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Greetings Trinity Family,
At the time I’m writing this, we don’t know when we’ll be able to gather again. It’s an uncertain time, but we know some things for certain- God is near. God is good. God is strong to
save. Stay connected to God and one another. I pray these devotions provide the inspiration and encouragement you’re needing. – Lisa <><

Pandemic by Lynn Ungar (www.lynnungar.com)
What if you thought of it as the Jews consider the Sabbath— the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel. Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now, on trying to make the world different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those to whom you commit your life.
Center down.
And when your body has become still, reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)
Know that our lives are in one another’s hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils of compassion that move, invisibly, where we cannot touch.

Promise this world your love—
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
from the New Zealand Prayer Book
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart;
Bring hope and courage to all as they wait and uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
and we need you. Amen.

Spiritual Practices for April
April Scripture Reading Plan
March 29 - April 4
 Matthew 21
 Matthew 22
 Matthew 23
 Matthew 24
 Matthew 25
April 5 – April 11
Holy Week)
 Matthew 26:1-35
 Matthew 26:36-56
 Matthew 26:57-75
 Matthew 27:1-31
 Matthew 27:32-66
April 12 – April 18
(Easter)
 John 20:1-18
 John 20:19-31
 John 21:1-14
 John 21:15-25
 Mark 16
April 19 – April 25
 Luke 24:1-12
 Luke 24:13-35
 Luke 24:36-53
 Matthew 28:1-10
 Matthew 28:11-20

Stillness
Spend 5-20 minutes inviting, resting in,
and listening to the presence of the Holy
Spirit with you and within you.

ATTENTION: Read or listen to the Scripture.
What word, phrase, or verse captures
your attention? Underline it or copy it onto
a piece of paper.
CONNECTION: What connections do you
see to other scriptures? To your own experience or current situation? To the character or promises of God?
ACTION: What is God inviting you to say or
do? How will your life be different because of this scripture?
PRAY: Talk to God about what you just
read and discovered or anything else on
your heart.

Self-Reflection
1. What happened today?
2. Glory Sighting: Where did you see evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in others?
In and through you?
3. What did you read/hear/learn?
4. What are you thankful for?
5. How are you feeling emotionally?
6. Where did you miss a Spirit-led opportunity of loving God, others, and yourself?
7. What are you asking the Holy Spirit to
do in you and through you?
8. What will you do tomorrow to be more
available to the movement of the Holy
Spirit?

Psalm 86:11
Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
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Devotions
Henri Nouwen: “Hope frees us to live in the present, with the deep trust that God will never
leave us.”

Cancelled by Jamie Tworkowski
Conversations will not be cancelled
Relationships will not be cancelled
Love will not be cancelled
Songs will not be cancelled
Reading will not be cancelled
Self-Care will not be cancelled
Hope will not be cancelled
May we lean into the good stuff that remains

Esau McCaulley Ph.D: “I’ve tried to make it my practice to pray for those affected by #Covid19 and against it spread whenever I wash my hands. It’s been one way to combine faith and action.”
@esaumccaulley

The Hurting Places from Christ Beside Me, Christ Within Me
by Beth A. Richardson
There is a world of hurt around me today
And my heart fills with pain.
Sometimes I hear myself saying,
“All I can do is pray.”

And then I remember that praying
Is not such a small thing.
Sometimes it is the only thing,
The one true thing for this hurting world.
Healing God, send your wholeness.
Loving Christ, your strength,
Holy Spirit, your comforting presence,
To all who hurt,
To all who struggle,
To all who mourn.
Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

