 
and gain inspiration with others. 
Facebook.com/groups/GospelSummer 
 
There you’ll find video content, podcasts, and 
daily support for deepening in the mind, hear, 
and life of Jesus. I’m excited to provide the 
group with a prayer based on one of the 
readings each week. Lisa <>< 

JUNE READINGS 

1 Matthew 1 

2 Matthew 2 

3 Matthew 3 

4 Matther 4 

5 Matthew 5 

6 Mattew 6 

7 Matthew 7 

8 Matthew 8 

9 Matthew 9 

10 Matthew 10 

11 Matthew 11 

12 Matthew 12 

13 Matthew 13 

14 Matthew 14 

15 Matthew 15 

16 Matthew 16 

17 Matthew 17 

18 Matthew 18 

19 Matthew 19 

20 Matthew 20  

21 Matthew 21 

22 Matthew 22 

23 Matthew 23 

24 Matthew 24 

25 Matthew 25 

26 Matthew 26 

27 Matthew 27 

28 Matthew 28 

29 Mark 1 

30 Mark 2 

What if I read Matthew already this year? You could re-read Matthew starting June 1st or wait 
and start reading the Gospel of Mark June 29th. Either way, be sure to join the Facebook Group. 
 
What if I want to finish the Psalms by Theme Reading Plan? You could do both reading plans 
at the same time. Or, finish the Psalms Reading plan and join the Summer in the Scriptures read-

ing plan July 15 when we start the Gospel of Luke.    

May 31- June 6 Pentecost Sunday 
 
Power of God  Psalms 68 
Power of God  Psalms 93, 135 
Praise   Psalms 65 
Praise   Psalms 98, 138 
Prayer   Psalms 17, 20 

June 7 - June 13 
 
Prayer      Psalms 102 
Protection    Psalms 59, 62 
Protection    Psalms 124 
Safety in God  Psalms 11, 16 
Safety in God  Psalms 46, 142 
  

https://www.flumc.org/files/content/summer+in+the+scriptures+checklist.pdf
https://www.flumc.org/files/content/summer+in+the+scriptures+checklist.pdf
http://revlisad.com/2020/04/17/bible-reading-plan-psalms-by-theme/
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Our Graduates 

Kelsey Anthofer graduated from FSU Law 
School with a JD (Juris Doctorate) with 
honors (Cum Laude). 

Emma Odenweller will be graduating at 
the conclusion of this summer from 
Florida International University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology. 

Elizabeth Hicks graduated virtually from 
Florida Southern on May 16 with a BS in 
Finance and Economics and will finish 
her BS in Accounting in December.  
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Our Graduates 

Gunnar Kral Graduated with a major in chemical engineering, a minor in aerospace engineer-
ing and an emphasis on business management from Clemson University.  He is commis-
sioned into the Air Force as a nuclear scientist. 

Ryan Hicks finished his senior year at 
Riverview High School on May 22.  He 
is planning to attend Auburn University 
in the Fall to study Architecture.   
 

Russ coordinated a big surprise for our local 

graduates, yard signs! Each grad received three 

signs so all their neighbors would be able to cel-

ebrate them along with us.   
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Our Graduates 

Abigail Brianna Carr is graduating from 
Lehigh Valley High School in Center 
Valley, Pa on 6/4.  She will be going to 
college at Kutztown University in 
Kutztown, Pa in the fall.  

Destiny Graham daughter of Arika Lobbia and 
Elzie Watson, granddaughter of Mary Grace 
Warner and Great grand daughter of Wendall 
and Phyllis Pritchett.  Destiny is a graduate of 
Dupont Manual High School in Louisville Ky 
majoring in Journalism.  She will attend Co-
lumbia University Chicago with a full ride 
scholarship   She wants to be an International 
Journalist 

 
Jonathan Lee Watson (Henry and Revella 
Lee’s grandson) from Texas 
Graduating from Harvest Christian Academy 
Going to college to study engineering, possi-
bly East Texas Assembly of God in Texas. 
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Trinity Preschool Class of 2019-2020 

Dear Church, Parents, Staff, and children, 

Thank you for enriching my life with the opportunity to 

work with you.  I have been blessed to be a part of Trinity  

Preschool for 17 years.  I will be forever grateful to Trinity 

United Methodist Church, and Kathy Maronet, the previ-

ous director, for taking a chance on me. 