– Book of Common Prayer, 134.
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Devotions
Love Alone Overcomes Fear
A Message from Richard Rohr about COVID-19
March 19, 2020
It is shocking to think how much the world has
changed in such a brief time. Each of us has had our
lives and communities disrupted. Of course, I am here
in this with you. I feel that I’m in no position to tell you
how to feel or how to think, but there are a few things
that come to mind I will share.
A few days ago I was encouraged by the Franciscans
and by the leadership team here at the CAC to self-quarantine, so I’ve been in my little hermitage
now for three or four days. I’ve had years of practice, literally, how to do what we are calling “social
distancing.” I have a nice, large yard behind me where there are four huge, beautiful cottonwood
trees, and so I walk my dog Opie every few hours.
Right now I’m trying to take in psychologically, spiritually, and personally, what is God trying to say?
When I use that phrase, I’m not saying that God causes suffering to teach us good things. But God
does use everything, and if God wanted us to experience global solidarity, I can’t think of a better
way. We all have access to this suffering, and it bypasses race, gender, religion, and nation.
We are in the midst of a highly teachable moment. There’s no doubt that this period will be referred
to for the rest of our lifetimes. We have a chance to go deep, and to go broad. Globally, we’re in this
together. Depth is being forced on us by great suffering, which as I like to say, always leads to great
love.
But for God to reach us, we have to allow suffering to wound us. Now is no time for an academic solidarity with the world. Real solidarity needs to be felt and suffered. That’s the real meaning of the
word “suffer” – to allow someone else’s pain to influence us in a real way. We need to move beyond
our own personal feelings and take in the whole. This, I must say, is one of the gifts of television: we
can turn it on and see how people in countries other than our own are hurting. What is going to happen to those living in isolated places or for those who don’t have health care? Imagine the fragility of
the most marginalized, of people in prisons, the homeless, or even the people performing necessary
services, such as ambulance drivers, nurses, and doctors, risking their lives to keep society together? Our feelings of urgency and devastation are not exaggeration: they are responding to the real
human situation. We’re not pushing the panic button; we are the panic button. And we have to allow
these feelings, and invite God’s presence to hold and sustain us in a time of collective prayer and
lament.

I hope this experience will force our attention outwards to the suffering of the most vulnerable. Love
always means going beyond yourself to otherness. It takes two. There has to be the lover and the
beloved. We must be stretched to an encounter with otherness, and only then do we know it’s love.
This is what we call the subject-subject relationship. Love alone overcomes fear and is the true foundation that lasts (1 Corinthians 13:13).
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Facebook Live
Thank you for your prayers, giving, and help as
we learn to be a community of faith in a time of
physical distancing.
We’ve learned A LOT. Let’s take a moment to
celebrate all of the new ways we have to be
together.
Facebook Live- We’ll be offering 4 live times
of gathering on Facebook moving forward.
Sundays at 9am and 10:30am.
Wednesdays at 8am and 7pm.
Please invite your Facebook friends to join us
live or watch the videos of the live gathering. If
you need help accessing Facebook Live,
please contact the church office at 941-9247756 or trinity@iTrinity.org.
Dial My Calls- This service allows us to make
a short voice recording which is received as a
phone call. This is especially helpful for our
dear ones who do not use a computer or enjoy
using a computer.
If you’d like to just offer a short prayer, word of
encouragement, scripture reading, etc. for Facebook Live or on a Dial My Calls recording,
that would be most welcome. Contact the
church office for more information on easy
ways to make this happen.
Zoom- Zoom is a way for us to have an online
meeting, discussion, or study. You can see
each other and speak to each other using your
smartphone, tablet or computer. It looks like a
grid of faces, like The Brady Bunch.
If you’d like to gather your small group or ministry team online using Zoom, contact the church
office. We’d be glad to arrange it.

Finance Team
Pandemic Stewardship
My name is Carroll Hatfield. My wife, Lisa and I
have been participating members of Trinity United Methodist Church for a few years now. I
have been a grocer for decades. In the past I
have managed supermarkets through blizzards
and hurricanes. This pandemic crisis is not a
few days of danger and then over. It can last for
weeks and longer.
Pastor Lisa and our church leadership are offering proper instructions and amazing communications for worship, Bible study and other ministries. We appreciate and support our ordained
and lay leaders.
We each have utility bills, rent or mortgage payments, insurance premiums and other fixed and
variable expenses. I write this to remind ourselves that our Trinity Church has similar expenses of its own. It is important for us to take
care of our personal needs and to remember
and take care of our church’s needs also.
I recall a pastor saying in 1991 something that
impressed me. He said, “The church is not a
charity and stewardship is not a fund-raising
technique. The church is the body of Christ and
stewardship is a ministry.”
As we take care of ourselves and assist one another, let us also remember to provide our
tithes, pledges and offerings to our Trinity
Church during these extraordinary times. We
celebrate Easter and the risen Christ in our living and in our giving.
Blessings, Carroll
You can keep good going in three ways. See
below:

You can keep good going in three ways:
1. Mail a check to 4150 S. Shade Avenue, Sarasota 34231
2. Give online at www.iTrinity.org. Click the online giving button at the top of the page and
follow the easy prompts.
3. Make your offering using your cell phone!
a. Download the app Give Plus
b. Once installed, the app will ask for your zip code. This will give you a list of churches.
c. Select Trinity Sarasota.
d. Provide your finance info and you’re finished.
e. For future donations, your information will already be in the secure app.
Reminder- the church never receives your account information, only your donation.
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ONLINE Study

April Birthdays

Max Lucado online Bible Study
STARTS THIS WEEK FOR 5 WEEEKS
FREE, VIDEO AND BOOK
GO TO ONLINE STUDY
CLICK TO:
https://maxlucado.com/products/anxiousnothing-finding-calm-chaotic-world/

ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING: FINDING CALM
IN A CHAOTIC WORLD
Anxiety is at an all time high, but there’s a
prescription for dealing with it. Max Lucado
invites readers into a study of Philippians
4:6-7 where the Apostle Paul admonishes
the followers of Christ, “Do not be anxious
about anything…”
Philippians 4:6 encourages the believer to “be
anxious for nothing.” As Lucado states, the
apostle Paul seems to leave little leeway here.
“Be anxious for nothing. Nada. Zilch. Zero.”
What’s he suggesting? That we should literally
be anxious for absolutely nothing? Lucado
says, “The presence of anxiety is unavoidable,
but the prison of anxiety is optional. It’s the life
of perpetual anxiety that Paul wants to address. Don’t let anything in life leave you perpetually in angst.”
Americans especially know about living in perpetual anxiety. The news about our anxiety is
enough to make us anxious,” says Lucado. But
there’s a prescription for dealing with it. Lucado
invites readers into a study of Philippians 4:6-7,
the most highlighted passage of any book on
the planet, according to Amazon:
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

“With His help you will learn to face the calamities of life. You’ll learn how to talk yourself off
the ledge. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, you will learn to view bad news through the
lens of sovereignty; to discern the lies of Satan
and tell yourself the truth. You will manifest a
gentleness that is evident to others. Anxiety
comes with life. But it doesn’t have to dominate
your life.”
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Marilyn Tranbarger 4/1
Carroll Hatfield 4/5
Stephen Cook 4/6
Gordon Klee 4/6
Ginny Lints 4/8
Beverley Campbell 4/9
Roy Cowles 4/10
Sandy Thayer 4/10
Pam Pierce 4/13
Tom Thayer 4/13
Emma Odenweller 4/16
Leon Milner 4/17
Charlyne Craver 4/18
Barney Demes 4/18
James Martin 4/19
Nancy Smith 4/19
Marilyn Williams 4/19
Jan Robertson 4/22
Daniel Miller 4/23
Brenda Moore 4/23
Natasha Lunsford 4/25
Hank Lunsford 4/26
Ed Degrenia 4/27
Barbara Jackson 4/27
Addisyn Schweid 4/27
Henry Lee 4/27
Dwayne Diggs 4/28
Anne Dorn-Tabeeck 4/28