I take great pride in being a part of so many children’s 

lives and making a positive impact and watching the 

changes in their lives.  I look forward to seeing many of 

you in the community and hearing about all the things the 

school is doing.   

Staff, Parents and all the children will forever be in my 

heart and be dear to me.  I will miss everyone and this 

job.  Thank you for being an integral part of my life. 

With much love, 

Pam Rader 

Pam Rader retires from Trinity Preschool May, 29 2020 
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Promise Kids 

Promise Kids, Parents, & Psalm 119 

Let the words of Psalm 119 be your prayer: 

May your unfailing love come to me, Lord, your salvation, according to your promise 

(v. 41). You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees (68). Your 

hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands 

(73). Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path (105). Open my eyes that I 

may see wonderful things in your law (18). Give me understanding, so that I may 

keep your law and obey it with all my heart (34).   

I have strayed like a lost sheep. Seek your servant, for I have not forgotten your com-

mands (176). Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love 

your name (132). In the night, Lord, I remember your name, that I may keep your law 

(55). I rise before dawn and cry for help; I have put my hope in your word (147). Let 

me live that I may praise you, and may your laws sustain me (175). 

I call with all my heart; answer me, Lord, and I will obey your decrees (145). You are 

my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word (114). I reach out for your 

commands, which I love, that I may meditate on your decrees (48). I have hidden 

your word in my heart that I might not sin against you (11). Keep me from deceitful 

ways; be gracious to me and teach me your law (29). 

I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts (45). Direct my foot-

steps according to your word; let no sin rule over me (133). Turn my heart toward 

your statutes and not toward selfish gain (36). I run in the path of your commands, for 

you have broadened my understanding (32). 

Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors (24). Your commands are al-

ways with me and make me wiser than my enemies (98). May my lips overflow with 

praise, for you teach me your decrees (171). Your statutes are my heritage forever; 

they are the joy of my heart (111). I will never forget your precepts, for by them you 

have preserved my life (93). 

Reading your Bible and getting to know God’s word is important. So much so that 
nothing compares to it or can be substituted in its place. There is no greater joy, no 
greater wisdom, no greater freedom, no greater protection, no greater power, no 
greater revelation – there is no equal to Scripture. And, yes – God’s word is perfectly 
capable of changing any life and preserving it for all eternity. Praise the Lord! 
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United Methodist Women News 

ACORN NEWS FROM Trinity UMWomen: May/June 2020 
 

 UMW Members sure missed our April and May circle and unit meetings! Prayers continue that by 
fall, we can resume gathering.  But even though we are unsure of that and unable to “physically” 
meet now, UMW is still at work on their mission.    
  
 The UMW Board met via zoom on May 4 to review business that needed to be addressed during 
this quarantine time...especially looking for ways our Unit could be a “light” in helping address needs 
in so many places.     
 
 Our Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Lisa Hatfield helps to keep us focused on God and offers this 
prayer: This is another day, O Lord.  I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for 
whatever it may be.  If I am to stand  up, help me to stand bravely.  If I am to sit still, help me to sit 
quietly.  If I am to lie low, help me to  do it patiently.  And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly.  
Make these words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus.  Amen. 
  
 Our Unit finances are in good shape, thanks to the generosity of all members and the good work of 
our treasurer, Nancy Masterson!  We were able to give $1200 to 10 missions during the recent Com-
munity Giving Challenge which doubled our donations due to matching donors if given on 
April 28th. So our help to these missions was actually $2400!  Recipients were All Faith's Food Bank, 
Children's Guardian Fund, Selah Freedom, Healthy Start Coalition, Lighthouse Vision Loss Educa-
tion, Everyday Blessings Foster program, Learn to Fish Inc., All Star Children's Foundation, FISH, 
and the Literacy Council.  We also gave a donation to Cornerstone Families Ministries, a UMW sup-
ported mission in Tampa that needed help with Grab-N-Go meals for children, Literacy Activities and 
Children's face masks for Preschool Children.  Nancy Harter also delivered numerous cards that 
have been collected to the Loveland Mission. We still have funds on hand in the UMW treasury to 
offer help in the coming months as needs arise.      
    