April Anniversaries
Trent & Pam Rader
4/2
Ray & Joanna Garriott 4/7
Don & Janet Waldron 4/12
David & Susan Francisco 4/13
Russell & Dorothy Hopkins 4/30

United Methodist Women News
UMW Board Meeting is supposed to be on Monday April 6th at 10:30 am in Haley Hall. However, Board will be notified as to whether the church is back open by that date. .
Hannah and Ruth Circles will not be having their regular meetings the second week of April. They
are considering meeting together sometime late April/early May but are waiting to make definite
plans until the virus threat has passed.
Persis Circle plans to meet Tuesday April 14 at 6:30 pm in the Wesley Room, but leader, Deb Martin
will inform Persis members for sure closer to that date.
Praises that Trinity UMW has some new members thanks to our Feb. 8th membership drive. Joy
Jones joined Ruth Circle, Sally Wood joined Hannah Circle, Becki Creighton joined Persis Circle and
Jane Cook joined as an at-large member. Welcome ladies!!! Trinity UMW membership is now
69. Any women who would like to be part of this awesome group of mission minded ladies, are welcome to join at any time. Contact Joy Voyles, membership coordinator at jmv2439@verizon.net or
President Sherrill Carr at srcmusic@verizon.net.
PLEASE NOTE: UMW's "A Fashionable Tea Party" originally scheduled for April 18th has been canceled due to the virus concerns. The board will decide on a date for an event later in the year.
PRAYER AND SELF DENIAL OFFERING:
Thank you to all the UMW members who gave to our annual Prayer and Self Denial Offering in
March. This is an annual offering that individual units of UMW take, which goes to District/National
UMW so that combined with the other 800,000+ UMW members....we can be in mission in the wider
world around us. Our unit collected $826.
This year the offering will help support the work of 90+ National Mission Institutions located across
our country, like the Wesley Community Center in Dayton, Ohio which supports young mothers by
offering child-care and the Job Search and Job Readiness Program.
Perhaps less familiar is the work that our sacrificial giving funds internationally, most especially
through our 8 Regional Missionaries whose work is funded by this offering. These incredible women
in Nigeria, East, West, Central & South Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Japan, Caribbean, and Latin
America face huge challenges and conditions. Their programs offer educational and economic development opportunities to under-served and marginalized women, children and youth. Projects will
include child development and after school programs, GED and ESL programs, job readiness, life
skills and livelihood training scholarships.
March Trinity UMW's outreach report:
Gave $$ to Dee Webber to purchase/replenish basic supplies like pencils, paper, etc for school children at Emma Booker Elementary in Newtown. Dee sent us a thank you and is so grateful for our
support to her mission for these under-privileged children.
We purchased $200 worth of requested books for Phillippi Shores Elementary teachers' classrooms. We received awesome letters from those children thanking us for our gift of books. Please
see the letters displayed in Haley Hall by the blue cabinet. Thank you Carol Harris and Nancy Masterson for doing the shopping of books!
We sent a donation to Shelter Boxes USA...an organization that provides disaster relief. Check out
their web site for more information. Currently the great need is in Syria. Of those displaced there,
nearly 80% are women and children struggling to survive the freezing weather.
We made a donation to the UMW Legacy fund on March 23 Day of Giving, which is matched by generous donors. This fund ensures that UMW will continue for another 150 years of being in mission to
women, children, and youth.
Continued on page 8
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United Methodist Women
Cont’d from page 7
COINS FOR CHILDREN: Please continue saving and donating your loose coins for this campaign through the end of April. In May we will
give proceeds to missions that serve the needs
of children locally. The donation box is on the
table in Haley Hall back by the blue reading
cabinet.
THE BIG BLUE CABINET in Haley Hall is full of
interesting books that are available to anyone
who wishes to read them. Books on missions,
spiritual growth, social action, nurturing for community and leadership development....just check
out by signing the library card and returning the
book when finished.
SPECIAL THANKS to our Membership Coordinator, Joy Voyles, who updated and prepared
the lovely sheets of information for our UMW
Binders. And thank you to Ginny Lints and Nancy Harter who helped assemble them so they
could be handed out at the March Circle meetings.
HERITAGE HALL RESTROOMS RENOVATION: Evelyn Miller and Sherrill Carr are heading up a project to renovate Heritage restrooms
and are getting estimates for new flooring and
paint. This project has been approved by the
Trustees. It will be funded by a generous donation from the Rummage Sale proceeds. Hopefully soon you will see much improvement in
those areas.