 Evelyn Miller, our UMW Reading Program coordinator, reminds all to see the last acorn of how you 
can complete reading plans while quarantined. Reports are due to her by July 1st. 2 books have 
been purchased for a June UMW Study on Anxiety, recommended by Conference UMW.   Here is 
information if you wish to do the study on zoom. 
 
Session Dates and Times: Wednesdays June 3, June 10, June 17 and June 24. 
Times: 6:30 pm (Note: 6:15 pm pre-class chat, Q & A time.) Ending at 8:00 pm.  Sessions will be rec-
orded. (If you must miss a session, the recording will be made available to you, so you do not miss a 
session or fall behind.) Due to confidentiality requirements, please understand recordings and 
handouts will ONLY be made available to Class participants.   
Advance Registration required ASAP. Please click on link to register: 
  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcuGvqz8jEtZqBFK5cKhT3I_X043mlYRO 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meet-
ing. Session 1 materials will arrive via email. Please order the required text after your registration is 
confirmed. 
This is a Zoom video conference-based study, with handouts, take home exercises, weekly 
assigned reading, and online participation. Registration is required, email will be used to distribute 
class materials.  
Required Class Text: "Finding Peace in an Anxious World"  edited by Erin James-Brown can be 
purchased at www.umwmissionresources.org for $10 plus shipping. It is not available on Amazon.  
Facilitated by Mission u Study Leader, Kim Wendt. You can contact Kim with any further questions at 
kimwendt.umc@gmail.com 

UMW Continued next page 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcuGvqz8jEtZqBFK5cKhT3I_X043mlYRO
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:kimwendt.umc@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women 

UMW continued from previous page 
 
Carol Harris, Missions Coordinator, continues to keep us informed on all our COPA children. She asks 
for prayers for the Dominican Republic as the pandemic is affecting the school there. 
  
 Ann Golm, Social Action Coordinator, reminds us that this self-isolation is especially difficult on our 
mental health and reach out if you need support or encouragement.     
 
 Joy Voyles, membership coordinator says our membership remains at 68. She is keeping in contact 
with many members during the shut-down, especially those alone. 
  
 Women's Health coordinator, Janet Headley, encourages us to follow guidelines to be cau-
tious during this time. Special prayers for Janet as she struggles with her own health issues.    
 
Ruby Cook, Ruth Circle leader, encourages you all to read Response Magazine  You can read 
Response articles on line at unitedmethodistwomen.org 
   
 Circle Reps and leaders are staying in touch with all their members via email or phone calls. Special 
thanks to UMW ladies that helped prep the Church being tented for termite app 4/30.    
 
    UMW members...submit suggestions you may have for 2020 Special Mission Recognition 
recipients to Sherrill Carr by end of June.   
 
 Looking Ahead: Our planned schedule may change due to restrictions, but as of now the next 
Board meeting is Sept. 3, Circles may meet in Sept., Oct, November, and on Sunday Nov. 15  we are 
planning to host a Coffee Hour/Christmas Sale Fundraiser.  Our Unit Christmas party is planned for 
Sat. Dec. 5th in Haley Hall.   
 
 I hope this informs you of what this awesome UMW Unit is doing during these unprecedented times!  
I praise God for each and everyone one of the UMW members as well as all our church family!  May 
the Lord watch between me & thee while we are absent one from the other. 
 
Sherrill Carr, President 

Join the Digital Ministry Team 

We’re reaching new people thanks to our increased presence online. Here’s how you can help: 

Online Hospitality- welcome and interact with folks during one of our live online services 

    Wednesday 8am on Facebook, Wednesday 7pm on Facebook, Sunday 9am on               

    YouTube, or Sunday 10:30am on YouTube 

Facebook Editing- once a live Facebook service is complete, you’ll edit the video description 

Upload to YouTube- once a live Wednesday service is complete, you’ll download it, do a       

    simple edit, complete the description, and upload it to our YouTube page 

Run the camera during our live Sunday worship at 9am and 10:30am 
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Finance Team 

Board of Trustees 

Although the Coronavirus has slowed us down 
somewhat, the Trustees have continued to func-
tion and have managed to get some things 
done. 
 