AARP Smart Driving Class
The AARP Smart Driving class originally
schedule for March is cancelled in following government guidelines.
Instructor Lee Moyer plans to offer a class in
early November after he returns to Florida.
Anyone who needs to renew for insurance
discounts before than should consider taking
the class online.
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COPA
New COPA Sponsors
COPA is short for Community Partners INC, a
Christian organization that has built schools in
2 small villages in the Dominican Republic.
These schools are a partnership between local government and COPA. Copa pays salaries of education advisers and provides extras
that are not typical in DR schools. These include preschool, kindergarten, computer classes and library books. These benefits are
funded through the child sponsorship program. A gift of $180 will sponsor one student
for a year.
God is at work bringing new COPA sponsors. Beatty Shipley and Cathy Tjaden are
new cosponsors of Daury Ismael
Ramirez This brings the number of UMW
sponsorships to 17 children. The church wide
total is 20 students! Anyone can sponsor or
co-sponsor a child. Please contact Carol
Harris for details . Call 941-928-4828 or
email carol.harris.xyz@gmail.com

PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for: Eddie Aguilera, Lily Aguilera, Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob
Booth, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross,
Dwayne Diggs, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman,
Bert Hooglander, Barbara Jackson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Christine Metcalf,
Maryalice McIntyre, Royce Miller, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin, Lois Olmstead, George Pierce, Phyllis
Pritchett, Rob Purser, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Donna Starnes,
Sandy Thayer, Carolyn Thomas, Bill Watson, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard.
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Lois Olmstead who died on March 24, 2020.
Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott,
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood.
If you know someone you would like to be put on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed,
call the church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

Prayer Chain
Prayer Chain revamping
We need more prayer warriors. Miracles are
happening and all we need to do is ask our
heavenly father.
If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Chain, AND DO NOT HAVE A COMPUTER,
please contact Marg MacLaughlin at 941-9260540, as she has volunteered to lead the phone
prayer chain.
If you would like to be a part of the EMAIL prayer chain, contact phyllispritchett@hotmail. com.
Everyone now has an opportunity to be a prayer warrior, whether you have a computer or
not. We receive many prayer requests during
the year, see many miracles and calm many
hearts thru prayer. Come and join us!!
Phyllis Pritchett, coordinator

Liturgist
Looking for You!
The Traditional Service is looking for a few
people who would be willing to be the Liturgist for a month. The only requirements
are: 1) You have a willing spirit, 2) You are
able to ask for help, if you need it! Please
contact the church office.

2020 Altar Flowers
If you would like to sponsor the Altar Flowers
for a Sunday worship service, please contact
church office. Cost is $45 and you may take
the flowers home with you at the end of the
Service.

Thank You note
Jean and I wish to express our "Thank You" to
all those who called, visited, and prayed for her
during her heart surgery and recovery. There
have been so many expressions of concern
and support; too numerous to count. Being a
member of this "Community of God" brought
comfort in this time of stress. Jean is back
playing tennis and nearing a full recovery.
- Sam and Jean Caudle
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Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Contemporary Worship Director: Trevor Pike
Sound Board: Mark Anthofer
Care Ministry Director: Tee Ormiston
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Preschool Director: Pam Rader
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,
Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton
Business Administration: Jack Hundley
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodian: Dwayne Diggs

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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