As many of you know, the tenting of our com-
plex (excluding the parsonage) occurred on 
April 30th, and through fumigation we have elim-
inated the infestation of termites that were eat-
ing away at our infrastructure.  There was much 
to do before and after the tenting process and 
we are vey grateful for all the help that we re-
ceived from our Trustees, staff, and other indi-
viduals who worked very hard to prepare and 
then restore our facility back to the way it was.  
Actually, in some respects, certain things look 
better than they did before!  I hesitate to name 
the people who labored to achieve this accom-
plishment for fear of missing someone, but this 
should in no way diminish the great effort put 
into this project.  Thank you and God bless you 
all!   
 
As reported in last month’s Acorn, with the ap-
proval of the Trustees, Sherrill Carr and Evelyn 
Miller coordinated the renovation of the Heritage 
Hall bathrooms, using funds from the Rum-
mage Sale.  The bathrooms now have new 
floors and a fresh coat of paint and look fantas-
tic!  Thank you, Sherrill and Evelyn, for taking 
on this much needed project and for committing 
the funds to make it happen. 
 
When we do resume activities at Trinity, those 
who visit Haley Hall will be treated to freshly 
painted walls, thanks to the time and effort of 
Steve Mayers and staff member, Dwayne 
Diggs.  The Trustees are grateful to you both for 
a job well done!  Dwayne, upon request, went 
on to paint the Haley Hall ladies’ restroom, 
which brightened it up considerably.   
 
The professional cleaning of the chairs in Haley 
Hall, the Mary Hill Room, and the Wesley Room 
was also done recently.  Most of these chairs 
were very dirty and stained but now are 
“standing tall” after the deep cleaning.  There 
are a few that have blemishes that could not be 
removed, but they are useable nonetheless.   
 
The fencing around our dumpster should be 
done by the time this issue of the Acorn reaches 
your hands.  We had to wait because of sched-
uling demands, but the fencing company is an 
excellent one and the result should be worth the 
wait. 
 
Continued next column 
 

Continued from previous column 
 
Lastly, the sound booth in the rear of the sanctuary 
is presently being renovated and improved upon.  
The changes will include enlargement of this area, 
consolidation of resources, and updating of elec-
tronic equipment.  More to come on this project in 
a future Acorn. 
 
That’s all for now.  The Trustees will continue to 
work hard to make our campus a place to be  
proud of. 
 
With Christ in mind and soul, 
Dave Masterson, Chair Trinity Trustees 

As you know, our church has been limited to online 
services since the beginning of the COVID-19 cri-
sis. Gratefully, because of your support we have 
been able to keep our staff paid through these 
many weeks.  Thank you so much for your dedicat-
ed support of Trinity and our mission. 
 

I am thrilled to report that a total of 39 households 
are now giving online through our online giving 
program available at ITrinity.org.  We have come a 
long way with our online giving and it really is help-
ing to keep our church healthy and vibrant. 
 

If you would like to set up an automatic online gift 
to the church please don’t hesitate to call either me 
or Jack Hundley in the church office for assistance. 
 

I also wanted you to know that due to a change in 
the software at Microsoft our website appears to 
be non-secure. This will be corrected with an up-
date soon. Please be assured however when you 
go to the online giving site that it is and has always 
been secure. 
 

Lastly, I want to encourage you to remember Trini-
ty United Methodist church in your estate planning. 
Over the years, we have received significant con-
tributions to the church from members just like you. 
It is as easy as naming the church in your will or 
through a beneficiary designation with your life in-
surance, your IRA, annuity‘s or CDs. It is a won-
derful way to make a huge lasting difference as 
you go on to Glory! If you would like additional in-
formation on how to arrange to provide for the 
church in your estate planning please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me at 941-587-5777 
or@ceskew@eaglestrategies.com. 
 

God bless you all and your families! 
 

Curt Eskew, Finance/Stewardship Chairman 

http://eaglestrategies.com/
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     PRAYERS….           

P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 

Please lift extra prayers for:   

Eddie Aguilera, Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob Booth, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise 

Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda Easterday, 

John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Bert Hooglander, Barbara Jackson, Linda 

Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Royce Miller, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin, Bev 

Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, 

Donna Starnes, Sandy Thayer, Joan Utter, Bill Watson, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard. 
 

Our prayers are with the family and friends of Carolyn Thomas, who died on April 26, 2020 

 

Also please pray for our military family:  Tanner Holly,  Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan 
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, 
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.  

If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin. 

 

 

Together Online 

Together Online  

For Live Worship,  

Study, and Prayer 

 
Watch live or watch the recording at a time that’s best 

for you! 

 

Sunday Worship at 9:00AM and 10:30AM on Facebook Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Prayer, Preaching 

 

Wednesday Morning Devotions at 8:00AM on Facebook Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Scripture Discussion, Prayer 

 

Wednesday Evening Check-In at 7:00PM on Facebook Live 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Reflection Questions, Prayer Requests, Prayer 
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Baby Grand Piano 

As many of you know, the Music Department 
decided that the piano which has been in Haley 
Hall for many, many years was no longer use-
ful, so it was added to the items for sale at the 
Rummage Sale in January.   A local gentleman 
really wanted it for his home, but had difficulty in 
getting it moved and also trouble fitting it into 
his house.  After several months, we still had 
the piano. 
 
In a last ditch effort to find a home for this pi-
ano, I listed it on Freecycle.org and immediately 
we had an interested party.  A woman 
(coincidentally the mother of one of our pre-
school graduates), really wanted the piano for 
her father-in-law.  Her husband brought his fa-
ther, Ken Knowlton, over to Trinity to see it, and 
he sat down and played a beautiful classical 
piece and then some more modern pieces, en-
tirely without music!  I was truly impressed and 
thought for sure Ken had played professionally 
at some point. But after asking him for some 
background information on himself, I discovered 
that he had even more impressive talents. 
 
Ken, who is turning 89 this month, has a BS in 
Engineering Physics from Cornell and a PhD in 
Communications Sciences (forerunner of Com-
puter Science) from MIT.  He was a computer 
graphics pioneer, artist, mosaicist and portrait-
ist, working for Bell Labs back in the 60’s.  He 
created computer languages, participated in 30 
US patents (20 of them as sole inventor), and 
was an invited speaker at symposiums all over 
the world.  Google him for more info if you are 
interested.  What an amazing career, and now 
he’s the very happy owner of our piano! 
 
Here is a quote from an email I received from 
his daughter-in-law: 
“Ken keeps calling me telling me how ecstatic 
he is about the piano. He totally loves it. It's lit-
erally a dream come true for him. It's the one -- 
and only -- thing he's wanted for years. So 
thank you so much again!” 
 
I was hoping to include a picture of Ken at the 
piano, however, he is staying socially distant 
out of caution.  But you can be sure we’ve 
made him very happy to have the piano and his 
music to keep him company. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Masterson 

“Some of Us” by Carroll Hatfield 

Pentecost Sunday is May 31st. The pandemic 

altered our worship and event gathering. As we 

pause to recognize Pentecost, let us consider 

the following. 

Some of us have lost income. Some of us have 

learned to prioritize expenses and tasks. Some 

of us are spending less money. Some of us 

have been able to maintain our pledges, tithes 

and offerings and even add to them. The sec-

ond chapter of Acts describes the coming of 

the Holy Spirit as Jesus said. I invite you to 

consider two scriptures. John 14:16 Jesus 

says, “I will pray the Father and He shall give 

you another Comforter, that He may abide with 

you forever”. 

The second scripture is 1 Corinthians 3:16, 

Paul writes, “Know ye not that ye are the tem-

ple of God, and the Sprit of God dwelleth in 

you”.  

I started writing to you about “some of us”. Now 

consider with Pentecost presenting the Holy 

Spirit who abides in us and we are therefore 

the temple of God, we then make up the 

Church. So the sum of us, is the Church, the 

body of Christ. 

We celebrate our return to worship and Bible 

study gatherings as we celebrate the one true 

living God. 

Pentecost Sunday 
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June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 

Notes ... 

Elyse Degrenia   6/2 

Jimmy Hilliard   6/2 

Steve Zickel     6/4 

Pauline Everett       6/5 

Alex Newsome     6/5  

Brad Pritchett   6/5 

Carol Willette   6/5 

Gordon Sheldon     6/6 

Jake Logan    6/7 

Kim Maynard   6/7 

Kathy Morse   6/12 

Leon Newsome     6/12 

Elizabeth Stiles  6/12 

Jan Boardman  6/13 

Nancy Harter   6/13 

Thomas Easterday  6/15 

Owen Woodyard   6/15 

Karen McGuirt   6/16 

LaTerry Butler    6/19 

Kevin Wilhelm   6/20 

Eva Schlosser  6/20 

Bob Carr  6/22 

Tom Robertson  6/23 

Gennie Gyurica  6/23 

Jennifer Means   6/24 

Carly Ellsworth   6/26 

Mary Lou Schnathmann 6/26 

Chuck Swart  6/26 

Don Waldron  6/27 

Janet Waldron  6/27 

Diane Ladny  6/28 

Harry Scott   6/28 

Miriam Williams 6/28 

Laurie Ward   6/29 

Russell Hopkins  6/30 

Walter O’Loughlin  6/30 

 

Jerry & Joy Voyles   6/1 

Fritz & Joyce Springer     6/3 

Leon & Rebecca Milner  6/7 

Royce & Evelyn Miller   6/9 

Ken & Pat Birt   6/19 

Steve & Jane Cook   6/20 

Bob & Amanda Evans  6/24 

Thomas & Marguerite Hankins  6/27 

Matthew & Melissa Stalo  6/28 

Margot Stanton sends a Thank You to all 

the people that have called to check on her 

and also the people out of state that have 

written their support since the loss of Hal. 

 

 

 

Owen Woodyard wants to pass along a 

great video he found on YouTube. 

“Summon the Heroes” by Boston Pops at 

Home.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHmhQgF3rEE  

Owen says that our church has a connec-

tion with John Williams as he visited Trinity 

one Christmas Eve about 25 years ago. 

Family Promise of Sarasota 

Is looking for anyone who works in construc-

tion and would be willing to help in the con-

struction of a new project at Grace Church 

on Vamo Road 

Their Board of Trustees is searching for pro-

spective board members, especially those 

with fund raising experience.  You will find 

more information on their website:   

https://familypromisessc.org/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHmhQgF3rEE
https://familypromisessc.org/
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A Prayer for Uncertainty 
by The Rev. Kay M Houck 
 
Everlasting God, 
your love goes 
before us, 
beyond us, 
all around us. 
  
Your love enfolds us 
in whatever space 
we are inhabiting. 
 
And so as we live with 
uncertainty, change, and loss, 
we pray that you will encircle us 
with mercy and compassion. 
 
In your embrace 
may we find this space 
we are inhabiting 
to be tender and gracious enough 
to receive whatever we are carrying, 
and to provide what we need 
in this moment. 
 
May we live faithfully, 
here and now, 
loving what is true and beautiful, 
forgiving what is not, 
and welcoming the Spirit’s power 
to bless the path 
unfolding before us. 
 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, 
the Risen One, 
whose love reigns 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

While we grieve our closed churches, 

I wonder if, maybe, 

Just maybe, 

Jesus is happy. 

He's been let out of the constraints 

Of the physical church building 

For a little while, 

Free to stretch His long limbs of love in the world. 

Since we can't go in to Him, 

I imagine him coming out to us. 

I imagine his neck stiff 

From resting His sacred head on our stone altars, 

His elbows cramped from bending to fit into the transepts, 

His holy feet always pressed against the doors to the narthex. 

I imagine Him bending double 

To step through our low entrances 

And out into the crowning wreaths of cherry blossoms. 

I imagine Him traversing our cities, 

Wiping away tears with the hem of His robe, 

Offering bread to those who need it, 

Keeping vigil, fingertips blessing blazing foreheads, 

With all those who die alone. 

We long to return to our churches, 

Incense sanctifying our plaster and stone. 

But Jesus lives and breathes out here among us, 

And every molecule of oxygen 

Is holy air. 

Amen. 

 Cameron Bellm 

Prayers for this time... 

The Upper Room 

Are you missing reading the daily devotional The Upper 

Room?  We have the May-June issue in the Church Office.  

If you would like to receive a copy, just let the church office 

know, and we’ll be sure to get it to you.  The Upper Room 

Devotional Booklets are provided by Ruth Circle. 

941/94-7756 or email: Trinity@iTrinity.org 
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Sound Board:  Mark Anthofer 
Care Ministry Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  

Preschool Director: Pam Rader 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,  
                                  Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton  
Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

